
of questing readers, searching for the answers to 
the most pressing problems of this life, have 
turned to this marvelous book through the 
years . . . and found the comfort and inspiration 
of authoritative answers, based on profound 
understanding of the Bible and of man’s relation- 
ship to God during the twenty centuries of the 
Christian Dispensation. 

Ancient prophecies and their meaning for today— 
and tomorrow . . . the many Christian churches 
in our time — will they someday unite? . . . the 
ultimate ordeal which the whole race of man may 
be called on to face — in our own lifetime . . • 



PREFACE TO THE READER 


The present is a time of overwhelming interest to all living. 
Thinking men and women of all classes have their atten- 
tion fixed on the events that seem to be hastening the world 
forward in an ever-increasing momentum toward its rendez- 
vous with destiny. Statesmen, rulers, church leaders, busi- 
ness men, men and women everywhere sense that some- 
thing great and decisive is about to take place — that the 
world is on the verge of a stupendous crisis. 

What is the meaning of these times? What comes to- 
morrow? Here at last is an authoritative answer that probes 
the persistent realities of this tense age. Now at last you 
will recognize the clear-cut issues involved. In bold strokes 
this volume reveals what has made the United States the 
greatest nation of all time, but you will be shocked when 
you discover the greatest threat to the Constitution. You 
will be taken behind the play and counterplay of world 
politics where you will view the final struggle for .world 
supremacy. 

The masterful volume you hold in your hand has been 
described as “the greatest book in the world outside the 
Bible for the twentieth century.” This production will hold 
you spellbound from cover to cover as you are carried into 
the most thrilling drama of the past, the present, and the 
future. Here is the most excellent biography, a penetrating 
analysis of the most fascinating issues. 

This could well be the most important book you have 
read! The lives of hundreds of thousands have been greatly 
enriched and affected by it already. It holds for you a most 
exciting and thrilling adventure. 
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Before the entrance of sin, Adam enjoyed open commun- 
ion with his Maker; but since man separated himself from 
God by transgression, the human race has been cut off 
from this high privilege. By the plan of redemption, 
however, a way has been opened whereby the inhabitants 
of the earth may still have connection with Heaven. God 
has communicated with men by his Spirit, and divine light 
has been imparted to the world by revelations to his chosen 
servants. “Holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost.” 2 Pet. 1:21. 

During the first twenty-five hundred years of human 
history, there was no written revelation. Those who had 
been taught of God, communicated their knowledge to 
others, and it was handed down from father to son, 
through successive generations. The preparation of the 
written word began in the time of Moses. Inspired revela- 
tions_ were then embodied in an inspired book. This work 
continued during the long period of sixteen hundred years, 
from Moses, the historian of creation and the law, to John, 
the recorder of the most sublime truths of the gospel. 

The Bible points to God as its author; yet it was written 
by human hands; and in the varied style of its different 
. books it presents the characteristics of the several writers. 
The truths revealed are all “given by inspiration of God” 
(2 Tim. 3.16); yet they are expressed in the words of men. 
The Infinite One by his Holy Spirit has shed light into the 
minds and hearts of his servants. He has given dreams and 
visions, symbols and figures; and those to whom the truth 
was thus revealed, have themselves embodied the thought 
in human language. 

The ten commandments were spoken by God himself, 
and were written by his own hand. They are of divine, and 
not human composition. But the Bible, with its God-given 
truths expressed in the language of men, presents a union 
of the divine and the human. Such a union existed in the 
nature of Christ, who was the Son of God and the Son of 
man. Thus it is true of the Bible, as it was of Christ, that 
“the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” John 
1:14. 

Written in different ages, by men who differed widely in 
rank and occupation, and in mental and spiritual .endow- 
ments, the books of the Bible present a wide contrast ' n 
style, as well as a diversity in the nature of the subii** 
unfolded. Different forms of expression are employ 1 
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different writers; often the same truth is more strikingly 
presented by one than by another. And as sev cralwnters 
present a subject under varied aspects and relations, there 
may appear, to the superficial, careless, or prejudiced 
reader, to be discrepancy or contradiction, where the 
thoughtful, reverent student, with clearer insight, discerns 
the underlying harmony. 

As presented through different individuals,^ the truth is 
brought out in its varied aspects. One writer is more 
strongly impressed with one phase of a subject; he grasps 
those points that harmonize with his experience or with his 
power of perception and appreciation; another seizes upon 
a different phase; and each, under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, presents what is most forcibly impressed upon 
his own mind; a different aspect of the truth in each, hut a 
perfect harmony through all. And the truths thus revealed 
unite to form a perfect whole, adapted to meet the wants 
of men in all the circumstances and experiences of life. 

God has been pleased to communicate his truth to the 
world by human agencies, and he himself, by his Holy 
Spirit, qualified men and enabled them to do this work. He 
guided the mind in the selection of what to speak and what 
to write. The treasure was intrusted to earthen vessels, yet 
it is, none the less, from Heaven. The testimony is con- 
veyed through the imperfect expression of human lan- 
guage; yet it is the testimony of God; and the obedient, 
believing child of God beholds in it the glory of a divine 
power, full of grace and truth. 

In his Word, God has committed to men the knowledge 
necessary for salvation. The Holy Scriptures are to be 
accepted as an authoritative, infallible revelation of his will. 
They are the standard of character, the revealer of doc- 
trines, and the test of experience. “Every scripture inspired 
of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction which is in righteousness; that 
the man of God may be complete, furnished completely 
unto every good work.” 2 Tim. 3:16, 17, Revised Version. 

Yet the fact that God has revealed his will to men 
through his Word, has not rendered needless the continued 
presence and guiding of the Holy Spirit. On the contrary, 
the iipint was promised by our Saviour, to open the Word 
to tus servants, to illuminate and apply its teachings And 
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“Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they 
are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into 
the world.” 1 John 4:1. And Isaiah declares, “To the law 
and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isa. 8:20. 

Great reproach has been cast upon the work of the Holy 
Spirit, by the errors of a class that, claiming its enlighten- 
ment, profess to have no further need of guidance from the 
Word of God. They are governed by impressions which 
they regard as the voice of God in the soul. But the spirit 
that controls them is not the Spirit of God. This following 
of impressions, to the neglect of the Scriptures, can lead 
only to confusion, to deception and ruin. It serves only to 
further the designs of the evil one. Since the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit is of vital importance to the church of Christ, it 
_is one of the devices of Satan, through the errors of 
extremists and fanatics to cast contempt upon the work of 
the Spirit, and cause the people of God to neglect this 
source of strength which our Lord himself has provided. 

In harmony with the Word of God, his Spirit was to 
continue its work throughout the entire period of the 
gospel dispensation. During the ages while the Scriptures of 
both the Old and the New Testament were being given, the 
Holy Spirit did not cease to communicate light to individ- 
ual minds, apart from the revelations to be embodied in 
the sacred canon. The Bible itself relates how, through the 
Holy Spirit, men received warning, reproof, counsel, and 
instruction, in matters in no way relating to the giving of 
the Scriptures. And mention is made of prophets in differ- 
ent ages, of whose utterances nothing is recorded. In like 
manner, after the close of the canon of Scripture, the Holy 
Spirit was still to continue its work, to enlighten, warn, and 
comfort the children of God. 

Jesus promised his disciples, “The Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, 
..he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” “When 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth; . . . and he will show you things to come.” John 
14:26; 16:13. Scripture plainly teaches that these promises, 
so far from being limited to apostolic days, extend to the 
church of Christ in all ages. The Saviour assures his 
followers, “I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” Matt. 28:20. And Paul declares that the gifts and 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
manifestations of the Spirit were set in the church “for the 
the edifying of the body of Christ; till we all come in the 
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unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ.” Eph. 4:12, 13. . 

For the believers at Ephesus the apostle prayed, inat 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in me 
knowledge of him; the eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what ... is the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us-ward who believe.” Eph. 1 : 17-19. The ministry 
of the divine Spirit in enlightening the understanding and 
opening to the mind the deep things of God’s holy Word, 
was the blessing which Paul thus besought for the Ephesian 
church. 

After the wonderful manifestation of the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost, Peter exhorted the people to repent- 
ance and baptism in the name of Christ, for the remission 
of their sins; and he said, “Ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call.” Acts 2:38, 39. 

In immediate connection with the scenes of the great day 
of God, the Lord by the prophet Joel has promised a 
special manifestation of his Spirit. Joel 2:28. This prophecy 
received a partial fulfillment in the outpouring of the Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost; but it will reach its full accom- 
plishment in the manifestation of divine grace which will 
attend the closing work of the gospel. 

The great controversy between good and evil will in- 
crease in intensity to the very close of time. In all ages the 
■wrath of Satan has been manifested against the church of 
Christ; and God has bestowed his grace and Spirit upon his 
people to strengthen them to stand against the power of the 
evil one. When the apostles of Christ were to bear his 
gospel to the world and to record it for all future ages, they 
were especially endowed with the enlightenment of the 
Spirit But as the church approaches her final deliverance, 
Satan is to work with greater power. He comes down 
“having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but 
a short time.” Rev. 12:12. He will work “with alt power 
and signs and lying wonders.” 2 Thess. 2:9. For six 
thousand years that master-mind that once was highest 
among the angels of God, has been wholly bent to the 
work of deception and ruin. And all the depths of Satanic 
skill and subtletly acquired, all the cruelty developed, 
during these struggles, of the ages, will be brought to bear 
against God s people in the final conflict. And in this time 
of peril the followers of Chnst axe to bear to the world the 
warning of the Lord’s second advent; and a people .are to 
be prepared to stand before him at his coming, “without 
spot, and blameless.” 2 Pet. 3:14. At this time the special 
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endowment of divine grace and power is not less needful to 
the church than in apostolic days. ■ 

Through the illumination of the Holy Spirit, the scenes 
of the long-continued conflict between good and evil have 
been opened to the writer of these pages. From time to 
time I have been permitted to behold the working, in 
different ages, of the great controversy between Christ, the 
Prince of life, the author of our salvation, and Satan,' the 
prince of evil, the author of sin, the first transgressor of 
God’s holy law. Satan’s enmity against Christ has been 
manifested against his followers. The same hatred of the 
principles of God’s law, the same policy of deception, by 
which error is made to appear as truth, by which human 
laws are substituted for the law of God, and men are led to 
worship the creature rather than the Creator, may be 
traced in all the history of the past. Satan’s efforts to 
misrepresent the character of God, to cause men to cherish 
a false conception of the Creator, and thus to regard him 
with fear and hate rather than with love, his endeavors to 
set aside the divine law, leading the people to think 
themselves free from its requirements, and his persecution 
of those who dare to resist his deceptions, have been 
steadfastly pursued in all ages. They may be traced in the 
history of patriarchs prophets and apostles, of martyrs and 
reformers. 

In the great final conflict, Satan will employ the same 
policy, manifest the same spirit, and work for the same 
end, as in all preceding ages. That which has been, will be, 
except that the coming struggle will be marked with a 
terrible intensity such as the world has never witnessed. 
Satan’s deceptions will be more subtle, his assaults more 
determined. If it were possible, he would lead astray the 
elect. Mark 13:22, Revised Version. 

As the Spirit of God has opened to my mind the great 
truths of his Word, and the scenes of the past and the 
future, I have been bidden to make known to others what 
has thus been revealed, — to trace the history of the contro- 
versy in past ages, and especially to so present it as to shed 
a light on the fast-approaching struggle of the future. In 
pursuance of this purpose, I have endeavored to select- and 
group together events in the history of the church in such a 
manner as to trace the unfolding of the great testing truths 
that at different periods have been given to the world, that 
have excited the wrath of Satan, and the enmity of a 
world-loving church, and that have been maintained by the 
witness of those who “loved not their lives unto the death. 

In these records we may see a foreshadowing ot me 
conflict before us. Regarding them in the light of God s 
Word, and by the illumination of his. Spirit, we may see- 
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which they must shun who would be found “without fault ” 
before the Lord at his coming. 

The great events which have marked the progress o£ 
reform in past ages, are matters of history, well known and 
universally acknowledged by the Protestant world; they are , 
facts which none can gainsay. This history I have presented 
briefly, in accordance with the scope of the book, and the 
brevity which must necessarily be observed, the facts 
having been condensed into as little space as seemed 
consistent with a proper understanding of their application. 
In some cases where a historian has so grouped together 
events as to afford, in brief, a comprehensive view of the 
subject, or has summarized details in a convenient manner, 
his words have been quoted; but except in a few instances 
no specific credit has been given, since they are not quoted 
for the purpose of citing that writer as authority, but 
because his statement affords a ready and forcible presenta- 
tion of the subject. In narrating the experience and views 
of those carring forward the work of reform in our own 
time, similar use has occasionally been made of their 
published works. 

It is not so much the object of this book to present new 
truths concerning the struggles of former times, as to bring 
, out facts and principles which have a bearing upon coming 
events. Yet viewed as a part of the controversy between the 
forces of light and darkness, all these records of the past 
arc seen to have a new significance; and through them a 
light is cast upon the future, illumining the pathway of 
those who, like the reformers of past ages, will be called, 
even at the peril of all earthly good, to witness “for the 
Word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 

To unfold the scenes of the great controversy between 
truth and error; to reveal the wiles of Satan, and the means 
ay. which he may be successfully resisted; to present a 
satisfactory solution of the great problem of evil, shedding 
such a light upon the origin and the final disposition of sin 
as to fully make manifest the justice and benevolence of 
God in all his dealings with his creatures; and to show the 
holy, unchanging nature of his law, is the object of this 
nook. That through its influence souls may be delivered 
tram the power of darkness, and become “partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light," to the praise of Him who 

ved us, and gave himself for us, is the earnest prayer of 
ttie water. 1 1 

E.GAV. 


Hcnldsburg, Cal., 
May, 1SSS, 
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DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM 

“If thou iiadst known, even thou, at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace! hut now they 
arc hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, ana 
compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and 
shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within 
thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visita- 
tion.” 1 

From the crest of Olivet, Jesus looked upon Jerusalem. 
Fair and peaceful was the scene spread out before him. It 
was the season of the Passover, and from all lands the 
children of Jacob had gathered there to celebrate the great 
national festival. In the midst of gardens and vineyards, 
and gTeen slopes studded with pilgrims’ tents, rose the 
terraced hills, the stately palaces, and massive bulwarks of 
Israel’s capital. The daughter of Zion seemed in her pride 
to say, "I sit a queen, and shall see no sorrow;” as lovely 
then, and deeming herself as secure in Heaven’s favor, as 
when, ages before, the royal minstrel sung, “Beautiful for 
situation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion,” “the 
city of the great King.” 1 In full view were the magnificent 
buildings of the temple. The rays of the setting sun lighted 
up the snowy whiteness of its marine walls, and gleamed 
from golden gate and tower and pinnacle. “The perfection 
of beauty” it stood, the pride of the Jewish nation. What 
child of Israel could gaze upon the scene without a thrill of 
joy and admiration! But far other thoughts occupied the 
mind of Jesus. “When he was come near, he beheld the 
city, and wept over it.’” Amid the universal rejoicing of 
the triumphal entry, while palm branches waved, while 
glad hosannas awoke the echoes of the hills, and thousands 
of voices declared him king, the world’s Redeemer was 
overwhelmed with a sudden and mysterious sorrow. He, 
the Son of God, the Promised One of Israel, whose power 
had conquered death, and called its captives from the 
grave, was in tears, not of ordinary grief, but of intense, 
irrepressible agony. 

1 'Luke 19:42-44. ’ps. 48:2. ’Luke 19: 41. 
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His tears were not for himself, though he well knew 
whither his feet were tending. Before him lay Gethsemane, 
the scene through which for centuries the victims for 
sacrifice had been led, and which was to open for him 
when he should be “brought as a lamb to the slaughter.” 4 
Not far distant was Calvary, the place of crucifixion. Upon 
the path which Christ was soon to tread must fall the 
horror of great darkness as he should make his soul an 
offering for sin. Yet it was not the contemplation of these 
scenes that cast the shadow upon him in this hour of 
gladness. No foreboding of his own superhuman anguish 
clouded that unselfish spirit. He wept for the doomed 
thousands of Jerusalem — because of the blindness and 
impenitence of those whom he came to bless and to save. 

. The history of more than a thousand years of God’s 
special favor and guardian care, manifested to the chosen 
people, was open to the eye of Jesus. There was Mount 
Moriah, where the son of promise, an unresisting victim, 
had been bound to the altar, — emblem of the offering of 
the Son of God. 5 There, the covenant of blessing, the 
glorious Messianic promise, had been confirmed to the 
father of the faithful. 4 There the flames of the sacrifice 
ascending to heaven from the threshing-floor of Oman had 
turned aside the sword of the destroying angel 1 — fitting 
symbol of the Saviour’s sacrifice and mediation for guilty 
men. Jerusalem had been honored of God above all the 
earth. The Lord had “chosen Zion,” he had “desired it for 
his habitation.’” There, for ages, holy prophets had uttered 
their messages of warning. There, priests had waved their 
censers, and the cloud of incense, with the prayers of the 
worshipers, had ascended before God. There daily the 
blood of slain lambs had been offered, pointing forward to 
the Lamb of God. There, Jehovah had revealed his pres- 
ence in the cloud of glory above the mercy-seat. There 
rested the base of that mystic ladder connecting earth with 
Heaven. 5 — that ladder upon which angels of God de- 
scended and ascended, and which opened to the world the 
way into the holiest of all. Had Israel as a nation preserved 
her allegiance to Heaven, Jerusalem would have stood 
forever, the elect of God. 10 But the history of that 
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favored people was a record of backsliding and rebellion.. 
They had resisted Heaven’s grace, abused their privileges, 
and slighted their opportunities. 

Although Israel had “mocked the messengers of ..God, 
and despised his words, and misused his prophets,”” he 
had still manifested himself to them, as “the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant, in 
goodness and truth;”" notwithstanding repeated rejec- 
tions, his mercy had continued its pleadings. With more 
than a father’s pitying love for the son of his care, God had 
“sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and 
sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on 
his dwelling-place.” When remonstrance, entreaty, and 
rebuke had failed, he sent to them the best gift of Heaven; 
nay, he poured out all Heaven in that one gift. 

The Son of God himself was sent to plead with the 
impenitent city. It was Christ that had brought IsTael as a 
goodly vine out of Egypt.” His own hand cast out the 
heathen before it. He had planted it “in a very fruitful 
hill.” 14 His guardian care had hedged it about. His ser- 
vants had been sent to nurture it. “What could have been 
done more to my vineyard," he exclaims, “that I have not 
done in it?"” Though when he "looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, it brought forth wild grapes,”” yet 
with a still yearning hope of fruitfulness he came in person 
to his vineyard, if haply it might be saved from destruction. 
He digged about his vine; he pruned and cherished it. He 
was unwearied in his efforts to save this vine of his own 
planting. 


For three years the Lord of light and glory had gone in 
and out among his people. “He went about doing good,” 
healing all that were oppressed of the devil,’”' binding up 
t te broken-hearted, setting at liberty them that were 
bound, restoring sight to the blind, causing the lame to 
walk and the deaf to hear, cleansing the lepers, raising the 
dead, and preaching the gospel to the poor.” To all classes 
alike was addressed the gracious call, “Come unto me, all 
ye that labor and arc heavy-laden, and I will give you 


Though rewarded with evil for good, and hatred for his 
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cattered in every land, “like wrecks on a desert shore.” In 
be temporal retribution about to fall upon her children, he 
aw but the first draught from that cup of wrath which at 
be final Judgment she must drain to its dregs. Divine pity, 
earning love, found utterance in the mournful words- “ ‘0 
erusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets! and 
tonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I 
tave gathered thy children together, even as a hen gather- 
tn her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” 1 ’ Oh 
hat thou, a nation favored above every other, hadst known 
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refuse to listen to the words of truth in their day of 
visitation. Terrible blindness! strange infatuation! 

Two days before the Passover, when Christ had for the 
last time departed from the temple, after denouncing the 
hypocrisy of the Jewish rulers, he again went out with his 
disciples to the Mount of Olives, and seated himself with 
them upon a grassy slope overlooking the city. Once more 
he gazed upon its walls, its towers and its palaces. Once 
more he beheld the temple in its dazzling splendor, a 
sdiadem of beauty crowning the sacred mount. 

A thousand years before, the psalmist had magnified 
God’s favor to Israel in making her holy house his dwell- 
ing-place: “In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwell- 
ing-place in Zion.” 3 He “chose the tribe of Judah, the 
Mount Zion which he loved. And he built his sanctuary 
like high palaces.”” The first temple had been erected 
during the most prosperous period of Israel’s history. Vas' 
stores of treasure for this purpose had been collected b; 
King David, and the plans for its construction were madt 
by divine inspiration.” Solomon, the wisest of Israel’: 
monarchs, had completed the work. This temple was thf 
most magnificent building which the world ever saw. Ye 
the Lord had declared by the prophet Haggai, concerning 
the second temple, “The glory of this latter house shall b( 
greater than of the former.” “I will shake all nations, anc 
the Desire of all nations shall come; and I will fill this 
house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.” 54 

After the destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar 
it was rebuilt about five hundred years before the birth oi 
•Christ, by a people who from a life-long captivity hac 
returned to a wasted and almost deserted country. There 
were then among them 'aged men who had seen the glory 
of Solomon’s temple, and who wept at the foundation of 
the new building, that it must be so inferior to the former. 
The feeling that prevailed is forcibly described by the 
prophet: “Who is left among you that saw this house in her 
first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes 
in comparison of it as nothing?” 55 Then was given the 
promise that the glory of this latter house should be greater 
than that of the former. 

But the second temple had not equaled the first in 
magnificence; nor was it hallowed by those visible tokens 
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of the divine presence which pertained to the first temple. 
There was no manifestation of supernatural power to mark 
its dedication. No cloud of glory was seen to fill the newly 
erected sanctuary. No fire from Heaven descended to 
consume the sacrifice upon its altar. The shekinah no 
longer rode between the cherubim in the most holy place; 
the ark, the mercy-seat, and the tables of the testimony 
were not to be found therein. No voice sounded from 
Heaven to make known to the inquiring priest the will of 
Jehovah. 

For centuries the Jews had vainly endeavored to show 
P ro ™’ se of given by Haggai, had been, 
fulfilled; yet pride and unbelief blinded their minds to the 
true meaning of the prophet’s words. The second temple 
was not honored with the cloud of Jehovah’s glory, but 
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the events of Christ’s personal coming in temporal glory to 
take the throne of universal empire, to punish the impeni- 
tent Jews, and to break from off the nation the Roman 
yoke. The Lord had told them that he would come the 
second time. Hence at the mention of judgments upon 
Jerusalem, their minds reverted to that coming, and as they 
were gathered about the Saviour upon the Mount of Olives, 
they asked, “When shall these things be? and what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?"” 

The future was mercifully veiled from the disciples. Had 
they at that time fully comprehended the two awful facts, 
— the Redeemer’s sufferings and death and the destruction 
of their city and temple — they would have been over- 
whelmed with horror. Christ presented before them an out- 
line of the prominent events to take place before the 
close of time. His words were not then fully understood; 
but their meaning was to be unfolded as his people should 
need the instruction therein given. The prophecy whicl 
he uttered was two fold in its meaning: while fore- 
shadowing the destruction of Jerusalem, it prefigured also 
the terrors of the last great day. 

Jesus declared to the listening disciples the judgments 
that were to fall upon apostate Israel, and especially tht 
retributive vengeance that would come upon them for then 
rejection and crucifixion of the Messiah. Unmistakable 
signs would precede the awful climax. The dreaded horn 
would come suddenly and swiftly. And the Saviour warned 
his followers: “When ye therefore shall see the abomina- 
tion of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
in the holy place (whoso readeth, let him understand), ther 
let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains.” 5 
When the idolatrous standards of the Romans should be sei 
up in the holy ground, which extended some furlongs 
outside the city walls, then the followers of Christ were to 
find safety in flight. When the warning sign should be seen, 
those who would escape must make no delay. Throughoui 
the land of Judea, as well as in Jerusalem itself, the signal 
for flight must be immediately obeyed. He who chanced to 
be upon the housetop must not go down into his house, 
even to save his most valued treasures. Those who were 
working in the fields or vineyards must not take time tc 
return for the outer garment laid aside while they should 
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The Jewish forces, pursuing after Cestius and his army, 
fell upon their rear with such fierceness as to threaten them 
with total destruction. It was with great difficulty that the 
Romans succeeded in making their retreat. The Jews es- 
caped almost without loss, and with their spoils returned in 
triumph to Jerusalem. Yet this apparent success brought 
them only evil. It inspired them with that spirit of stubborn 
resistance to the Romans which speedily brought unuttera- 
ble woe upon the doomed city. 

Terrible were the calamities that fell upon Jerusalem 
•when the siege was resumed by Titus. The city was 
invested at the time of the Passover, when millions of Jews 
were assembled within its walls. Their stores of provision, 
which if carefully preserved would have supplied the 
inhabitants for years, had previously been destroyed 
through the jealousy and revenge of the contending fac- 
tions, and now all the horrors of starvation were experi- 
enced. A measure of wheat was sold for a talent. So fierce 
•were the pangs of hunger that men would gnaw the leather 
of their belts and sandals and the covering of their shields, 
jreat numbers of the people would steal out at night to 
gather wild plants growing outside the city walls, though 

n "y ;y ere se ‘* ed and P ut to death with cruel torture, and 
. .. those who returned in safety were robbed of what 

t urL d w S eane n- a V? 81-631 P eriI - The most inhuman 
the want-sm>l-pn 1Ct£d i by ?° se in P° wer > to force from 
they mieht K ” PC ° P f ^ last scanty supplies which 
infrequSlv n 1 And these cities "'ere not 
fed and whn T !CC by men w h° Were themselves well 

of^ provision < f<n-^the I future. deS * r0US ° f ^ “ P * St0rC 

affectionTeerMd^m fT °/ n famine an d pestilence. Natural 
thSr wives S wi^ V ?,, been e deStr0yed - Husbands robbed 
seen snalchinc the f S ^bands. Children would be 
prcnu. Tire 'tal "’S’' ° f ’ hcir . 

■odder] S „ “ I> ^2L* “* ° f «-= Pitiful women have 
deslmelion of fc dm,?, ’ f TOre ,hcir m '« «>= 

KX?* ZZtlhfi 

— - 

K Isa. 49:15. 

Lam. 4:10. 



Destruction of Jerusalem • 33 

ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be 
evil toward the husband of her bosom, and toward her son, 
and toward her daughter; . . . and toward her children 
which she shall bear; for she shall eat them for want of all 
things secretly in the siege and straitness, wherewith thine 
enemy shall distress thee in thy gates.”" 

The Roman leaders endeavored to strike terror to the 
Jews, and thus cause them to surrender. Those prisoners 
who resisted when taken, were scourged, tortured, and 
crucified before the wall of the city. Hundreds were daily 
put to death in this manner, and the dreadful work 
continued until, along the valley of Jehoshaphat and at 
Calvary, crosses were erected in so great numbers that 
there was scarcely room to move among them. So terribly 
was visited that awful imprecation uttered before the 
judgment-seat of Pilate: “His blood be on us, and on our 
children.”" 

Titus would willingly have put an end to the fearful 
scene, and thus have spared Jerusalem the full measure of 
her doom. He was filled with horror as he saw the bodies 
of the dead lying in heaps in the valleys. Like one en- 
tranced, he looked from the crest of Olivet upon the 
magnificent temple, and gave command that not one stone 
of it be touched. Before attempting to gain possession of 
this stronghold, he made an earnest appeal to the Jewish 
leaders not fo force him to defile the sacred place with 
blood. If they would come forth and fight in any other 
place, no Roman should violate the sanctity of the temple. 
Josephus himself, in a most eloquent appeal, entreated 
them to surrender, to save themselves, their city, and their 
place of worship. But his words were answered with bitter 
curses. Darts were hurled at him, their last human medi- 
ator, as he stood pleading with them. The Jews had reject- 
ed the entreaties of the Son of God, and now expostula- 
tion and entreaty only made them more determined to 
resist to the last. In vain were the efforts of Titus to save 
the temple; One greater than he had declared that not one 
stone was to be left upon another. 

The blind obstinacy of the Jewish leaders, and the 
detestable, crimes perpetrated within the besieged city, 
excited the horror and indignation of the Romans, and 
Titus, at last decided to take the temple by storm. He 
determined, however, that if possible it should be saved 
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ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be 
evil toward the husband of her bosom, and toward her son, 
and toward her daughter; ... and toward her children 
which she shall bear; for she shall eat them for want of all 
things secretly in the siege and straitness, wherewith thine 
enemy shall distress thee in thy gates.”" 

The Roman leaders endeavored to strike terror to the 
Jews, and thus cause them to surrender. Those prisoners 
who resisted when taken, were scourged, tortured, and 
crucified before the wall of the city. Hundreds were daily 
put to death in this manner, and the dreadful work 
continued until, along the valley of Jehoshaphat and at 
Calvary, crosses were erected in so great numbers that 
there was scarcely room to move among them. So terribly 
was visited that awful imprecation uttered before the 
judgment-seat of Pilate: “His blood be on us, and on our 
children.”" 
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his commands were disregarded. 
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perished. Above the sound of battle, voices were 
shouting, “Ichabod!” — the glory is departed. 

“Titus found it impossible to check the rage or 
soldiery; he entered with his officers, and surveyed t ® 
interior of the sacred edifice. The splendor filled them wi 
wonder; and as the flames had not yet penetrated to t e 
holy place, he made a last effort to save it, and springing 
forth, again exhorted the soldiers to stay the progress o 
the conflagration. The centurion Liberalis endeavored to 
enforce obedience with his staff of office; but even respect 
. for the emperor gave way to the furious animosity against 
the Jews, to the fierce excitement of battle, and to the 
insatiable hope of plunder. The soldiers saw everything 
around them radiant with gold, which shone dazzlingly m 
the wild digit of the flames; they supposed that incalcuable 
treasures were laid up in the sanctuary. A soldier, unper- 
ccivcd, thrust a lighted torch between the hinges of the 
door; the whole building was in flames in an instant. The 
blinding smoke and fire forced the officers to retreat, and 
the noble edifice was left to its fate. 

“It was an appalling spectacle to the Roman; what was it 
to the Jew? The whole summit of the hill which com- 
manded the city blazed like a volcano. One after another 
the buildings fell in, with a tremendous crash, and were 
swallowed up in the fiery abyss. The roofs of cedar were 
like sheets of flame; the gilded pinnacles shone like spikes 
of red light; the gate towers sent up tall columns of flame 
and smoke. The neighboring hills were lighted up; and 
dark groups of people were seen svatching in horrible 
anxiety the progress of the destruction; the walls and 
heights of the upper city were crowded with faces, some 
pale with the agony of despair, others scowling unavailing 
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vengeance. The shouts of the Roman soldiery as they ran 
to and fro, and the howlings of the insurgents who were 
perishing in the flames, mingled with the roaring of the 
conflagration and the thundering sound of falling timbers. 
The echoes of the mountains replied or brought back the 
shrieks of the people on the heights; all along the walls 
resounded screams and wailings; men who were expiring 
with famine rallied their rem ainin g strength to utter a cry 
of anguish and desolation. 

“The slaughter within was even more dreadful than the 
spectacle from without Men and women, old and young, 
insurgents and priests, those who fought and those who 
entreated mercy, were hewn down in indiscriminate car- 
nage. The number of the slain exceeded that of the slayers. 
The legionnaires had to clamber over heaps of dead to 
carry on the work of extermination.” 

After the destruction of the temple, the whole city soon 
fell into the hands of the Romans. The leaders of the Jews 
forsook their impregnable towers, and Titus found them 
solitary. He gazed upon them with amazement, and de- 
clared that God had given them into his hands; for no 
engines, however powerful, could have prevailed against 
those stupendous battlements. Both the city and the temple 
were razed to their foundations, and the ground upon 
which the holy house had stood was “plowed like a 
field.”" In the siege and the slaughter that followed, more 
than a million of the people perished; the survivors were 
carried away as captives, sold as slaves, dragged to Rome 
to grace the conqueror’s triumph, thrown to wild beasts in 
the' amphitheaters, or scattered as homeless wanderers 
throughout the earth. 

The Jews had forged their own fetters; they had filled 
for themselves the cup of vengeance. In the utter destruc- 
tion that befell them as a nation, and in all the woes that 
followed them in their dispersion, they were but reaping 
the harvest which their own hands had sown. Says the 
prophet, “O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself;” “for thou 
hast fallen by thine iniquity,”" Their sufferings are often 
represented as a punishment visited upon them by the 
direct decree of God. It is thus that the great deceiver seeks 
to conceal his own work. By stubborn rejection of divine 
love and mercy, the Jews had caused the protection of God 
to be withdrawn from them, and Satan was permitted to 
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>£ questing readers, searching for the answers to 
he most pressing problems of this life, have 
umed to this marvelous book through the 
fears . . . and found the comfort and inspiration 
of authoritative answers, based on profound 
understanding of the Bible and of man’s relation- 
ship to God during the twenty centuries of the 
Christian Dispensation. 

Ancient prophecies and their meaning for today — 
and tomorrow . . . the many Christian churches 
in our time — will they someday unite? , . . the 
ultimate ordeal which the whole race of man may 
he called on to face — in our own lifetime . . . 
these and many other matters of the deepest 
concern are presented in this world-wide best- 
seller, ah unforgettable and enriching book for 
the ages. 
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innocent. They were condemned as rebels against the 
empire, as foes of religion, and pests to society. Great 
numbers were thrown to wild beasts or burned alive in the 
amphitheaters. Some were crucified; others were covered 
with the skins of wild animals, and thrust into the arena to 
be torn by dogs. Their punishment was often made the 
chief entertainment at public fetes. Vast multitudes assem- 
bled to enjoy the sight, and greeted their dying agonies 
with laughter and applause. 

Wherever they sought refuge, the followers of Christ 
were hunted like beasts of prey. They were forced to seek 
concealment in desolate and solitary places. “Destitute, 
afflicted, tormented; of. whom the world was not worthy; 
they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens 
and caves of the earth.” 1 The catacombs afforded shelter 
for thousands. Beneath the hills outside the city of Rome, 
long galleries had been tunneled through earth and rock; 
the dark and intricate network of passages extended for 
miles beyond the city walls. In these underground retreats, 
the followers of Christ buried their dead; and here also, 
when suspected and proscribed, they found a home. When 
the Lifegiver shall awaken those who have fought the good 
fight, many a martyr for Christ’s sake will come forth from 
■ • gloomy caverns. 
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they saw Christ and angels leaning over the battlements of 
Heaven, gazing upon them with the deepest interest, and 
regarding their steadfastness with approval. A voice came 
down to them from the throne of God, “Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.”' 

In vain were Satan’s efforts to destroy the church of 
Christ by violence. The great controversy in which the 
disciples of Jesus yielded up their lives, did not cease when 
these faithful standard-bearers fell at their post. By defeat 
they conquered. God’s workmen were slain, but his work 
went steadily forward. The gospel continued to spread, and 
the number of its adherents to increase. It penetrated into 
regions that were inaccessible, even to the eagles of Rome. 
Said a Christian, expostulating with the heathen rulers who 
were urging forward the persecution: “You may torment, 
afflict, and vex us. Your wickedness puts our weakness to 
the test, but your cruelty is of no avail. It is but a stronger 
invitation to bring others to our persuasion. The more we 
are mowed down, the more we spring up again. The blood 
of the Christians is seed.” 

Thousands were imprisoned and slain; but others sprung 
up to fill their places. And those who were martyred for 
their faith were secured to Christ, and accounted of him as 
conquerors. They had fought the good fight, and they were 
to receive the crown of glory when Christ should come. 
The sufferings which they endured brought Christians 
nearer to one another and to their Redeemer. Their living 
example and dying testimony were a constant witness for 
the truth; and, where least expected, the subjects of Satan 
were leaving his service, and enlisting under the banner of 
Christ 

Satan therefore laid his plans to war more successfully 
against the government of God, by planting his banner m 
the Christian church. If the followers of Christ could be 
deceived, and led to displease God, then their strength, 
fortitude, and firmness would fail, and they would f on 
easy nrev, » 
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understood so well how to oppose the true Christiari faith, 
as did those who had once been its defenders; and these • j 
apostate Christians, uniting with their half-pagan compan- 
ions, directed their warfare against the most essential 
features of the doctrines of Christ. 

It required a desperate struggle for those who would be 
faithful to stand firm against the deceptions and abom- . 
inations which were disguised in sacerdotal garments and 
introduced into the church. The Bible was not accepted as 
the standard of faith. The doctrine of religious freedom 
was termed heresy, and its upholders were hated and 


oroscribed. „ „ „ „ . .. A , 

After a long and severe conflict, the faithful few decided 
dissolve all union with the apostate church if she still 
fused to free herself from falsehood and idolatry. They 
w that separation was an absolute necessity if they would 
>ey the Word of God. They dared not tolerate errors fatal 
i their own souls, and set an example which would imperil 
ie faith of their children and children’s children. To 
:cure peace and unity they were ready to make any 
mcession consistent with fidelity to God; but they felt 
lat even peace would be too dearly purchased at the 
V^ifice of principle. If unity could be secured only by the 
V- oi 1 of truth and righteousness, then let there be 
■ > .ce, and even war. 

ell would it be for the church and the world if the 
. **..“- that actuated those steadfast souls were revived 
■< the hearts of God’s professed people. There, is an 
larming indifference in regard to the doctrines which are 
he pillars of the Christian faith. The opinion is gaining 
ground, that, after all, these are not of vital importance, 
fhis degeneracy is strengthening the hands of the agents ot 
Satan, so that false theories and fatal delusions which the 
'aithful in ages past imperiled their lives to resist and 
ixpose, are now regarded with favor by thousands who 
:laim to be followers of Christ. 


The early Christians were indeed a peculiar people- 
Fheir blameless deportment and unswerving faith were a 
sontinual reproof that disturbed the sinner’s peace. Though 
few in numbers, without wealth, position, or honorary 
titles, they were a terror to evil-doers wherever their 
character and doctrines were known. Therefore they were 
hated by the wicked, even as Abel was hated by the 
ungodly Cain. For the same reason that Cain slew Abel did 
those who sought to throw off the restraint of the Holy 
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rit, put to death God’s people. It was for the same 
son that the Jews rejected and crucified the Saviour, — 
ause the purity and holiness of his character was a 
istant rebuke to their selfishness and corruption. From 
days of Christ until now, his faithful disciples have 
ited the hatred and opposition of those who love and 
ow the ways of sin. 

flow, then, can the gospel be called a message of peace? 
len Isaiah foretold the birth of the Messiah, he ascribed 
iim the title, “Prince of peace.” When angels announced 
the shepherds that Christ was bom, they sung above the 
ins of Bethlehem, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
th peace, good will toward men.” 8 There is a seeming 
itradiction between these prophetic declarations and the 
rds of Christ, “I came not to send peace, but a sword.”’ 
t rightly understood, the two are in perfect harmony, 
e gospel is a message of peace. Christianity is a system, 
ich, received and obeyed, would spread peace, harmony, 
1 happiness throughout the earth. The religion of Christ 
1 unite in close brotherhood all who accept its teachings, 
ivas the mission of Jesus to reconcile men to God, and 
is to one another. But the world at large are under the 
itrol of Satan, Christ’s bitterest foe. The gospel presents 
them principles of life which are wholly at variance with 
ir habits and desires, and they rise in rebellion against it. 
ey hate the purity which reveals and condemns their 
s, and they persecute and destroy those who would urge 
m them its just and holy claims. It is in this sense — 
:ause the exalted truths it brings, occasion hatred and 
fe — that the gospel is called a sword. 

Ihe mysterious providence which permits the righteous 
suffer persecution at the hand of the wicked, has been a 
ise of great perplexity to many who are weak in faith, 
me are even ready to cast away their confidence in God, 
:ause he suffers the basest of men to prosper, while the 
it and purest are afflicted and tormented by their cruel 
tver. How, it is asked, can One who is just and merciful, 
I who is also infinite in power, tolerate such injustice 
3 oppression? This is a question with which we have 
thing to do. God has given us sufficient evidence of his 
e, and we are not to doubt his goodness because we 
mot understand the workings of his providence. Said the 
riour to his disciples, forseeing the doubt that would 
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Satan’s power, — a monument of his efforts to seat himself 
upon the throne to rule the earth according to his will. 

Satan once endeavored to form a compromise with 
Christ He came to the Son of God in the wilderness of 
temptation, and, showing him all the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory, of them, offered to give all into his 
hands if he would but acknowledge the supremacy of the 
prince of darkness. Christ rebuked the presumptuous 
tempter, and forced him to depart. But Satan meets with 
greater success in presenting the same temptations to man. 
To secure worldly gains and honors, the church was led to 
seek the favor and support of the great men of earth, arid 
having thus rejected Christ, she was induced to yield 
allegiance to the representative of Satan, — the bishop of 
Rome. 


It is one of the leading doctrines of Romanism that the 
pope is the visible head of the universal church of Christ, 
invested with supreme authority over bishops and pastors 
in all parts of the world. More than this,, the pope has 
arrogated the very titles of Deity. He styles himself “Lord 
God the Pope ” assumes infallibility, and demands that all 
men pay him homage. Thus the same claim urged by Satan 
m the wilderness of temptation is still urged by him 

. Church of Rome, and vast numbers are ready 
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was made a festival in honor of the resurrection of Christ. 
Religious services were held upon it; yet it was regarded as 
a day of recreation, the Sabbath being still sacredly ob- 
served. 


To prepare the way for the work which he designed to 
accomplish, Satan had led the Jews, before the advent of 
Christ, to load down the Sabbath with the most rigorous 
exactions, making its observance a burden. Now, taking' 
advantage of the false light in which he had thus caused it 
to be regarded, he cast contempt upon it as a Jewish 
institution. While Christians continued to observe the Sun- 
day as a joyous festival, he led them, in order to show their 
hatred of Judaism, to make the Sabbath a fast, a day of 
sadness and gloom. 


In the early part of the fourth century, the emperor 
Constantine issued a decree making Sunday a public festi- 
val throughout the Roman Empire. The day of the sun was 
reverenced by his pagan subjects, and was honored by 
Christians; u was the emperor's policy to unite the conflict- 
ing interests of heathenism and Christianity. He was urged 
hv °<!v S by lbe b ' s hops of the church, who, insiprcd 
Jml r! blt>0n ’ a ? d thirst for P° wer > perceived that if' the 
d m y WaS observed b y bot h Christians and the heathen, 
l v ° U ' d P romot e the nominal acceptance of Christianity 
ciLrrlf a " s ' and , thu s advance the power and glory of the 
<5 - ' U W U C . Christians were gradually led to regard 
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seclusion and obscurity. Thus says the prophet: “The . 
woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place 
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thou- 
sand two hundred and threescore days.” 13 

The accession of the Roman Church to power marked 
the beginning of the Dark Ages. As her power increased the 
darkness deepened. Faith was transferred from Christ, the 
true foundation, to the pope of Rome. Instead of trusting 
in the Son of God for forgiveness of sins and for 
eternal salvation, the people looked to the pope, and to the 
priests and prelates to whom he delegated authority. They 
were taught that the pope was their earthly mediator, and 
that none could approach God except through him, and, 
further, that he stood in the place of God to them, and was 
therefore to be implicitly obeyed. A deviation from his 
requirements was sufficient cause for the severest punish- 
ment to be visited upon the bodies and souls of the 
offenders. Thus the minds of the people were turned away 
from God to fallible, erring, and cruel men, nay more, to 
the prince of darkness himself, who exercised his power 
through them. Sin was disguised in a garb of sanctity. 
When the Scriptures are suppressed, and man comes to 
regard himself as supreme, we need look only for fraud, 
deception, and debasing iniquity. With the elevation of 
>' 1 ' ,n laws and traditions, was manifest the corruption 
that ever results from setting aside the law of God.- , 

Those were days of peril for the church of Christ. The 
faithful standard-bearers were few indeed. Though the 
truth was not left without witnesses, yet at times it seemed 
that error and superstition would wholly prevail, and true 
religion would be banished from the earth. The gospel was 
lost sight of, but the forms of religion were multiplied, and 
the people were burdened with rigorous exactions. 

They were taught not only to look to the pope as their 
mediator, but to trust to works of their own to atone for 
sin. Long pilgrimages, acts of penance, the worship of 
relics, the erection of churches, shrines, and altars, the 
payment of large sums to the church, — these and many 
similar acts were enjoined to appease the wrath of God or 
to secure his favor; as if God were like men, to be angered 
at trifles, or pacified by gifts or acts of penance! 

Notwithstanding that vice prevailed, even among the 
leaders of the Romish Church, her infl uence seemed steadi- 

"Rev. 12:6. 
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In the thirteenth century' was established that most 
terrible of all the engines of the papacy, — the Inquisition. 
The prince of darkness wrought with the leaders of the 
papal hierarchy. In their secret councils, Satan and his 
angels controlled the minds of evil men, while unseen in 
the midst stood an angel of God, taking the fearful record 
of their iniquitous decrees, and writing the history of deeds 
too horrible to appear to human eyes. “Babylon the great,” 
was "drunken with the blood of the saints.” The mangled 
forms of millions of martyrs cried to God for vengeance 
upon that apostate power. 

Popery had become the world’s despot. Kings and em- 
perors bowed to the decrees of the Roman pontiff. The 
destinies of men, both for time and for eternity, seemed 
under his control. For hundreds of years the doctrines of 
Rome had been extensively and implicitly received, its rites 
reverently performed, its festivals generally observed. Its 
clergy were honored and liberally sustained. Never since 
has the Roman Church attained to greater dignity, magnifi- 
cence, or power. 

The noontide of the papacy was the world’s moral 
midnight. The Holy Scriptures were almost unknown, not 
only to the people, but to the priests. Like the Pharisees of 
- old, the papist leaders hated the light which would reveal 

i sins. God’s law, the standard of righteousness, having 

cn removed, they exercised power without limit, and 
practiced vice without restraint. Fraud, avarice, and profli- 
gacy prevailed. Men shrank from no crime by which they 
could gain wealth or position. The palaces of popes and 
prelates were scenes of the vilest debauchery. Some of the 
reigning pontiffs were guilty of crimes so revolting' that 
secular rulers endeavored to depose these dignitaries of the 
c lurch as monsters too vile to be tolerated. For centuries 
Europe had made no progress in learning, arts, or civiliza- 
tion. A moral and intellectual paralysis had fallen upon 
Christendom. 

The condition of the world under the Romish power 
presented a fearful and striking fulfillment of the words of 
t ic prophet Hosea: “My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge; because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will 
also reject thee; . . . seeing thou hast forgotten the law of 
thy God, I will also forget thy children.” “There is no 
truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By 
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swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and commit- 
ting adultery, they break out, and blood touchetli 
blood.”” Such were the results of banishing the Word of 
God, 



THE WALDENSES 

Amid the gloom that settled upon the earth during the 
long period of papal supremacy, the light of truth could 
not be wholly extinguished. In every age there were wit- 
nesses for God, — men who cherished faith in Christ as the 
only mediator between God and man, who held the Bible 
as the only rule of life, and who hallowed the true Sabbath. 
How much the world owes to these men, posterity will 
never know. They were branded as heretics, their motives 
impugned, their characters maligned, their writings sup- 
pressed, misrepresented, or mutilated. Yet they stood firm, 
and from age to age maintained their faith in its purity, as 
a sacred heritage for the generations to come. 

The history of God’s people during the ages of darkness 
that followed upon Rome’s supremacy, is written in Heav- 
en. But they have little place in human records. Few- 
traces of their existence can be found, except in the 
accusations of their persecutors. It was the policy of Rome 
to obliterate every trace of dissent from her doctrines or 
^decrees. Everything heretical, whether persons or writings, 
'-v as destroyed. A single expression of doubt, a question as 
'"v, e authority of papal dogmas, was enough to forfeit the 
j of rich or poor, high or low. Rome endeavored also to 

stroy every record of her cruelty toward dissenters. 

apal councils decreed that books and writings containing 
such records should be committed to the flames. Before the 
invention of printing, books were few in number, and in a 
form not favorable for preservation; therefore there was 
little to prevent the Romanists from carrying out their 
purpose. 

No church within the limits of Romish jurisdiction was 
long left undisturbed in the enjoyment of freedom of 
conscience, No sooner had the papacy obtained power than 
she stretched out her arms to crush all that refused to 
acknowledge her sway; and one after another, the churches 
submitted to her dominion. ' 

In Great Britain, primitive- Christianity had wry early 
taken root. The gospel received by the Britons in the firs 
centuries, was then uncorrupted by Romish apostasy- 
Persecution from pagan emperors, which extended even to 
these far-off shores, was the only gift that the f irs . 
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were employed against these witnesses, for a Bible faith, 
until the churches of Britain were destroyed, or forced to 
submit to the authority of the pope. - 

In lands beyond the jurisdiction of Rome, there existed 
for many centuries bodies of Christians who remained 
almost wholly free from papal corruption. They were 
surrounded by heathenism, and in the lapse of ages were 
affected by its errors; but they continued to regard the 
Bible as the only rule of faith, and adhered to m any of its 
truths. These Christians believed in the perpetuity of the 
law of God, and observed the Sabbath of the fourth 
commandment. Churches that held to this faith and prac- 
tice, existed in Central Africa and among the Armenians of 
Asia. 

But of those who resisted the encroachments of the 
papal power, the Waidenses stood foremost. In the very 
land where popery had fixed its seat, there its falsehood 
and corruption were most steadfastly resisted. For cen- 
turies the churches of Piedmont maintained their independ- 
ence; but the time came at last when Rome insisted upon 
their submission. After ineffectual struggles against her 
tyranny, the leaders of these churches reluctantly acknowl- 
edged the supremacy of the power to which the whole 
' , world seemed to pay homage. There were some, however, 
who refused to yield to the authority of pope or prelate. 
They were determined to maintain their allegiance to God, 
and to preserve the purity and simplicity of their faith. A 
separation took place. Those who adhered to the ancient 
faith now withdrew; some, forsaking their native Alps,' 
raised the banner of truth in foreign lands; others retreated 
to the secluded glens and rocky fastnesses' of the moun- 
tains, and there preserved their freedom to worship God. 

The faith which for many centuries was held and taught 
by the Waldensian Christians was in marked contrast to the 
false doctrines put forth from Rome. Their religious belief 
was founded upon the written word of God, the true 
system of Christianity. But those humble peasants, in their 
obscure retreats, shut away from the world, and bound to 
daily toil among their flocks and their vineyards, had not 
themselves arrived at the truth in opposition to the dogmas 
and heresies of the apostate church. Theirs was not a faith 
newiy received. Their religious belief was their inheritance 
from their fathers. They contended for the faith of the 
apostolic church,— “the faith which was once delivered to 
the saints.” “The church in the wilderness,” and not the 
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harmony and brotherly love. In times of peace they were 
sustained by the free-will offerings of the people; but, like > 
Paul the tent-maker, each learned some trade or profession 
by which, if necessary, to provide for his own support. 

From their pastors the youth received instruction. While 
attention was given to branches of general learning, the 
Bible was made the chief study. The Gospels of Matthew 
and John they committed to memory, with many of the 
Epistles. They were employed also in . copying the Scrip- 
tures. Some manuscripts contained the whole Bible, others 
only brief selections, to which some simple explanations of 
the text were added by those who were able to expound the 
Scriptures. Thus were brought forth the treasures of truth 
so long concealed by those who sought to exalt them- 
selves above God. 

By patient, untiring labor, sometimes in the deep, dark 
caverns of the earth, by the light of torches, the sacred 
Scriptures were written out, verse by verse, chapter by • 
chapter.^ Thus the work went on, the revealed will of God 
shining out like pure gold; how much brighter, clearer, and 
more powerful because of the trials undergone for its sake, 
only those could realize who were engaged in the work, 
^Angels from Heaven surrounded these faithful workers. 

Satan had urged on the papel priests and prelates to bury 
■ -v- Word of truth beneath the rubbish of error, heresy, and 

i ' on; but in a most wonderful manner it was 
preserved uncorrupted through all the ages of darkness. It 
bore not the stamp of man, but the impress of God. Men 
have been unwearied in their efforts to obscure the plain, 
simple meaning of the Scriptures, and to make them 
contradict their own testimony; but, like the ark upon the 
billowy deep, the Word of God outrides the storms that 
threaten it with destruction. As the mine has rich veins of 
gold and silver hidden beneath the surface, so that all must 
d >S. w bo would discover its precious stores, so the Holy 
Scriptures have treasures of truth that are revealed only to 
the earnest, humble, prayerful seeker. God designed the 
Bible to be a lesson-book to all mankind, in childhood, j 
youth, and manhood, and to be studied through all time, j 
He gave his Word to men as a revelation of himself. Every j 
new truth discerned is a fresh disclosure of the character of 
its Author. The study of the Scriptures is the means 
divinely ordained to bring men into closer connection with 
their Creator, and to give them a clearer knowledge of his "j 
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fice, was a fitting introduction to the pastor’s life in those 
times that tried men’s souls. The youth who received 
ordination to the sacred office saw before them, not the 
prospect of earthly wealth and glory, but a life of toil and 
danger, and possibly a martyr’s fate. The missionaries went 
out two and two, as Jesus sent forth his disciples. With 
every young man was usually associated a man of age and 
experience, the youth being under the guidance of his 
companion, who was held responsible for his training, and 
whose instruction he was required to heed. These co- 
laborers were not always together, but often met for prayer 
and counsel, thus strengthening each other in. the faith. 

To have made known the object of . their mission would 
have insured its defeat; therefore they carefully concealed 
their real character. Every minister possessed a knowledge 
of some trade or profession, and the missionaries prose- 
cuted their work under cover of a secular calling. Usually 
they chose that of merchant or peddler. They dealt in 
choice and costly articles, such as silks, laces, and jewels, 
which in those times could not be readily procured, and 
thus they found entrance where they would otherwise have 
been repulsed. All the while their hearts were uplifted to 
God for wisdom to present a treasure more precious than 
gold or gems. They secretly carried about with them copies 
of the Bible, in whole or in part, and whenever an 
opportunity was presented, they called the attention of 
their customers to these manuscripts. Often an interest to 
read God’s Word was thus awakened, and some portion 
was gladly left with those who desired to receive it. 

The work of these missionaries began in the plains and 
valleys at the foot of their own mountains, but it extended 
far beyond these limits. With naked feet and in garments 
coarse and travel-stained as were those of their Master, 
they passed through great cities, and penetrated to distant 
lands. Everywhere they scattered the precious seed. 
Churches sprung up in their path, and the blood of martyrs 
witnessed for the truth. The day of God will reveal a rich 
harvest of souls garnered by the labors of these faithful 
men. Veiled and silent, the Word of God was making its 
way through Christendom, and meeting a glad reception in 
the homes and hearts of men. 

To the Waldenses the Scriptures were not merely a 
record of God’s dealings with men in the past, and a 
revelation of the responsibilities and duties of the present, 
but an unfolding of the perils and glories of the future. 
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» mediation of priests and saints must be invoked. Those 
lose minds bad been enlightened by the Word of God 
nged to point these souls to Jesus as their compassionate, 
ving Saviour, standing with outstretched anus inviting ail 
come to him with their burden of sin, their care and 
eariness. They longed to clear away the obstructions 
hich Satan had piled up that men might not see the 
•omises, and come directly to God, confessing their sins, 
ad obtaining pardon and peace. 

Eagerly did the Vaudois missionary unfold to the inquir- 
lg mind the precious truths of the gospel. Cautiously he 
roduced the carefully written portions of the Holy Scrip- 
ares. It was his greatest joy to give hope to the conscien- 
ious, sin-stricken soul, who could see only • a God of 
r engeance, waiting to execute justice. With quivering lip 
ind tearful eye did he, often on bended knees, open to his 
irethren the precious promises that reveal the sinner’s only 
aope. Thus the light of truth penetrated many a darkened 
mind, rolling back the cloud of gloom, until the Sun of 
Righteousness shone into the heart with healing in his 
beams. It was often the case that some portion of Scripture 
was read again and again, the hearer desiring it to be 
repeated, as if he would assure himself that he had heard 
aright. Especially was the repitition of these words eagerly 
desired: “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
fiu' all sin.” 1 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.” 1 

Many were undeceived in regard to the claims of Rome. 
They saw how vain is the mediation of men or angels in 
behalf of the sinner. As the true light dawned upon their 
minds, they exclaimed with rejoicing, “Christ is my priest; 
his blood is my sacrifice; his altar is my confessional.” 
They cast themselves wholly upon the merits of Jesus, 
repeating the words, “Without faith it is impossible to 
please him.’” “There is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved.”* 

The assurance of a Saviour’s love seemed too much for 
some of these poor tempest-tossed souls to realize. So great 
was the relief which it brought, such a flood of light was 
shed upon them, that they seemed transported to Heaven. 


M John 1:7. 
! Hcb. 11:6. 


: John 3:14, 15. 
‘Acts 4: 12. 
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Their hand was laid confidingly in the hand of Christ; their 
feet were planted upon the Rock of Ages. AH fear of death 
was banished. They could now covet the prison and the 
fagot if they might thereby honor the name of their 
Redeemer. 

In secret places the Word of Cod was thus brought forth 
and read, sometimes to a single soul, sometimes to a little 
company who were longing for light and truth. Often the 
entire night was spent in this manner. So great would be 
tire wonder and admiration of the listeners that the mes- 
senger of mercy was not infrequently compelled to cease 
his reading until the understanding could grasp the tidings 
of salvation. Often would words like these be uttered: 
"Will God indeed accept my offering? Will he smile upon 
me? Will he pardon me?" The answer was read, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will 
give you rest.” 5 

Faith grasped the promise, and the glad response was 
heard, “No more long pilgrimages to make; no more 
painful journeys to holy shrines. I may come to Jesus just 
as I am, sinful and unholy, and he will not spurn the 
penitential prayer. ‘Thy sins be forgiven thee.’ Mine, even 
mine, may be forgiven!” 

A tide of sacred joy would fill the heart, and the name 
of Jesus would be magnified by praise and thanksgiving. 
Those happy souls returned to their homes to diffuse light, 
to repeat to others, as well as they could, their new 
experience; that they had found the true and living Way. 
There was a strange and solemn power in the words of 
Scripture that spoke directly to the hearts of those who 
were longing for the truth. It was the voice of God, and it 
carried conviction to those who heard. 

The messenger of truth went on his way; but his appear- 
ance of humility, his sincerity, his earnestness and deep 
fervor, were subjects of frequent remark. In many in- 
stances his hearers had not asked him whence he came, or 
whither he went. They had been so overwhelmed, at first 
with surprise, and afterward with gratitude and joy, that 
they had not thought to question him. When they had 
urged him to accompany diem to their homes, he had 
replied that he must visit the lost sheep of the flock. Could 
he have been an angel from Heaven? they queried. 

In'many cases the messenger of truth was seen no more. 


‘Matt. 11:28. 
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He had made his way to other lands, he was wearing out 
his life in some unknown dungeon, or perhaps his bones 
were whitening on the spot where he had witnessed for t e 
truth. But the words he had left behind could not be 
destroyed. They were doing their work in the hearts of 
men; the blessed results will be fully known only in the 
Judgment. _ _ 

The Waldensian missionaries were invading the kingdom 
of Satan, and the powers of darkness aroused to greater 
vigilance. Every effort to advance the truth was watched 
by the prince of evil, and he excited the fears of his agents. 
The papal leaders saw a portent of danger to their cause 
from the labors of these humble itinerants. If the light of 
truth were allowed to shine unobstructed, it would sweep 
away the heavy clouds of error that enveloped the people; 
it would direct the minds of men to God alone, and would 


eventually destroy the supremacy of Rome. 

The very existence of this people, holding the faith of 
the ancient church, was a constant testimony to Rome’s 
apostasy, and therefore excited the most bitter hatred and 
persecution. Their refusal to surrender the Scriptures was 
also an offense that Rome could not tolerate. She deter- 
mined to blot them from the earth. Now began the most 
terrible crusades against God’s people in their mountain 
homes. Inquisitors were put upon their track, and the scene 
of innocent Abel falling before the murderous Cain was 
often repeated. 


Again and again were their fertile lands laid waste, theii 
dwellings and chapels swept away, so that where once were 
flourishing fields and the homes of an innocent, industrious 
people, there remained only a desert. As the ravenous beast 
is rendered more furious by the taste of blood, so the rage 
ot the papists was kindled to greater intensity by the 
sufferings of their victims. Many of these witnesses for a 
pure faith were pursued across the mountains, and hunted 
down m the valleys where they were hidden, shut in by 
mighty forests, and pinnalces of rock. 

of ,K°, Charee . < i 0U J c * be bought against the moral character 
i proscribed class. Even their enemies declared them 
fW P ?u Ceable h quiet ’ pious people- Their grand offense 
nf th<, ey would not worship God according to the will 
t rt ^ or ^’ s crime, every humiliation, insult, and 

them men ° r devils could invent was leaped upon 


When Rome at one time determined to exterminate the 
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his time enabled him to expose its errors; and by his stut 
of national and ecclesiastical law he was' prepared 
engage in the great struggle for civil and religious libe'rt 
While he could wield the weapons drawn from the Woi 
of God, he had acquired the intellectual discipline of tl 
schools, and he understood the tactics of the schoolme 
The power of his genius and the extent and thoroughne 
of his knowledge commanded the respect of both frient 
and foes. His adherents saw with satisfaction that the 
champion stood foremost among the leading minds of tl 
nation; and his enemies were prevented from casting cot 
tempt upon the cause of reform by exposing the ignorant 
or weakness of its supporter. 

While Wycliffe was still at college, he entered upon th 
study of the Scriptures. In those early times, when th 
Bible existed only in the ancient languages, scholars wer 
enabled to find their way to the fountain of truth, whici 
was closed to the uneducated classes. Thus already the wa; 
had been prepared for Wyciiffe’s future work as a re 
former. Men of learning had studied the Word of God, an< 
had found the great truth of his free grace there revealed 
In their teachings they had spread a knowledge of *' 
truth, and had led others to turn to the Living Oracles 
s, When Wyciiffe’s attention was directed to the Scrip 
e entered upon their investigation with the sam p 
highness which had enabled him to master the Iear 
the schools. Heretofore he had felt a great want, 
neither his scholastic studies nor the teaching of the. 
could satisfy. In the Word of God he found that 
had before sought in vain. Here he saw the 
salvation revealed, and Christ set forth as the c,*> 
cate for man. He gave himself to the service of f 
determined to proclaim the truths he had discover 
. -kike after-reformers, Wycliffe did not, at the •" 
his work, foresee whither it would lead him. He 
himself deliberately in opposition to Rome. But £ 
huth could not but bring him in conflict with 
fne more clearly he discerned the errors of the 
more earnestly he presented the teaching of f 
saw that Rome had forsaken the Word of G< 
tradition; he fearlessly accused the 'priesthc 
banished the Scriptures, and demanded that 
restored to the people, and that its autho 
established in the church. He was an . able - 
teacher, and an eloquent preacher, and bis df- 
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his time enabled him to expose its errors; and by his study 
of national and ecclesiastical law he was prepared to 1 
engage in the great struggle for civil and religious liberty. - 
While he could wield the weapons drawn from the Word ' ■ ; 
of God, he had acquired the intellectual discipline of the 
schools, and he understood the tactics of the schoolmen. 

The power of his genius and the extent and thoroughness 
of his knowledge commanded the respect of both friends . 
and foes. His adherents saw with satisfaction that their ; • 
champion stood foremost among the leading minds of the 
nation; and his enemies were prevented from casting con- 
tempt upon the cause of reform by exposing the ignorance 
or weakness of its supporter. 

While Wycliffe was still at college, he entered upon the 
study of the Scriptures. In those early times, when the 
Bible existed only in the ancient languages, scholars were 
enabled to find their way to the fountain of truth, which 
was closed to the uneducated classes. Thus already the way 
had been prepared for Wycliffe’s future work as a re- 
former. Men of learning had studied the Word of God, and 
had found the great truth of his free grace there revealed. 

In their teachings they had spread a knowledge of this 
truth, and had led others to turn to the Living Oracles. 

When Wycliffe’s attention was directed to the Scriptures, 
he entered upon their investigation with the same thor- 
oughness which had enabled him to master the learning of 
the schools. Heretofore he had felt a great want, which 
,neither his scholastic studies nor the teaching of the church 
? could satisfy. In the Word of God he found that which be 
had before sought in vain. Here he saw the plan of 
salvation revealed, and Christ set forth as the only advo- 
cate for man. He gave himself to the service of Christ, and 
determined to proclaim the truths he had discovered. 

Like after-reformers, Wycliffe did not, at the opening of 
his work, foresee whither it would lead him. He did not set 
himself deliberately in opposition to Rome. But devotion to 
truth could not but bring him in conflict with falsehood. 

The more clearly he discerned the errors of the papacy, the 
more earnestly he presented the teaching of the Bible. He • 

saw that Rome had forsaken the Word of God for human ! 

tradition; he fearlessly accused the priesthood of having j 

banished the Scriptures, and demanded that the Bible be ; 

restored to the people, and that its authority be again j 

established in the church. He was an able and earnest j 

teacher, and an eloquent preacher, and his daily life was a j 
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of children steeled against their parents. Thus did the papal 
leaders, like the Pharisees of old, make the commandment 
of God of none effect by their tradition. Thus homes were 
made desolate, and parents were deprived, of the society of 
their sons and daughters. _ 

Even the students in the universities were deceived by 
the false representations of the monks, and induced to join 
their orders. Many afterward repented this step, seeing that 
they had blighted their own lives, and had brought sorrow 
upon their parents; but once fast in the snare, it was 
impossible for them to obtain their freedom. Many parents, 
fearing the influence of the monks, refused to send their 
sons to the universities. There was a marked falling off in 
the number of students in attendance at the great centers of 
learning. The schools languished, and ignorance prevailed. 

The pope had bestowed on these monks the power to 
hear confessions and to grant pardon. This became a 
source of great evil. Bent on enhancing their gains, the 
friars were so ready to grant absolution that criminals of 
all descriptions resorted to them, and as a result, the worst 
vices rapidly increased. The sick and the poor were left to 
suffer, while the gifts that should have relieved their wants 
went to the monks, who with threats demanded the alms of 
the people, denouncing the impiety of those who should 
.. withhold gifts from their orders. Notwithstanding their 
profession of poverty, the wealth of the friars was con- 
-wntly increasing, and their magnificent edifices and luxur- 
ious tables made more apparent the growing poverty of the 
nation. And while spending their time in luxury and 
pleasure, they sent out in their stead ignorant men, who 
could only recount marvelous tales, legends, and jests to 
amuse the people, and make them still more completely the 
dupes of the monks. Yet the friars continued to maintain 
their hold on the superstitious multitudes, and led them to 
believe that all religious duty was comprised in acknowl- 
edging the supremacy of the pope, adoring the saints, and 
making gifts to the monks, and that this was sufficient to 
secure them a place in Heaven. 

Men of learning and piety had labored in vain to bring 
about a reform in these monastic orders; but Wycliffe, with 
clearer insight, struck at the root of the evil, declaring that 
the system itself was false, and that it should be abolished. 
Discussion and inquiry were awakening. As the monks 
traversed the country, vending the pope’s pardons, many 
were led to doubt the possibility of purchasing forgiveness . 
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of children steeled against their parents. Thus did the papal 
leaders, like the Pharisees of old, make the commandment 
of God of none effect by their tradition. Thus homes were 
made desolate,- and parents were deprived of the society of 
their sons and daughters. 

Even the students in the universities were deceived by 
the false representations of the monks, and induced to join 
their orders. Many afterward repented this step, seeing that 
they had blighted their own lives, and had brought sorrow 
upon their parents; but once fast in the snare, it was 
impossible for them to obtain their freedom. Many parents, 
fearing the influence of the monks, refused to send their 
sons to the universities. There was a marked falling off In 
the number of students in attendance at the great centers of 
learning. The schools languished, and ignorance prevailed. 

The pope had bestowed on these monks the power to 
hear confessions and to grant pardon. This became a 
source of great evil. Bent on enhancing their gains, the 
friars were so ready to grant absolution that criminals of 
all descriptions resorted to them, and as a result, the worst 
vices rapidly increased. The sick and the poor were left to 
suffer, while the gifts that should have relieved their wants 
went to the monks, who with threats demanded the alms of 
the people, denouncing the impiety of those who should 
withhold gifts from their orders. 'Notwithstanding their 
profession of poverty, the wealth of the friars was con- 
stantly increasing, and their magnificent edifices and luxur- 
ious tables made more apparent the growing poverty of the 
nation. And while spending their time in luxury and 
pleasure, they sent out in their stead ignorant men, who 
could only recount marvelous tales, legends, and jests to 
amuse the people, and make them still more completely the 
dupes of the monks. Yet the friars continued to maintain 
their hold on the superstitious multitudes, and led them to 
believe that all religious duty was comprised in acknowl- 
edging the supremacy of the pope, adoring the saints, and 
making gifts to the monks, and that this was sufficient to 
secure them a place in Heaven. 

Men of learning and piety had labored in vain to bring 
about a reform in these monastic orders; but Wycliffe, with 
clearer insight, struck at the root of the evil, declaring that 
the system itself was false, and that it should be abolished. 
Discussion and inquiry were awakening. As the monks 
traversed the country, vending the pope’s pardons, many 
were led to doubt the possibility of purchasing forgiveness 
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ith money, and (hey questioned whether they should not 
ocek pardon from God rather than from the pontiff of 
Rome. Not a few were alarmed at the rapacity of^ the 
friars, whose greed seemed never to be satisfied.^ The 
monks and priests of Rome,” said they, "are eating us 
away like a cancer. God must deliver us, or the people will 
perish.” To cover their avarice, those begging monks 
claimed that they were following the Saviour’s example, 
declaring that Jesus and his disciples had been supported 
by the charities of the people. This claim resulted in injury 
to their cause, for it led many to the Bible to learn the 
truth for themselves, — a result which of all others was least 
desired by Rome. The minds of men were directed to the 
Source of truth, which it was her object to conceal. 

Wycliffe began to write and publish tracts against the 
friars, not, however, seeking so much to enter into dispute 
with them as to call the minds of the people to the 
teachings of the Bible and its Author. He declared that the 
power of pardon or of excommunication is possessed by 
the pope in no greater degree than by common priests, and 
that no man can be truly excommunicated unless he has 
first brought upon himself the condemnation of God. In no 
more effectual way could he have undertaken the over- 
throw of that mammoth fabric of spiritual and temporal 
dominion which the pope had eTccicd, and in which the 
souls and bodies of millions were held captive. 

Again Wycliffe was called to defend the rights of the 
English crown against the encroachments of Rome; and 
being appointed a royal ambassador, he spent two years in 
the Netherlands, in conference with the commissioners of 
the pope. Here he was brought into communication with 
ecclesiastics from France, Italy, and Spain, and he had an 
opportunity to look behind the scenes, and gain a knowl- 
edge of many things which would have remained hidden 
from him in England. He learned much that was to give 
point to his after-labors. In these representatives from the 
papal court be read the character and aims of the 
hierarchy. He returned to England to repeat his former 
teachings more openly and with greater zeal, declaring that 
covetousness, pride, and deception were the gods of Rome, 
In one of his tracts he said, speaking of the pope and his 
collectors: “They draw out of our land poor men’s liveli- 
hood, and many thousand marks by the year, of the king’s 
woney, for sacraments and spiritual things, that is cursed 
heresy of simony, and maketh all Christendom assert and 
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maintain his heresy. And certes though our realm had a 
huge hill of gold, and never; other man took thereof bu' 
only this proud, worldy piriest’s collector, by process o 
time this hill must be spended; for he taketh ever mone; 
out of our land, and sendeth naught again but God’s cuts 
for his simony.” 

Soon after his return to England, Wycliffe received from 
the king the appointment to the rectory of Lutterworth 
This was an assurance that the monarch at least had no 
been displeased by his plain speaking. Wycliffe’s influence 
was felt in shaping the action of the court, as well as in 
moulding the belief of the nation. 

The papal thunders were soon hurled against him. Three 
bulls were dispatched to England,— to the university, to the 
king,^ and to the prelates, — all commanding immediate and 
decisive measures to silence the teacher of heresy. Before 
the arrival of the bulls, however, the bishops, in their zeal, 
had summoned Wycliffe before them for trial. But two of 
the most powerful princes in the kingdom accompanied 
him to the tribunal; and the people, surrounding the 
building and rushing in, so intimidated the judges that the 
proceedings were for the time suspended, and he was al- 
lowed to go his way in peace. A little later, Edward III., 
whom in his old age the prelates were seeking to influence 
against the reformer, died, and -Wycliffe’s former protector 
> ^ ecame regent of the kingdom. 

Ibe arrival of the papal bulls laid upon all England a 
1 , y Uory command for the arrest and imprisonment of 
heretic. These measures pointed directly to the stake. It 
'1 - • certain that Wycliffe must soon fall a prey to the 

vengeance of Rome. But He who declared to one of old, 
car not; I am thy shield,” 1 again stretched out his hand 
to protect his servant. Death came, not to the reformer, but 
to the pontiff who had decreed his destruction. Gregory 
XL died, and the ecclesiastics who had assembled f° r ■ 
Wycliffe’s trial, dispersed. ' 

God s providence still further overruled events to gft e ■ 
°PP^ rtutl fly for the growth of the Reformation. The death 
of Gregory was follwed by the election of two rival popes- 
two conflicting powers, each professedly infallible, now 
claimed obedience. Each called upon the faithful to assist - 
him in making war upon the other, enforcing his demands. •] 
by terrible anathemas against his adversaries, and promises ■ | 

’Gen. 15:1. j 
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thought he would bitterly repent the evil he had done the 
church, and they hurried to his chamber to listen to his 
confession. Representatives from the four religious orders, 
with four civil officers, gathered about the supposed dying 
man. “You have death on your lips,” they said; “be 
touched by your faults, and retract in our presence all you 
have said to our injury.” The reformer listened in silence; 
then he bade his attendant raise him in his bed, and gazing 
steadily upon them as they stood waiting. for his recanta- 
tion, he said, in the firm, strong voice which had so often 
caused them to tremble, “I shall not die, but live, and 
declare the evil deeds of the friars.” Astonished and 
abashed, the monks hurried from the room. 

Wycliffe’s words were fulfilled. He lived to place in the 
hands of his countrymen the most powerful of all weapons 
against Rome; to give them the Bible, the Heaven-ap- 
pointed agent to liberate, enlighten, and evangelize the 
people. There were many and great obstacles to surmount 
in the accomplishment of this work. Wyctiffe was weighed 
down with infirmities, he knew that only a few years for 
labor remained for him, he saw the opposition which he 
must meet; but, encouraged by the promises of God's 
... Word, he went forward nothing daunted. In the full vigor 
of his intellectual powers, rich in experience, he had been 
\ preserved and prepared by God’s special providence for 
this, the greatest of his labors. While all Christendom was 
filled with tumult, the reformer, in his rectory at Lutter- 
worth, unheeding the storm that raged without, applied 
himself to his chosen task. 

At last the work was completed, — the first English’ 
translation of the Bible ever made. The Word of God was 
opened to England. The reformer feared not now the 
prison or the stake. He had placed in the hands of the 
English people a light which should never be extinguished. 
In giving the Bible to his countrymen, he had done more to 
break the fetters of ignorance and vice, more to liberate 
and elevate his country, than was ever achieved by the 
most brilliant victories on fields of battle. 

The art of printing being still unknown, it was only by 
slow and wearisome labor that copies of the Bible could be 
multiplied. So great was the interest to obtain the book, 
that many willingly engaged in the work of transcribing it. 
but it was with difficulty that the copyists could supply the 
demand. Some of the more wealthy purchasers desired the 
whole Bible. Others bought only a portion. In many cases, 
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several families united to purchase a cop}'. Thus Wycliffe’s 
Bible soon found its way to the homes of the people. 

The appeal to men's reason aroused them from their 
passive submission to papal dogmas. Wycliffe now taught 
the distinctive doctrines of Protestantism, — salvation 
through faith in Christ, and the sole infallibility of the 
Scriptures. The preachers whom he had sent out circulated 
the Bible, together with the reformer’s writings, and with 
such success that the new faith was accepted by nearly 
one-half of the people of England. 

The appearance of the Scriptures brought dismay to the 
authorities of the church. They had now to meet an agency 
more powerful than Wycliffe, — an agency against which 
their weapons would avail little. There was at this time no 
law in England prohibiting the Bible, for it had never 
before been published in the language of the people. Such 
laws were afterward enacted and rigorously enforced. 
Meanwhile, notwithstanding the efforts of the priests, there 
was for a season opportunity for the circulation of the 
Word of God. 

Again the papist leaders plotted to silence the reformer’s 
voice. Before three tribunals he was successively sum- 
moned for trial, but without avail. First a synod of bishops 
declared his writings heretical, and, winning the young 
king, Richard II., to their side, they obtained a royal decree 
consigning to prison all who should hold the condemned 
doctrines. 

Wycliffe appealed from the synod to Parliament; he 
fearlessly arraigned the hierarchy before the national coun- 
cil, and demanded a reform of the enormous abuses 
sanctioned by the church. With convincing power he por- 
trayed the usurpations and corruptions of the papal see. 
His enemies were brought to confusion. The friends and 
supporters of Wycliffe had been forced to yield, and it had 
been confidently expected that the reformer himself, in his 
old age, alone and friendless, would bow to the combined 
authority of the crown and the mitre. But instead of this 
the papists saw themselves defeated. Parliament, roused by 
the stirring appeals of Wycliffe, repealed the persecuting 
edict, and the reformer was again at liberty. 

A third time he was brought to trial, and now before the 
highest ecclesiastical tribunal in the kingdom. Here no 
favor- would be shown to heresy. Here at last Rome would 
triumph, and the reformer’s work would be stopped. So 
thought the papists. If they could but accomplish their 
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the hatred of its foes. Wycliffe had never sought to shield 
himself, but the Lord had been his protector; and now, 
when his enemies felt sure of their prey, God’s hand 
removed him beyond their reach. In his church at Lutter- 
worth, as he was about to dispense the communion, he fell 
stricken with palsy, and in a short time yielded up his life. 

God had appointed to Wycliffe his work. He had put the 
word of truth in hi$ mouth, and he set a guard about him 
that this word might come to the people. His life was 
protected, and his labors prolonged, until a foundation was 
laid for the great work of the Reformation. 

Wycliffe came from the obscurity of the Dark Ages. 
There were none who went before him from whose work 
he could shape his system to reform. Raised up like John 
the Baptist to accomplish a special mission, he was the 
herald of a new era. Yet in the system of truth which he 
presented there was a unity and completeness which re- 
formers who followed him did not exceed, and which 
some did not reach, even a hundred years later. So broad 
and deep was laid the foundation, so firm and true was 
the framework, that it needed not to be reconstructed by 
those who came after him. 

The great movement which Wycliffe inaugurated, which 
was to liberate the conscience and the intellect, and set free 
t e nations so long bound to ,the triumphal car of Rome, 
had its spring in the Bible. Here was the source of that 
stream of blessing, which, like the water of life, has flowed 
down the ages since the fourteenth century. Wycliffe 
accepted the Holy Scriptures with implicit faith as the 
inspired revelation of God’s will, a sufficient rule of faith 
and practice. He had been educated to regard the Church 
ot Rome as dm divine, infallible authority, and to accept 
with unquestioning reverence the established teachings and 
customs of a thousand years; but he turned away from all 
tticse to listen to God’s holy Word. This was the authority 
w ich he urged the people to acknowledge. Instead of the 
church speaking through the pope, he declared the only 
rue authority to be the voice of God speaking through his 
word. And he taught not only that the Bible is a perfect 
revelation of God’s will, but that the Holy Spirit is its only 
interpreter, and that every man is, by the study of its 
teachings, to learn his duty for himself. Thus he turned the 
mmds of men from the pope and the Church of Rome to 
the Word of God. 

Wycliffe was one of the greatest of the reformers. In 
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Lord of Sabaoth. Hunted as foes of the church and traitors 
to the realm, they continued to preach in secret places, 
finding shelter as best they could in the humble homes of 
the poor, and often hiding away even in dens and caves. 

Notwithstanding the rage of persecution, a calm, devout, 
earnest, patient protest against the prevailing corruption of 
religious faith continued for centuries to be uttered. The 
Christians of that early time had only a partial knowledge 
of the truth, but they had learned to love and obey God’s 
Word, and they patiently suffered for its sake. Like the 
disciples in apostolic days, many sacrificed their wordly 
possessions for the cause of Christ. Those who were 
permitted to dwell in their homes, gladly sheltered their 
banished brethren, and when they too were driven forth, 
they cheerfully accepted the lot of the outcast. Thousands, 
it is true, terrified by the fury of their persecutors, pur- 
chased their freedom at the sacrifice of their faith, and 
went out of their prisons, clothed in penitents’ robes, to 
publish their recantation. But the number was not small — 
and among them were men of noble birth as well as the 
humble and lowly— who bore fearless testimony to the truth 
in dungeon cells, in “Lollard towers,” and in the midst of 
•Lture and flame, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to know “the fellowship of His sufferings.” 

The papists had failed to work their will with Wycliffe 
unng his life, and their hatred could not be satisfied while 
is body rested quietly in the grave. By the decree of the 
Council of Constance, more than forty years after his 
death his bones were exhumed and publicly burned, and 
the ashes were thrown into a neighboring brook. “The 
rook, says, an old writer, “did convey his ashes into 
von, Avon into Severn, Severn into the narrow seas, and 
hey into the main ocean; and thus the ashes of Wycliffe 
ire the emblem of his doctrine, which now is dispersed all 
, e wor *d over.” Little did his enemies realize the signifi- 
:ance of their malicious act. -< 

It was through the writings of Wycliffe that John Huss, 

> ohemia, was led to renounce many of the errors of 
somanism, and to enter upon the work of reform. Thus in 
ie=e two countries, so widely separated, the seed of truth , 
vas sown. From Bohemia the work extended to other 
)m , s „ Ti ’ c minds of men were directed to the long-forgot- 
” n 0I z God, A divine hand was preparing the way 

or the Great Reformation. 
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also the reformer’s works were widely circulated in her 
native country, Tnese works Huss read with interest; he 
believed their author to be a sincere Christian, and was 
inclined to regard with favor the reforms which he advo- 
cated, Already, though he knew it not, Huss had entered 
upon a path which was to lead him far away from Rome. 

About this time there arrived in Prague two strangers 
from England, men of learning, who had received the light, 
and had come to spread it in this distant land. Beginning 
with an open attack on the pope’s supremacy, they were 
soon silenced by the authorities; but being unwilling to 
relinquish their purpose, they had recourse to other meas- 
ures. Being artists as well as preachers, they proceeded to 
exercise their skill. In a place open to the public they drew 
two pictures. One represented the entrance of Christ into 
Jerusalem, “meek, and sitting upon 2 n ass." ! and followed 
by h is disciples in travel-worn garments and with naked 
feet. Tne other picture portrayed a pontifical procession, — 
the pope arrayed in his rich robes and triple crown, 
mounted upon a horse magnificently adorned, preceded by 
trumpeters, and followed by cardinals and prelates in 
dazzling array. 


Here was a sermon which arrested the attention of all 
classes. Crowds came to gaze upon the drawings. None 
could fail to read the moral, and many were deeply 
impressed fay the contrast between the meekness and humil- 
ity of Christ the Master, and the pride and arrogance of 
the pope, his professed servant. There was great commo- 
tion in Prague, and the strangers after a time found it 
necessary, for their own safety, to depart- But the lesson 
they had taught was not forgotten. The pictures made a 
deep impression on the mind of Huss, and led him to 2 
closer study of the Bible and of V/ycIIffe’s writings. 
Though he was not prepared, even yet, to accept all the 
reforms advocated by WycJifre, be saw more clearly the 
true character of the papacy, and with greater zeal de- 
nounced the unde, the ambition, and me corruption of the 
hierarchy. 
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and on their return they spread the gospel in their father- 
land. 

Tidings of the work at Prague were earned to Rome, 
and Huss was soon summoned to appear before the pope. 
To obey would be to expose himself to certain death. The 
king and queen of Bohemia, the university, members of the 
nobility, and officers of the government, united in an 
appeal to the pontiff that Huss be permitted to remain at 
Prague, and to answer at Rome by deputy. Instead of 
granting this request, the pope proceeded to the trial and 
condemnation of Huss, and then declared the city of 
Prague to be under interdict. 

In that age this sentence, whenever pronounced, created 
widespread alarm. The ceremonies by which it was accom- 
panied were well adapted to strike terror to a people who 
looked upon the pope as the representative of God himself, 
holding the keys of Heaven and hell, and possessing power 
to invoke temporal as well as spiritual judgments. It was 
believed that the gates of Heaven were closed against tho 
region smitten with interdict; that until it should please 
the pope to remove the ban, the dead were shut out 
from the abodes of bliss. In token of this terrible calamity, 
the services of religion were suspended. The churches 
were closed. Marriages were solemnized in the church-yard. 
The dead, denied burial in consecrated ground, were in- 
terred, without the rites of sepulture, in the ditches or the 
fields. Thus by measures which appealed to the imagina- 
tion, Rome essayed to control the consciences of men. 

The city of Prague was filled with tumult. A large class 
denounced Huss as the cause of all their calamities, an 
demanded that he be given up to the vengeance of Rome. 
To quiet the storm, the reformer withdrew for a time to is 
native village. Writing to the friends whom he had left a 
Prague, he said: “If I have withdrawn from the midst o 
you, it is to follow the precept and example of Jesus Christ, 
in order not to give room to the ill-minded to draw on 
themselves eternal condemnation, and in order not to be 
the pious a cause of affliction and persecution. I hav 
retired also through an apprehension that impious prjK 
might continue for a longer, time to prohibit the preaching 
of the Word of God amongst you; but I have not qu i 1 c 
you to deny the divine truth, for which, with Go 
assistance, I am willing to die.” Huss did not cease rn 
labors, but traveled through the surrounding 
preaching to eager crowds. Thus the measures to which tn 
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Brilliancy of genius, eloquence and learning — gifts tl 
win popular favor — were possessed- in a pre-eminent degi 
by Jerome; but in those qualities which constitute r< 
strength of character, Huss was the greater. His ca 
judgment served as a restraint upon the impulsive spirit 
Jerome, who, with true humility, perceived his worth, -a 
yielded to his counsels. Under their united labors t 
reform was more rapidly extended. 

God permitted great light to shine upon the minds 
these chosen men, revealing to them many of the errors 
Rome; but they did not receive all the light that was to 
given to the world. Through these, his servants, God v 
leading the people out of the darkness of Romanism; 1 
there were many and great obstacles for them to meet, a 
he led them on, step by step, as they could bear it. Tb 
were not prepared to receive all the light at once. Like 1 
full glory of the noontide sun to those who have long dw 
in darkness, it would, if presented, have caused them 
turn away. Therefore he revealed it to the leaders, little 
little, as it could be received by the people. From cents 
to century other faithful workers were to follow, to le 
the people on still farther in the path of Teform. 

The schism in the church still continued. Three pof 
were now contending for the supremacy, and their stri 
filled Christendom with crime and tumult. Not cont£ 
with hurling anathemas, they resorted to temporal wea 
ons. Each cast about him to purchase arms and to obta 
soldiers. Of course money must be had; and to procr 
this, all the gifts, offices, and blessings of the church we 
offered for sale. The priests also, imitating their superio 
resorted to simony and war to humble - their rivals, a 
strengthen their own power. With daily increasing bo 
ness, Huss thundered against the abominations which wt 
tolerated in the name of religion; and the people opei 
accused the Romish leaders as the cause of the miser 
that overwhelmed Christendom. 

Again the city of Prague seemed on the verge of 
bloody conflict. As in former ages, God’s servant v 
accused as "he that troubleth Israel.’” The city was ag: 
placed under interdict, and Huss withdrew to his nati 
village. The testimony so faithfully borne from his lov 
chapel of Bethlehem was ended. .He was to speak froir 
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yet unknown it would yield abundant fruit in witnesses for 
the truth. The voice which had spoken in the council hall 
of Constance had wakened echoes that would be heard 
through all coming ages. Huss was no more, but the truths 
for which he died could never perish. His example of faith 
and constancy would encourage multitudes to stand Turn 
for the truth, in the face of torture and death. His 
execution had exhibited to the whole world the perfidious 
cruelty of Rome. The enemies of truth, though they knew 
it not, had been furthering the cause which they vainly 
sought to destroy. 

Yet another stake was to be set up at Constance, the 
blood of another witness must testify for the truth. Jerome, 
upon bidding farewell to Huss on his departure for the 
council, had exhorted him to courage and firmness, declar- 
ing that if he should fall into any peril, he himself would 
fly to his assistance. Upon hearing of the reformer’s 
imprisonment, the faithful disciple immediately prepared to 
fulfill his promise. Without a safe-conduct he set out, with 
a single companion, for Constance. On arriving there he 
was convinced that he had only exposed himself to peril, 
without the possibility of doing anything for the deliver- 
ance of Huss. He fled from the city, but was arrested on 
the homeward journey, and brought back loaded with 
fetters, and under the custody of a band of soldiers. At his 
first appearance before the council, his attempts to reply to 
the accusations brought against him were met with shouts, 
“To the flames with him! to the flames!” He was thrown 
into a dungeon, chained in a position which caused him 
great suffering, and fed on bread and water. 

After some months the cruelties of his imprisonment 
brought upon Jerome an illness that threatened his life, and 
his enemies, fearing that he might escape them, treated him 
with less severity, though he remained in prison for one 
year. The death of Huss had not resulted as the papists had 
hoped. The violation of his safe-conduct had roused a 
storm of indignation, and as the safer course the council 
determined, instead of burning Jerome, to force him, if 
possible, to retract. He was brought before the assembly, 
and offered the alternative to recant or to die at the stake. 
Death at the beginning of his imprisonment would have 
been a mercy, in comparison with the terrible sufferings 
which he had undergone; but now, weakened by illness, by 
the rigors of his prison-house, and the torture of anxiety 
and suspense, separated from his friends, and disheartened 
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apply the fire before my face. Had 1 been afraid, I should 

not be here.” ' . , . 

His last words, uttered as the flames rose about him, 
w«ea prayer. "Lord, Almighty Father," he cried, “hare 
pity on me, and pardon me my sms, for thou 
I ha™ always loved thy truth.” His votee ceased, hut hts 

lips continued to move in prayer. 

When the fire had done its work, the ashes of the 
martyr, 11 with the earth upon which they jested were 
cathered up and, like those of Huss, were thrown into the. 
Rhine. So perished God’s faithful light-bearers. But the 
light of the truths which they proclaimed,— the light of 
their heroic example, -could not be extinguished. As well 

might men attempt to turn back the sun in its co 
prevent the dawning of that day which was even then 
breaking upon the world. _ 

The execution of Huss had kindled a flame of indigna- 
tion and horror in Bohemia. It was felt by the whole nation 
that he had fallen a prey to the malice of the priests an 
the treachery of the emperor. He was declared to have 
been a faithful teacher of the truth, and the council tna 
decreed his death was charged with the guilt of murder. 
His doctrines now attracted greater attention . than ever 
before. By the papal edicts the writings of Wycliffe had 
been condemned to the flames. But those that had escaped 
destruction were now brought out from their hiding-places, 
_ and studied in connection with the Bible, or such parts of it 
the people could obtain, and many were thus fed tc 
• -l the reformed faith. 


lne murderers of Huss did not stand quietly by and 
.vitness the triumph of his cause. The pope and the 
emperor united to crush out the movement, and the armie; 
of Sigismund were hurled upon Bohemia. 

But a deliverer was raised up. Ziska, who soon after th< 
opening of the war became totally blind, yet who was om 
of the ablest generals of his age, was the leader of tb 
Bohemians. Trusting in the help of God and the righteous 
ness of their cause, that people withstood the mightics 
armies that could be brought against them. Again am 
1 again the emperor, raising fresh armies, invaded Bohemia 
to be ignominiously repulsed. The Hussites were Taisei 
above the fear of death, and nothing could stand agains 
them. A few years after the opening of the war, the brav 
Ziska died; but his place was filled by Procopius, who wa 
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an equally brave and skillful general, and in some respects 
a more able leader. 

The enemies of the Bohemians, knowing that the blind 
varrior was dead, deemed the opportunity favorable for 
ecovering all that they had lost. The pope now proclaimed 
t crusade against the Hussites, and again an immense force 
ras precipitated upon Bohemia, but only to suffer terrible 
lefeat. Another crusade was proclaimed. In all the papal 
ountries of Europe, men, money, and munitions of war- 
rere raised. Multitudes flocked to the papal standard, 
issured that at last an end would be made of the Hussite 
teretics. Confident of victory, the vast force entered Bohe- 
nia. The people rallied to repel them. The two armies 
ipproached each other, until only a river lay between 
hem. The allies were greatly superior in numbers, yet 
nstead of advancing boldly to attack the Hussites, they 
tood as if spell-bound, silently gazing upon them. Then 
uddenly a mysterious terror fell upon the host. Without 
hiking a blow that mighty force broke and scattered, as if 
lispelied by an unseen power. Great numbers were slaugh- 
ered by the Hussite army, which pursued the fugitives, and 
in immense booty fell into the hands of the victors, so that 
he war, instead of impoverishing, enriched the Bohemians. 

A few years later, under a new pope, still another cru- 
;ade was set on foot. As before, men and means were 
irawn from all the papist countries of Europe. Great were 
he inducements held out to those who should engage in 
•his perilous enterprise. Full forgiveness of the most hei- 
nous crimes was insured to every crusader. All who died 
n the war were promised a rich reward in Heaven, and 
hose who survived were to reap honor and riches on the 
held of battle. Again a vast army was collected, and 
grossing the frontier they entered Bohemia. The Hussite 
orces fell back before them, thus drawing the invaders 
arther and farther into the country, and leading them to 
count the victory already won. At last the army of Proco- 
pius made a stand, and, turning upon the foe, advanced 
0 give them battle. The crusaders, now discovering their 
®ista 'e, lay in their encampment awaiting the onset. As 
fnr a Pproaching force v/as heard, even be- 

ci-ik u C *i u ? sites - were in sight, a panic fell upon the 
. a ars ; Princes, generals, and common soldiers, casting 
Ip J e ' r arrnor > fled in all directions. In vain the papal 
to Toil 5eader °f the invasion, endeavored 

y his terrified and disorganized forces. Despite bis 
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divisions arose, leading to strife and bloodshed anecng 
themselves. In this strife the noble Procopius leu, an^ 
liberties of Bohemia perished. 

Sigismund, the betrayer of Huss and Jerome, now be- 
came king of Bohemia, and, regardless of k;s oath to 
support the rights of the Bohemians, he proceeded to 
establish popery. But he had gained little by his subser- 
vience to Rome. For twenty years his life had been filled 
with labors and perils. His armies had been wasted and his 
treasuries drained by a long and fruitless struggle, and 
now, after reigning one year, he died, leaving his kingdom 
on the brink of civil war, and bequeathing to posterity a 
name branded with infamy. 


Tumults, strife, and bloodshed were protracted. Again 
foreign armies invaded Bohemia, and internal dissension 
continued to distract the nation. Those vvbo remained 
faithful to the gospel were subjected to a bloody persecu- 
tion. As their former brethren, entering into compact with 
Rome, imbibed her errors, those who adhered to the 
ancient faith had formed themselves into a distinct church, 
taking the name of “United Brethren.” This act drew upon 
them maledictions from all classes. Yet their Firmness was 
unshaken. Forced to find refuge in the woods and caves, 
they still assembled to read God’s Word and unite in his 
worships 

Through messengers secretly sent out into different 
countries, they learned that here and there were isolated 
confessors of the truth — a few in this city and a few in 
that, the object, like themselves, of persecution; and that 
amid the mountains of the Alps was an ancient church, 
resting on the foundations of Scripture. This intelligence 
was received., with great joy, and a correspondence was 
opened with the Waldehsian Christians. 


Steadfast to the gospel, the Bohemians waited through 
the night of their persecution, in the darkest hour still 
turning their eyes toward the horizon like men who watch 
for the morning. “Their lot was cast in evil days, but they 
remembered the words first uttered by Huss, and repeated 
by Jerome, that a century must revolve before the day 
s ould break. These were to the Hussites what the words of 
Joseph were to the tribes in the house of bondage: ‘I die, 
and God will surely visit you, and bring you out.’ ” About 
the year 1470 persecution ceased, and there followed a 
bnef period of comparative prosperity. When “the end of 
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LUTHER’S SEPARATION FROM ROME 

Foremost among those who were called to lead the 
:hurch from the darkness' of popery into the light of a 
surer faith, stood Martin Luther. Zealous, ardent, and 
ievoted, knowing no fear but the fear of God, and ac- 
knowledging no foundation for religious faith but the Holy 
Scriptures, Luther was the man for his time; through him, 
God accomplished a great work for the reformation of the 
church and the enlightenment of the world. 

Like the first heralds of the gospel, Luther sprung from 
the ranks of poverty. His early years were spent in the 
humble home of a German peasant. By daily toil as a 
miner, his father earned the means for his education. He 
intended him for a lawyer; but God purposed to make him 
a builder in the great temple that was rising so slowly 
through the centuries. Hardship, privation, and sever disci- 
pline were the school in which Infinite Wisdom prepared 
Luther for the important mission of his life. 

Luther’s father was a man of strong and active' mind, 
and great force of character, honest, resolute, and straight- 
forward. He was true to his convictions of duty, let the 
consequences be what they might. His sterling good sense 
led him to regard the monastic system with distrust. He 
was highly displeased, when Luther, without his consent, 
entered a monastery; and it was two years before the father 
was reconciled to his son, and even then his opinions 
remained the same. 

Luther’s parents bestowed great care upon the educatior 
and training of their children. They endeavored to instrucl 
them in the knowledge of God and the practice of Chris 
tian virtues. The father’s prayer often ascended in tht 
hearing of his. son, that the child might remember the name 
of the Lord, and one day aid in the advancement of hi: 
truth. Every advantage for moral or intellectual culture 
which their life of foil permitted them to enjoy, was eagerh 
improved by these parents. Their efforts were earnest ant 
persevering to prepare their children for a life of piety anc 
usefulness. With their firmness and strength of characte; 
they sometimes exercised too' great severity; but the re 
former himself, though conscious that in some respect 
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the century arrived, it found two hundred churches of the 
‘United Brethren’ in Bohemia and Moravia. So goodly was 
the remnant which, escaping the destructive fury of fire 
and sword, was permitted to see the dawning of that day 
which Huss had foretold.” 



LUTHER’S SEPARATION FROM ROME 

IEMOST AMONG those who were called to lead the 
rch from the darkness' of popery into the light of a 
er faith, stood Martin Luther. Zealous, ardent, and 
oted, knowing no fear but the fear of God, and ac- 
iwledging no foundation for religious faith but the Holy 
iptures, Luther was the man for his time; through him, 
d accomplished a great work for the reformation of the 
irch and the enlightenment of the world. 

-ike the first heralds of the gospel, Luther sprung from 
ranks of poverty. His early years were spent in the 
nble home of a German peasant. By daily toil as a 
aer, his father earned the means for his education. He 
ended him for a lawyer; but God purposed to make him 
auilder in the great temple that was rising so slowly 
ough the centuries. Hardship, privation, and sever disci- 
ne were the school in which Infinite Wisdom prepared 
ther for the important mission of his life. 

Luther’s father was a man of strong and active' mind, 
d great force of character, honest, resolute, and straight- 
rward. He was true to his convictions of duty, let the 
nsequences be what they might. His sterling good sense 
1 him to regard the monastic system with distrust. He 
is highly displeased when Luther, without his consent, 
tered a monastery; and it was two years before the father 
as reconciled to his son, and even then his opinions 
mained the same. 

Luther’s parents bestowed great care upon the education 
id training of their children. They endeavored to instruct 
em in the knowledge of God and the practice of Chris- 
an virtues. The father’s prayer often ascended in the 
taring of his son, that the child might remember the name 
f the Lord, and one day aid in the advancement of his 
uth. Every advantage for moral or intellectual culture 
hich their life of toil permitted them to enjoy, was eagerly 
nproved by these parents. Their efforts were earnest and 
ersevering to prepare their children for a life of piety and 
sefulness. With their Firmness and strength of character 
hey sometimes exercised too great ^severity;^utjb‘ > " 
°oner himself, though conscious 
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they had erred, found in their discipline more to approve ' 

than to condemn. , _ v 

At school, where he was sent at an early age, Luther was 
treated with harshness and even violence. So great was the 
poverty of his parents, that upon going from home, to 
school in another town he was for a time obliged to obtain 
Ms food by singing from door to door, and he often 
suffered from hunger. The gloomy, superstitious ideas ot 
religion then prevailing filled him with fear. He would h 
down at night with a sorrowful heart, looking forward with 
trembling to the dark future, and in constant terror at the 
thought of God as a stem, unrelenting judge, a cruel 
tyrant, rather than a kind heavenly Father. Yet under so 
many and so great discouragements, Luther pressed reso- 
lutely forward toward the Mgh standard of moral an 
intellectual excellence which attracted his soul. 

He thirsted for knowledge, and the earnest and practical 
-'•aracter of his mind led him to desire the solid and user 
her than the showy and superficial. When, at the age ot 
hteen, he entered the University of Erfurt, his situation 
is more favorable and Ms prospects brighter than tn his 
rlier years. His parents having by thrift and industry 
quired a competence, they were able to render Mm all 
eded assistance. And the influence of judicious friends 
id somewhat lessened the gloomy effects of Ms former 
lining. He applied Mmself to the study of the best 
uhors, diligently treasuring their most weighty thoughts, 
id making the wisdom of the wise Ms own. Even under 
ic harsh discipline of Ms former instructors, be bad early 
iven promise of distinction; and with favorable influences 
is mind rapidly developed. A retentive memory, a lively 
nagination, strong reasoning powers, and untiring applica- 
on, soon placed him in the foremost rank among his 
ssociates. Intellectual discipline ripened his understanding, 
nd aroused an activity of mind and a keenness of 


fe 
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:rccption that were preparing him for the conflicts of his 


The fear of the Lord dwelt in the heart of Luther, 
nabling him to maintain his steadfastness of purpose, and 
lading him to deep humility before God. He had an 
biding sense of his dependence upon divine aid, and he 
id not fail to begin each day with prayer, while his heart 
ms continually breathing a petition for guidance and 
upport. "To pray well,” he often said, “is the better half of 
tudy.” 
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they had erred, found in their discipline more to approve 
than to condemn. 

At school, where he was sent at an early age, Luther was 
treated with harshness and even violence. So great was the 
poverty of his parents, that upon going from home, to 
school in another town he was for a time obliged to obtain 
his food by singing from door to door, and he often 
suffered from hunger. The gloomy, superstitious ideas of 
religion then prevailing filled him with fear. He would lie 
down at night with a sorrowful heart, looking forward with 
trembling to the dark future, and in constant terror at the 
thought of God as a stem, unrelenting judge, a cruel 
tyrant, rather than a kind heavenly Father. Yet under so 
many and so great discouragements, Luther pressed reso- 
lutely forward toward the high standard of moral and 
intellectual excellence which attracted his soul. 

He thirsted for knowledge, and the earnest and practical 
character of his mind led him to desire the solid and useful 
rather than the showy and superficial. When, at the age of 
eighteen, he entered the University of Erfurt, his situation 
was more favorable and his prospects brighter than in his 
earlier , years. His parents having by thrift and industry 
acquired a competence, they were able to render him all 
needed assistance. And the influence of judicious friends 
had somewhat lessened the gloomy effects of his former 
training. He applied himself to the study of the best 
authors, diligently treasuring their most weighty thoughts, 
and making the wisdom of the wise his own. Even under 
the harsh discipline of his former instructors, he had early 
j given promise of distinction; and with favorable influences 
i his mind rapidly developed. A retentive memory, a lively 
imagination, strong reasoning powers, and untiring applica- 
tion, soon placed him in the foremost rank among his 
associates. Intellectual discipline ripened his understanding, 
and aroused an activity of mind and a keenness of 
perception that were preparing him for the conflicts of his 
life. 

The fear of the Lord dwelt in the heart of Luther, 
enabling him to maintain his steadfastness of purpose, and 
leading him to deep humility before God. He had an 
abiding sense of his dependence upon divine aid, and he 
did not fail to begin each day with prayer, while his heart 
was continually breathing a petition for guidance and 
support. “To pray well,” he often said, “is the better half of 
study.” 




112 * The Great Controversy 

were hungering and thirsting for the truth. -He firmly 
declared that Christians should receive no other doctrines 
than those which rest on the authority of the Sacred 
Scriptures. These words struck at the very foundation of 
papal supremacy. They contained the vital principle of the 

Reformation, ' . - 

Luther saw the danger of exalting human theories above 
the Word of God. He fearlessly attacked the speculative 
infidelity of the schoolmen, and opposed the philosophy 
and theology which had so long held a controlling in- 
fluence upon the people. He denounced such studies as not 
only worthless but pernicious, and sought to turn the minds 
of his hearers from the sophistries of philosophers and 
theologians to the eternal truths set forth by prophets and 
apostles. 

Precious was the message which he bore to the eager 
crowds that hung upon his words. Never before had such 
teachings fallen upon their ears. The glad tidings of a 
Saviour’s love, the assurance of pardon and peace through 
his atoning blood, rejoiced their hearts, and inspired within 
them an immortal hope. At Wittenberg a light was kindled 
whose rays should extend to the uttermost parts of the 
earth, and which was to increase in brightness to the close 
of time. 

But light and darkness cannot harmonize. Between truth 
and error there is an irrepressible conflict. To uphold and 
defend the one is to attack and overthrow the other. Our 
Saviour himself declared, “I came not to send peace, but a 
sword.” 5 Said Luther, a few years after the opening of the 
Reformation, “God does not conduct, but drives me for- 
ward. I am not master of my own actions. I would gladly 
live in repose, but I am thrown into the midst of tumults 
and revolutions.” He was now about to be urged into the 
contest. 

The Roman Church had made merchandise of the grace 
of God. The tables of the money-changers’ were set up 
beside her altars, and the air resounded with the shouts of 
buyers and sellers. Under the plea of raising funds for the 
erection of St. Peter’s church at Rome, indulgences for sin 
were publicly offered for sale by the authority of the pope. 
By the price of crime a temple was to be built up for God s 
worship, — the corner-stone laid with the wages of iniquity. 
But the very means adopted for Rome’s aggrandizement 


’Matt. 10:34. 


*Matt. 21:12. 
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The doctrine of indulgences had been opposed by men 
of learning and piety in the Romish Church, and there 
were many who had no faith in pretensions so contrary to 
both reason and revelation. No prelate dared life his voice 
against this iniquitous traffic, but the minds of men were 
becoming disturbed and uneasy, and many eagerly inquired 
if God would not work through some instrumentality for 
the purification of his church. 

Luther, though still a papist of the straitest sort, was 
filled with horror at the blasphemous assumptions of the 
indulgence-mongers. Many of his own congregation had 
purchased certificates of pardon, and they soon began to 
come to their pastor, confessing their various sins, and 
expecting absolution, not because they were penitent and 
wished to reform, but on the ground of the indulgence. 
Luther refused them absolution, and warned them that 
unless they should repent and reform their lives, they must 
perish in their sins. In great perplexity they repaired to 
Tetzel with the complaint that their confessor had refused 
s certificates; and some boldly demanded that their 
loney be returned to them. The friar was filled with rage. 
!e uttered the most terrible curses, caused fires to be 
ghted in the public squares, and declared that he had 
rders from the pope “to burn the heretics who dared 
ppose his most holy indulgences.” 

Luther now entered boldly upon his work as a champion 
f the truth. His voice was heard from the pulpit in 
arncst, solemn warning. He set before the people the 
ffensive character of sin, and taught them that it is 
npossibfc for man, by his own works, to lessen its guilt or 
vade its punishment. Nothing but repentance toward God 
nd faith in Christ can save the sinner. The grace of Christ 
annot be purchased; it is a free gift. He counseled the 
eople not to buy the indulgences, but to look in faith to a 
rucified Redeemer. He related his own painful experience 
i vainly seeking by humiliation and penance to secure 
ilvation, and assured his hearers that it was by looking 
way from himself and believing in Christ that he found 
eace and joy. 

As Tetzel continued his traffic and his impious preten- 
ons, Luther determined upon a more effectual protest 
gainst these crying abuses. An occasion soon offered. The 
istle church of Wittenberg possessed many relics, which 
a certain holy days were exhibited to the people, and full 
:mission of sins was granted to all who then visited the 
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bled?” “No one can know what I suffered in those first two 
years, and into what dejection and even despair I was 
often plunged,” But he was not left to become utterly 
disheartened. When human support failed, he looked to 
God alone, and learned that he could lean in perfect safety 
upon that all-powerful arm. 

To a friend of the Reformation Luther wrote: “We 
cannot attain to the understanding of Scripture either by 
study or by strength of intellect. Therefore your first duty 
must be to begin with prayer. Entreat the Lord to deign to 
grant you, in his rich mercy, rightly to understand his 
Word. There is no other interpreter of the Word but the 
Author of that Word himself. Even as he has said, ‘They 
shall ail be taught of God.’ Hope nothing from your study 
and the strength of your intellect; but simply put your trust 
in God, and in the guidance of his Spirit. Believe one who 
has made trial of this matter.” Here is a lesson of vital 
importance to those who feel that God has called them to 
present to others the solemn truths for this time. These 
truths will stir the enmity of Satan, and of men who love 
the fables that he has devised. In the conflict with the 
powers of evil, there is need of something more than 
strength of intellect and human wisdom. 

When enemies appealed to custom and tradition, or to 
the assertions and authority of the pope, Luther met them 
with the Bible, and the Bible only. Here were arguments 
which they could not answer; therefore the slaves of 
formalism and superstition clamored for his blood, as the 
Jews had clamored for the blood of Christ. “He is a 
heretic,” cried the Roman zealots; “it is a sin to allow him 
to live an hour longer! Away with him at once to the 
scaffold!” But Luther did not fall a prey to their fury. God 
had a work for him to do, and angels of Heaven were sent 
to protect him. Many, however, who had received from 
Luther the precious light, were made the objects of Satan’s 
wrath, and for the truth’s sake fearlessly suffered torture 
and death. 

Luther’s teachings attracted the attention of thoughtful 
minds throughout all Germany. From his sermons and 
writings issued beams of light which awakened and illumi- 
nated thousands. A living faith was taking the place of the 
dead formalism in which the church had so long been held. 
The people were daily losing confidence in the superstitions 
of Romanism. The barriers of prejudice were giving way. 
The Word of God, by which Luther tested every doctrine 
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and every claim, was like a two-edged sword, cutting its 
way to the hearts of the people. Everywhere there was 
awakening a desire for spiritual progress. Everywhere was 
such a hungering and thirsting after righteousness as had 
not been known for ages. The eyes of the people, so long 
directed to human rites and earthly mediators, were now 
turning, in penitence and faith, to Christ and him crucified. 

This widespread interest aroused still further the fears of 
the papal authorities. Luther received a summon to appear 
at Rome to answer to the charge of heresy. The command 
filled his friends with terror. They knew full well the 
danger that threatened him in that corrupt . city, already 
drunk with the hlood of the martyrs' of Jesus. They 
protested against his going to Rome, and requested that he 
receive his examination in Germany. 

This arrangement was finally effected, and the pope’s 
legate was appointed to hear the case. In the instructions 
ammunicated by the pontiff to this official, it was stated 
tat Luther had already been declared a heretic. The legate 
'as therefore charged to “prosecute and reduce him to 
rbmission without delay.” If he should remain steadfast, 
nd the legate should fail to gain possession of his person, 
e was empowered to “proscribe him in all places in 
iermany, to put away, curse, and excommunicate all who 
'ere attached to him." And further, the pope directed his 
:gate, in order entirely to root out the pestilent heresy, to 
xcommunicate all, of whatever dignity in Church or State, 
xcept the emperor, who should neglect to seize Luther and 
is adherents, and deliver them up to the vengeance of 
tome. 

Here is displayed the true spirit of popery. Not a trace 
f Christian principle, or even of common justice, is to be 
- en in the whole document. Luther was at a great distance 
rom Rome; he had had no opportunity to explain or 
efend his position; yet before his case had been investi- 
ated, he was summarily pronounced a heretic, and, in the 
rme day, exhorted, accused, judged, and condemned; and 
II this by the self-styled holy father, the only supreme, 
ifallible authority in Church or State! 

At this time, when Luther so much needed the sympathy 
nd counsel of a true friend, God’s providence sent Me- 
mefhon to Wittenberg. Young in years, modest and diffi- 
ent in his manners, Melancthon’s sound judgment, exten- 
ve knowledge, and winning eloquence, combined with the 
urity and uprightness of his character, won universal 
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admiration and esteem. Hie brilliancy of his talents was 
not more marked than his gentleness of disposition. He 
soon became an earnest disciple of the gospel, and Luther’s 
-most trusted friend „and valued supporter; his gentleness, 
caution, and exactness serving as a complement to Luther’s 
courage and energy. Their union in the work added 
strength to the Reformation, and was a source of great 
encouragement to Luther. 

Augsburg had been fixed upon as the place of trial, and 
the reformer set out on foot to perform the journey thither. 
Serious fears were entertained in his behalf. Threats had 
been made openly that he would be seized and murdered 
on the way, and his friends begged him not to venture. 
They even entreated him to leave Wittenberg for a time, 
and find safety with those who would gladly protect him. . 
But he would not leave the position where God had placed 
him. He must continue faithfully to maintain the truth, 
notwithstanding the storms that were beating upon him. 
His language was: “I am like Jeremiah, a man of strife and 
contention; but the more they increase their threatenings, 
the more they multiply my joy. . . . They have already tom 
to piece my honor and my good name. All I have left is my 
wretched body; let them have it; they will then shorten my 
life by a few hours. But as to my soul, they shall not have 
that. He who resolves to bear the word of Christ to the 


world, must expect death at every hour.” 

The tidings of Luther’s arrival at Augsubrg gave great 
satisfaction to the papal legate. The troublesome heretic 
who was exciting the attention of the whole world seemed 
now in the power of Rome, and the legate determined that 
he should not escape. The reformer had failed to provide 
himself with a safe-conduct. His friends urged him not to 
appear before the legate without one, and they themselves 
undertook to procure it from the emperor. The legate 
intended to force Luther, if possible, to retreat, or, failing 
in this, to cause him to be conveyed to Rome, to share he 
fate of Huss and Jerome. Therefore through his agents he 
endeavored to induce Luther to appear without a sa e con 
duct, trusting himself to his mercy. This the reformer 
firmly declined to do. Not until he had received th 
document pledging him the emperor’s protection, did ne 

appear in the presence of the papal ambassador. 

As a matter of policy, the Romanists had decided., 
attempt to win Luther by an appearance of^den^s.^ ^ 

legate, in his interviews with him, proie. 
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ness; but he demanded that Luther submit implicity to (he 
authority of the church, and yield every point. Without 
argument or question. He had not rightly estimated the 
character of the man with whom he had to deal. Luther, in 
reply, expressed his regard for the church, his desire for 
the truth, his readiness to answer all objections to what he 
had taught, and to submit his doctrines to the decision of 
certain leading universities. But at the same time he pro- 
tested .against the cardinal’s course in requiring him to 
retract without having proved him in error. 

The only response was, “Recant, recant.” The reformer 
showed that his position was sustained by the Scriptures, 
and firmly declared that he could not renounce the truth. 
The legate, unable to reply to Luther’s arguments, over- 
whelmed him with a storm of reproaches, gibes,' and 
flattery, interspersed with quotations from tradition and 
the sayings of the Fathers, granting the reformer no 
opportunity to 1 speak. Seeing that the conference, thus 
continued, would be utterly futile, Luther finally obtained 
a reluctant permission to present his answer in writing. 

“In so doing,” said he, writing to a friend, “the op- 
pressed find double gain; first, what is written may be 
submitted to the judgment of others; and second, one has a 
better chance of working on the fears, if not on the 
conscience, of an arrogant and babbling despot, who would 
otherwise overpower by his imperious language.” At the 
next interview, Luther presented a clear, concise, and 
s, forcible exposition of his views, fully supported by many 
i quotations from Scripture. This paper, after reading aloud, 
he handed to the cardinal, who, however, cast it contemp- 
tuously aside, declaring it to be a mass of idle words and 
irrelevant quotations. Luther, fully roused, now met the 
haughty prelate on his own ground, — the traditions and 
teachings of the church, — and utterly overthrew his as- 
sumptions. 

When the prelate saw that Luther’s reasoning was unan- 
swerable, he lost all self-control, and in a rage cried out: 
“Retract, or I wilt send you to Rome, there to appear 
before the judges commissioned to take cognizance of your 
case. I will excommunicate you and all your partisans, and 
all who shall at any time countenance you, and will cast 
them out of the church.” And he finally declared, in a 
haughty and angry tone, “Retract, or return no more.” 

The reformer promptly withdrew with his friends, thus 
declaring plainly that . no retraction was to be expected 
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from him. This was not what the cardinal had purposed. 
.He had flattered himself that by violence he could, awe 
Luther to submission. Now, left alone with his supporters, 
he looked from one to another, in utter chagrin at the 
unexpected failure of his schemes. 

Luther’s efforts on this occasion were not without good 
results. The large assembly present had opportunity to 
compare the two men, and to judge for themselves of the 
spirit manifested by them, as well as of the strength and 
truthfulness of their positions. How marked the contrast! 
The reformer, simple, humble, firm, stood up in the 
strength of God, having truth on his side; the pope’s 
representative, self-important, overbearing, haughty, and 
unreasonable, was without a single argument from the 
Scriptures, yet vehemently crying, “Retract, or be sent to 
Rome for punishment.” 

Notwithstanding Luther had secured a safe-conduct, the 
Romanists were plotting to seize and imprison him. His 
friends urged that as it was useless for him to prolong his 
stay, he should return to Wittenberg without delay, and 
that the utmost caution should be observed in order to 
'conceal his intentions. He accordingly left Augsburg be- 
fore daybreak, on horseback, accompanied only by a guide 
'furnished him by the magistrate. With many forebodings 
he secretly made his way through the dark and silent 
streets of the city. Enemies, vigilant and cruel, were plot- 
ting his destruction. Would he escape the snares prepared 
for him? Those were moments of anxiety and earnest 
prayer. He reached a small gate in the wall of the city. It 
was opened for him, and with his guide he passed through 
without'hindrance. Once safely outside, the fugitives has- 
tened their flight, and before the legate learned of Luther’s 
departure, he was beyond the reach of his persecutors; 
Satan and his emissaries were defeated. The man whom 
they had thought in their power was gone, escaped as a 
bird from the snare of the fowler. 

At the news of Luther’s escape, the legate was over- 
whelmed with surprise and anger. He had expected to 
receive great honor for his wisdom and firmness in deal- 
ing with this disturber of the church; but his hope was 
disappointed. He gave expression to his wrath in a letter to 
' Frederick, the Elector of Saxony, bitterly denouncing 
Luther, and demanding that Frederick send the reform' o 
Rome or banish him from Saxony. 

In defense, Luther urged that the legate or t! , 
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show him his errors from the Scriptures, and pledged 
himself in the most solemn manner to renounce Ids doc- 
trines if they could be shown to contradict the, Word of 
God. And he expressed his gratitude to God that he had 
been counted worthy to suffer in so holy a cause. 

The elector had, as yet, little knowledge of the reformed 
doctrines, but he was deeply impressed by the candor, 
force, and clearness of Luther’s words; and, until the 
reformer should be proved to be in error, Frederick 
resolved to stand as his protector. In reply to the legate’s 
demand he wrote: “Since Doctor Martin has appeared 
before you at Augsburg, you should be satisfied. We did 
not expect that you would endeavor to make him retract 
without having convinced him of his errors. None of the 
learned men in our principality have informed us that 
Martin’s doctrine'is impious, antichristian, or heretical. We 
must refuse, therefore, either to send Luther to Rome or to 
expel him from our States.” 

The elector saw that there was a general breaking down 
of the moral restraints of society. A great work of reform 
was needed. The complicated and expensive arrangements 
to restrain and punish crime would be unnecessary if men 
but acknowledged and obeyed the requirements of God 
and the dictates of an enlightened conscience. He saw that 
Luther was laboring to secure this object, and'he secretly 
rejoiced that a better influence was making itself felt in the 
church. 

He saw also that as a professor in the university Luther 
! was eminently successful. Only a year had passed since the 
reformer posted his theses on the castle church, yet there 
was already a great falling off in the number of pilgrims 
that visited the church at the festival of AH-Saints, Rome 
had been deprived of worshipers and offerings, but their 
place was filled by another class, who now came to 
Wittenberg, — not pilgrims to adore her relics, but students 
to fill her halls of learning. The writings of Luther had 
kindled everywhere a new interest in the Holy Scriptures, 
and not only from all parts of Germany, but from other 
lands, students flocked to the university. Young men, 
coming in sight of Wittenberg for the first time, would 
“raise their hands to heaven, and bless God for having 
caused the light of truth to shine forth from Wittenberg, as. 
in former ages from Mount Zion, that it might penetrate to 
the most distant lands.” . 

Luther was as yet but partially converted from the errors 
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of Romanism. But as he compared the Holy Oracles with 
the papal decrees and constitutions, he was filled with 
wonder. “I am reading,” he wrote, “the decretals of the 
popes, and ... I know not whether the pope is antichrist 
himself, or whether he is his apostle; so misrepresented and 
even crucified does Christ appear in them.” Yet at this 
time Luther was still a supporter of the Roman Church, 
and had no thought that he would ever separate from her 
communion. 

The reformer’s writings and his doctrine were extending 
to every nation in Christendom. The work spread to 
Switzerland and Holland. Copies of his writings found 
their way to France and Spain. In England his teachings 
were received as the word of life. To Belgium and Italy 
also the truth had extended. Thousands were awakening 
from their death-like stupor to the joy and hope of a life of 
faith. 

Rome became more and more exasperated by the attacks 
of Luther, and it was declared by some of his fanatical 
opponents, even by doctors in Catholic universities, that he 
who should kill the rebellious monk would be without sin. 
One day a stranger, with a pistol hidden under his cloak, 
approached the reformer, and inquired why he went thus 
alone. “I am in the hands of God,” answered Luther. “He 
is my help and my shield. What can man do unto me?” 
Upon hearing these words, the stranger turned pale, and 
fled away, as from the presence of the angels of Heaven. 

Rome was bent upon the destruction of Luther; but God 
was his defense. His doctrines were heard everywhere, — in 
convents, in cottages, in the castles of the nobles, in the 
universities, in the palaces of kings; and noble men were 
rising on every hand to sustain his efforts. 

It was about this time that Luther, reading the works of 
Huss, found that the great truth of justification by faith, 
which he himself was seeking to uphold and teach, had 
been held by the Bohemian reformer. “We have all,” said 
Luther, “Paul, Augustine, and myself, been Hussites with- 
out knowing it.” “God will surely visit it upon the world,” 
he continued, “that the truth was preached to it a century 
ago, and burned.” 

In an appeal to the emperor and nobility of Germany in 
behalf of the Reformation of Christianity, Luther wrote 
concerning the pope: “It is monstrous to see him who is 
called the vicar of Christ, displaying a magnificence unri- 
valed by that of any emperor. Is this to represent the poor 
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and lowly Jesus or the humble St. Peter? The pope, say 
they, is the lord of the world! But Christ, whose vicar he 
boasts of being, said, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.’ 
Can the dominions of a vicar extend beyond those of his 
superior?” 

He wrote thus of the universities: “I fear much that the 
universities will be found to be great gates leading down to 
hell, unless they take diligent care to explain the Holy 
Scriptures, and to engrave them in the hearts of our youth. 
I advise no one to place his child where the Holy Scrip- 
tures are not regarded as the rule of life. Every institution 
where the Word of God is not diligently studied, must 
become corrupt.” 

This appeal was rapidly circulated throughout Germany, 
and exerted a powerful influence upon the people. The 
whole nation was stirred,, and multitudes were roused to 
rally around the standard of reform. Luther’s opponents, 
burning with a desire for revenge, urged the pope to take 
decisive measures against him. It was decreed that his 
doctrines should be immediately condemned. Sixty days 
were granted the reformer and his adherents, after which, 
if they did not recant, they were all to be excommunicated. 

That was a terrible crisis for the Reformation. For 
centuries Rome’s sentence of excommunication had struck 
terror to powerful monarchs; it had filled mighty empires 
with woe and desolation. Those upon whom its condem- 
nation fell, were universally regarded with dread and 
horror; they were cut off from intercourse with their 
fellows, and treated as outlaws, to be hunted to extermina- 
tion. Luther was not blind to tire tempest about to burst 
upon him; but he stood firm, trusting in Christ to be his 
support and shield. With a martyr’s faith and courage he 
wrote: “What is about to happen I know not, and I care 
not to know.” Wherever the blow may reach me, I fear 
not. Hot so much as a leaf falls without the will of our 
Father; how much rather will he care for us! It is a light 
matter to die for the Word, since this Word, that was 
made flesh for us', hath himself died. If we die with him, 
we shall live with him; and, passing through that which 
he has passed through before us, we shall be where he 

is, and dwell with him forever.” 

When the papal bull reached Luther, he said: “I despise 

it, and resist it, as impious and false. ... It is Christ 
himself who is condemned therein.” “I glory in the pros- 
pect of suffering for the best of causes. Already I fed 
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greater liberty; for I know now that the pope is antichrist, 
and that his throne is that of Satan himself.” 

Yet the mandate of Rome was not without effect. 
Prison, torture, and sword were weapons potent to enforce 
obedience. The weak and superstitious trembled before the 
decree of the pope, and while there was general sympathy 
for Luther, many felt that life was too dear to be risked in 
the case of reform. Everything seemed to indicate that the 
reformer’s work was about to close. 

But Luther was fearless still. Rome had hurled her 
anathemas against him, and the world looked on, nothing 
doubting that he would perish or be forced to yield. But 
with terrible power he flung back upon herself the sentence 
of condemnation, and publicly declared his determination 
to abandon her forever. In the presence of a crowd of 
students, doctors, and citizens of all ranks, Luther burned 
the pope’s bull, with the canon laws, the decretals, and 
certain writings sustaining the papal power. “My enemies 
have been able by burning my books,” he said, “to injure 
the cause of truth in the minds of some, and to destroy 
souls; for this reason I consume their books in return. A 
serious struggle has just commenced. Hitherto I have been 
playing with the pope; now I wage open war. I began this 
work in God’s name; it will be ended without me, and by 
his might.” 

To the reproaches of his enemies, who taunted him with 
the weakness of his cause, Luther answered: “Who knows 
if God has not chosen and called me to perform this need- 
ed work, and if these babblers ought not to fear that by 
despising me, they despise God himself? They say I am 
alone; no, for Jehovah is with me. In their sense, Moses 
was alone at the departure from Egypt; Elijah was alone in 
the reign of King Ahab; Isaiah was alone in Jerusalem; 
Ezekiel was alone in Babylon. Hear this, O Rome: God 
never selected as a prophet either the high priest or any 
great personage; but rather, he chose low and despised 
men, once even the shepherd Amos. In ever/ age the saints 
have been compelled to Tebuke kins, princes, recreant 
priest 0 ., gr.d wise men at the peril of their lives.” “I do not 
say that I also am a prophet; but 1 do say trar they ou guu 
to fear precisely because I am alone, while cr. &ejsms 
the GpprevxiT are numbers, caste, wealth, 
letters. Yes, I am alone; but I stand serene, '• 
by side with me is the Word of God; and ' ' 
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there, sick as T am. For, since the emperor has summoned 
me, I cannot doubt that it is the call of God himself. If 
they intend to use violence against me, as they probably 
do, for assuredly it is with no view of gaining information 
that they require me to appear before them, I place the 
matter in the Lord’s hands. He still lives and reigns who 
preserved the three Israelites in the fiery furnace. If it he 
not his will to save me, my life is of little consequence. Let 
us only take care that the gospel be not exposed to the 
scorn of the ungodly, and let us shed our blood in its 
defense rather than -allow them to triumph. Who shall say 
whether my life ,or my death would contribute most to the 
salvation of my brethren?” “Expect anything from me but 
flight or recantation. Fly I cannot; still less can I recant.” 

As the news was circulated at Worms that Luther was to 
appear before the Diet, a general excitement was created, 
Alcandcr, the papal legate to whom the case had been 
specially intrusted, was alarmed and enraged. He saw that 
the result would be disastrous to the papal cause. To 
institute inquiry into a case in which the pope had already 
pronounced sentence of condemnation, would be to cast 
contempt upon the authority of the soverign pontiff. 
Furthermore, he was apprehensive that the eloquent and 
powerful arguments of this man might turn away many of 
the princes from the cause of the pope. He therefore, in the 
most urgent manner, remonstrated with Charles against 
Luther’s appearance at Worms. About this time the bull 
declaring Luther’s excommunication was published; and 
this, coupled with the representations of the legate, induced 
the emperor to yield. He wrote to the elector that if Luther 
would not retract, he must remain at Wittenberg. 

Not content with this victory, Alcandcr labored with all 
the power and cunning at his command to secure Luther’s 
condemnation. With a persistence worthy of a better cause, 
he urged the matter upon the attention of princes, prclatcs,- 
and other members of the assembly, accusing the reformer 
of sedition, rebellion, impiety, and blasphemy. But the 
vehemence and passion manifested by the legate revealed 
too plainly the spirit by which he was actuated. “Hatred 
and thirst for vengeance,” said a papist writer, “arc his 
motives, rather than true zeal for religion.” The majority of 
the Diet were more than ever inclined to regard Luther’s 
cause with favor. / 

. With redoubled zeal, Alcandcr urged upon (he emperor . ' 
the duty of executing the papal edicts. But under V~ ' "T. 
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of Germany this could not be done without the concur- 
rence of the princes, and, overcome at last by the legate’s 
importunity, Charles bade him present his case to the Diet. 
“It was a proud day for the nuncio. The assembly was a 
great one; the cause was even greater. Aleander was to 
plead for Rome, the mother and mistress of all churches; 
he was to vindicate the princedom of Peter before the 
assembled principalities of Christendom. He had the gift of 
eloquence, and he rose to the greatness of the occasion. 
Providence ordered it that Rome should appear and plead 
by the ablest of her orators in the presence of the most 
august of tribunals, before she was condemned.” With 
some misgivings those who favored the reformer looked 
forward to the effect of Aleander’s speech. The Elector of 
Saxony was not present, but by his direction some of his 
councillors attended, to take notes of the nuncio’s address. 

With all the power of learning and eloquence, Aleander 
set himself to overthrow the truth. Charge after charge he 
hurled against Luther as an enemy of the Church and the 
State, the living and the dead, clergy and laity, councils and 
private Christians. “There is enough in the errors of 
Luther.” he declared, “to warrant the burning of a hundred 
thousand heretics.” 

In conclusion, he endeavored to cast contempt upon the 
adherents of the reformed faith: "What are all these 
Lutherans? — A motley rabble of insolent grammarians, 
^corrupt priests, dissolute monks, ignorant • lawyers, and 
'■'llegradcd nobles, with the common people whom they have 
led and perverted. How greatly superior is the Catholic 
rty in numbers, intelligence, and power! A unanimous 
ccree from this illustrious assembly will open the eyes of 
e simple, show the unwary their danger, determine the 
wavering, and strengthen the weak-hearted.” 

With such weapons the advocates of truth in every age 
have been attacked. The same arguments are still urged 
against all who dare to present, in opposition to established 
errors, the plain and direct teachings of God's Word. “Who 
arc these preachers of new doctrines?” exclaim those who 
desire a popular religion. “They are unlearned, few in 
numbers, and of the poorer class. Yet they claim to have 
the truth, and to be the chosen people of God. They aro 
ignorant and deceived. How greatly superior in numbers 
and influence is our church! How many great and learned 
men are among us! How much more power is on our side!” 
These are the arguments that have a telling influence upon 
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the world; but they are no more conclusive now than in the 
days of the reformer. 

The Reformation did not, as many suppose, end with 
Luther. It is to be continued to the close of this world’s 
history. Luther had a great work to do in reflecting to 
others the light which God had permitted to shine upon 
him; yet he did not receive all the light which was to be 
given to the world. From that time to this, new light has 
been continually shining upon the Scriptures, and new 
truths have been constantly unfolding. 

The legate’s address made a deep impression upon the 
Diet. There was no Luther present, with the clear and 
convincing truths of God’s Word, to vanquish the papal 
champion. No attempt was made to defend the reformer. 
There was manifest a general disposition not only to con- 
demn him and the doctrines which he taught, but if 
possible to uproot the heresy. Rome had enjoyed the most 
favorable opportunity to defend her cause. All that she 
could say in her own vindication had been said. But the 
apparent victory was the signal of defeat Henceforth the 
contrast between truth and error would be more clearly 
seen, as they should take the field in open warfare. Never 
from that day would Rome stand as secure as she had 
stood. 

While most of the members of the Diet would not have 
hesitated to yield up Luther to the vengeance of Rome, 
many of them saw and deplored the existing depravity in 
the church, and desired a suppression of the abuses suf- 
fered by the German people in consequence of the corrup- 
tion and greed of the hierarchy. The legate had presented 
the papal rule in the most favorable light. Now the Lord 
moved upon a member of the Diet to give a true delinea- 
tion of the effects of papal tyranny. With noble firmness, 
Duke George of Saxony stood up in that princely assem- 
bly, and specified with terrible exactness the deceptions 
and abominations of popery, and their dire results. In 
closing he said: — 

“These are but a few of the abuses which cry out against 
Rome for redress. All shame is laid aside, and one object 
alone incessantly pursued: money! evermore money! so 
that the very men whose duty it is to teach the truth, utter 
nothing but falsehoods, and are not only tolerated but 
rewarded; because the greater their lies, the greater are 
their gains. This is the foul source from which so many 
corrupt streams flow out on every side. Profligacy and 
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avarice go hand in hand.” “Alas! it is the scandal caused by 
the clergy that plunges so many poor souls into everlasting 
perdition. A thorough reform must he effected.” 

A more able and forcible denunciation of the papal 
abuses could not have been presented by Luther himself; 
and the fact that the speaker was a determined enemy of 
the reformer, gave greater influence to his words. 

Had the eyes of the assembly been opened, they would 
have beheld angels of God in the midst of them, shedding 
beams of light athwart the darkness of error, and opening 
minds and hearts to the reception of truth. It was the 
power of the God of truth and wisdom that controlled 
even the adversaries of the Reformation, and thus pre- 
pared the way for the great work about to be accomp- 
lished. Martin Luther was not present; but the voice of 
One greater than Luther had been heard in that assembly. 

A committee was at once appointed by the Diet , to 
prepare an enumeration of the papal oppressions that 
weighed so heavily on the German people. This list, 
containing a hundred and one specifications, was presented 
to the emperor, with a request that he would take imme- 
diate measures for the correction of these abuses. “What a 
loss of Christian souls,” said the petitioners, “what injus- 
tice, what extortion, are the daily fruits of those scandalous 
practices to which the spiritual head of Christendom af- 
fords his countenance. The ruin and dishonor of our nation' 
must be averted. We therefore very humbly, but very 
urgently, beseech you to sanction a general Reformation, 
to undertake the work, and to carry it through.” 

The council now demanded the reformer’s appearance 
before them. Notwithstanding the entreaties, protests, and 
threats of Aleander, the emperor at last consented, and 
Luther was summoned to appear before the Diet. With the 
summons was issued a safe-conduct, insuring his return to 
a place of security. These were borne to Wittenberg by a 
herald, who was commissioned to conduct him to Worms. 

Th e _ friends of Luther were terrified and distressed. 
Knowing the prejudice and enmity against him, they feared 
that even his safe-conduct would not be respected, and they 
entreated him not to imperil his life. He replied: “The 
papists have little desire to see me at Worms, but they long 
for my condemnation and death. It matters not. Pray not 
for me, but for the Word of God, . . . Christ will give me 
his Spirit to overcome these ministers of Satan. I despise 
them while I live; I will triumph over them by my death. 
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They are busy at Worms about compelling me to recant 
My recantation shall be this: I said formerly that the pope 
was Christ’s vicar; now I say that he is the adversary of the 
Lord, and the apostle of the devil.” 

Luther was not to make his perilous journey alone. 
Besides the imperial messenger, three of his firmest friends 
determined to accompany him. Melancthon earnestly de- 
shed to join them. His heart was knit to Luther’s, and he 
yearned to follow him, if need be, to prison or to death. 
But his entreaties were denied. Should Luther perish, the 
hopes of the Reformation must center upon his youthful 
co-laborer. Said the reformer as he parted from Melanc- 
thon, “If I do not return, and my enemies put me to 
death, continue to teach; stand fast in the truth. Labor in 
my stead. ... if thy life be spared, my death will matter 
little.” Students and citizens who had gathered to witness 
Luther’s departure were deeply moved. A multitude whose 
hearts had been touched by the gospel bade him farewell 
with weeping. Thus the reformer and his companions set 
out from Wittenberg. 

On the journey they saw that the minds of the people 
were oppressed by gloomy forebodings. At some towns no 
honors were proffered them. As they stopped for the night, 
a friendly priest expressed his fears by holding up before 
Luther the portrait of an Italian reformer who had suffered 
martyrdom. The next day they learned that Luther’s writ- 
ings had been condemned at Worms. Imperial messengers 
were proclaiming the emperor’s decree, and calling upon 
the people to bring the proscribed works to the magistrates. 
The herald, fearing for Luther’s safety at the council, and 
thinking that already his resolution might be shaken, asked 
if he still wished to go forward. He answered, “I will go on, 
though I should be put under interdict in every town.” 

At Erfurt, Luther was received with honor. Surrounded 
by admiring crowds, he passed through the streets that he 
had often traversed with his beggar’s wallet. He visited his 
convent cell, and thought upon the struggles through which 
the light now flooding Germany had been shed upon his 
soul. He was urged to preach. This he had been forbidden 
to do, but the herald granted him permission, and the friar 
who had once been made the drudge of the convent, now 
entered the pulpit. 

To a crowded assembly he spoke from the words of 
Christ, “Peace be unto you.” “Philosophers, docto- ;md 
writers,” he said, “have endeavored to teach mer 



134 ° The Great Controversy 

to obtain everlasting life, and they have not succeeded. I 
will now tell it to you.” God has raised one Man from the 
dead, the Lord Jesus Christ, that he might destroy death, 
expiate sin, and shut the gates of hell. This is the work of 
salvation. Christ has vanquished! This is the joyful news! 
And we are saved by his work, and not by our own. . . . 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said, ‘Peace be unto you! behold 
my hands’ — that is to say, Behold, O man! it is I, I .alone, 
who have taken away thy sins, and ransomed thee; and 
now thou hast peace, saith the Lord.” 

He continued, showing that true faith will be manifested 
by a holy life. “Since God has saved us, let us so order our 
works that he may take pleasure in them. Art thou rich? — ■ 
let thy riches be the supply of other men’s poverty. Art 
thou poor? — let thy service minister to the rich. If thy labor 
is for thyself alone, the service thou offerest to God is a 
mere pretense.” 

. The people listened as if spell-bound. The bread of life 
was broken to those starving souls. Christ was lifted up 
before them as above popes, legates, emperors, and kings. 
Luther made no reference to his own perilous position. He 
did not seek to make himself the object of thought or 
sympathy. In the contemplation of Christ, he had lost sight 
of self. He hid behind the Man of Calvary, seeking only to 
present Jesus as the sinner’s Redeemer. 

As the reformer proceeded on his journey, he was 
everywhere regarded with great interest. An eager multi- 
tude thronged about him; and friendly voices warned him 
of the purpose of the Romanists. "You will be burned 
alive,” said they, “and your body reduced to ashes, as was 
that of John Huss.” Luther answered, “Though they should 
kindle a fire all the way from Worms to Wittenberg, whose 
flames should rise up to heaven, I would go through it in 
the name of the Lord, and stand before them; I would 
enter the jaws of this behemoth, and break his teeth, 
confessing the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The news of his approach to Worms created great 
commotion. His friends trembled for his safety; his ene- 
mies feared for the success of their cause. Strenuous ef- 
forts were made to dissuade him from entering the city. At 
the instigation of the papists he v/as urged to repair to the 
castle of a friendly knight, where, it was declared, all 
difficulties could be amicably adjusted. Friends endeav- 
ored to excite his fears by describing the dangers that 
threatened him. All their efforts failed. Luther, still un- 
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reached the place. Every avenue was crowded with specta- 
tors, eager to look upon the monk who had dared resist the 
authority of the pope. 

As he was about to enter the pretence of his judge", an 
old general, the hero of many battles, said to him kindly, 
“Poor monk 1 , poor monk! thou hast a march and a struggle 
to go through, such as neither I n or many other captains 
have ever known in our most bloody battles. But if thy 
cause be just, and thou art sure of it, go forward in God’s 
name, and fear nothing! He will not forsake thee.” 

At length Luther stood before the council. The empercr 
occupied the throne. He was surrounded by the most illus- 
trious personages l.n the empire. Never bad any man 
appeared in the presence of a more imposing assembly 
than that before which Martin Luther was to answer for 
his faith. “This appearance was of itself a signal victory 
over the papacy. The Pope had condemned the man, and 
he was now standing before a tribunal which, by this very 
act, set itself above the pope. The pope had aided him un- 
der an interdict, and cut him off from all human society, 
and yet he 'was summoned in respectful language, and re- 
ceived before the most august assembly in the world. The 
pope had condemned him to perpetual silence, and he 
was now about to speak before thousands of attentive 
hearers drawn together from the furthest parts of Chisten- 
dom. An immense revolution had thus been effected by 
Luther’s instrumentality. Rome 'was already descending 
from her throne, and it was the voice of a monk that 
caused this humiliation.” 

In the presence of that powerful and titled assembly, the 
lowly-born reformer seemed awed and embarrassed. Sever- 
al of the princes, observing his emotion, approached him, 
tmd one of them whispered, “Fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul.” Another said, 
V/hen ye shall be brought before governors and kings for 
My sake, it shall be given you, by the Spirit of your Father, 
what ye shall say.” Thus the words of Christ were brought 
by the world’s great men to strengthen his servant in the 
hour of trial. 

Luther was conducted to a position directly in front of 
the emperor's throne. A deep silence fell upon the crowded 
assembly, Jlien an imperial officer arose, and pointing to a 
collection of Luther’s writings, demanded that the reformer 
answer two questions, — whether he acknowledged them as 
his, and whether he proposed to retract the opinions which 
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humility, according to your command; and I implore your 
majesty, and your august highnesses, by the mercies of 
God, to listen with favor to the defense of a cause which I 
am well assured is just and right. If in my reply I do not 
use the just ceremonial of a court, pardon me, for I am not 
'-familiar with its usages. I am but a poor monk, a child of 
the cell, and I have labored only for the glory of God.” 

Then, proceeding to the question, he stated that his 
published works were not all of the same character. In 
some he had treated of faith and good works, and even his 
enemies declared them not only harmless but profitable. To 
retract these would be to condemn truths which all parties 
confessed. The second class consisted of writings exposing 
the corruptions and abuses of the papacy. To revoke these 
works would strengthen the tyranny of Rome, and open a 
wider door to many and great impieties. In the third class 
of his books he had attacked individuals who had defended 
existing evils. Canceling these he freely confessed that he 
had been more violent than was becoming. He did not 
claim to be free from fault; but even these books he could 
not revoke, for such a course would embolden the enemies 
of truth, and they would then take occasion to crush 
God’s people with still greater cruelty. 

“But as I am a mere man, and not God,” he continued, 
“I will defend myself as did Christ, who said, ‘If I have 
spoken evil, bear witness of the evil.’ By the mercy of God, 

I implore your imperial majesty, or any one else who can, 
whoever he may be, to prove to me from the writings of 
the prophets and apostles that I am in error. As soon as I 
shall be convinced, I will instantly retract all my errors, 
and will be the first to cast my books into the fire. What I 
have just said, will show that I have considered and 
weighed the dangers to which I am exposing myself: but 
far from being dismayed by them, I rejoice exceedingly to 
see the gospel this day, as of old, a cause of trouble and 
dissension. This is the character, the destiny of God’s 
Word. Said Christ, 'I came not to send peace, but a 
sword. 2 God is wonderful and terrible in his counsels. Let 
us have a care lest in our endeavors to arrest discords we 
be found to fight against the holy Word of God, and bring 
down upon our heads a frightful deluge of inextricable 
dangers, present disaster, and everlasting desolation. ... I 
might cite examples drawn from the oracles of. God. I 
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might speak of Pharaohs, of kings of Babylon, or of Israel, 
who were never more contributing to their own ruin than 
whet}, by measures in appearance most prudent, they 
thought to establish their authority. God ‘removclh the 
mountains, and they know not.’ ’” 

Luther had spoken in German; he was now requested tc 
repeat the same words in Latin. Though exhausted by the 
previous effort, he complied, and again delivered hi: 
speech, with the same clearness and energy' as at the first 
God’s providence directed in this matter. The minds ol 
many of the princes were so blinded by error and supersti- 
tion that at the first delivery they did not sec the force ol 
Luther’s reasoning; but the repetition enabled them tc 
perceive clearly the points presented. 

Those who stubbornly closed their eyes to the light, anc 
determined not to be convinced of the truth, were enragee 
at the power of Luther’s words. As he ceased speaking, the 
spokesman of the Diet said angrily, “You have not an- 
swered the question. A clear and express reply is dc 
manded. Will you or will you not retract?” 

The reformer answered: “Since your most serene maj 
esty and the princes require a simple, clear, and direci 
answer, I will give one, and it is this: I cannot submit my 
faith either to the pope or to the councils, because it is a: 
dear as noonday that they have often fallen into error, anc 
even into glaring inconsistency with themselves. If, then, ] 
am not convinced by proof from Holy Scripture, or by 
cogent reasons; if I am not satisfied by the very texts that ) 
have cited, and if my judgment is not in this way brough 
into subjection to God's Word, I neither can nor wil 
retract anything; for it cannot be right for a Christian tc 
speak against his conscience. Here I take my stand; ] 
cannot do otherwise. God be my help! Amen.” 

Thus stood this righteous man, upon the sure foundatior 
of the Word of God. The light of Heaven illuminated hi: 
countenance. His greatness and purity of character, hi; 
peace and joy of heart, were manifest to all as he testified 
against the power of error, and witnessed to the superiority 
of that faith that overcomes the world. 

The whole assembly were for a time speechless witV 
amazement. At his first answer, Luther had spoken in c 
low tone, with a respectful, almost submissive bearing. The 
Romanists had interpreted this as evidence that Iris courage 
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council, impressing the hearts of the chiefs of the empire. 
Several of the princes boldly acknowledged the justice ot 
Luther’s cause. Many were convinced of the truth; but 'with 
some the impressions received were not lasting. There was 
another class who did not at the time express their convic- 
tions, but who, having searched the Scriptures for them- 
selves, at a future time became fearless supporters of the 
Reformation. 

The elector Frederick had looked forward anxiously to 
Luther’s appearance before the Diet, and with -deep emo- 
tion he listened to his speech. With joy and pride he 
witnessed the doctor’s courage, firmness, and self-posses- 
sion, and determined to stand more firmly in his defense. 
He contrasted the parties in contest, and saw that the 
wisdom of popes, kings, and prelates had been brought to 
naught by the power of truth. The papacy had sustained a 
defeat which would be felt among all nations and in all 
ages. 

As the legate perceived the effect produced by Luther’s 
speech, he feared, as never before, for the security of the 
Romish power, and resolved to employ every means at his 
command to effect the reformer’s overthrow. With all the 
eloquence and diplomatic skill for which he was so emi- 
nently distinguished, he represented to the youthful em- 
peror the folly and danger of sacrificing, in the cause of an 
insignificant monk, the friendship and support of the 
powerful see of Rome. 

. His words were not without effect On the day following 
Luther’s answer, Charles caused a message to be presented 
to the Diet, announcing his determination to carry out the 
policy of his predecessors to maintain and protect the 
Catholic religion. Since Luther had refused to renounce his 
errors, the most vigorous measures should be employed 
against him and the heresies he taught. “A single monk, led 
astray by his own madness, erects himself against the faith 
of Christendom. I will sacrifice my kingdoms, my power, 
my friends, my treasure, my body and blood, my thoughts, 
and my life, to stay the further progress of this impiety. I 
am about to dismiss the Augustine Luther, forbidding him 
to cause the least disturbance among the people. I will then 
take measures against him and his adherents, as open 
heretics, by excommunication, interdict, and every means 
necessary to their destruction. I call on the members of the 
States to comport themselves like faithful Christians.” 
Nevertheless the emperor declared . that Luther’s safe-con- 
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lich was handed down as an inheritance for us, and we 
• accountable also for the additional light which is now 
ning upon us from the Word of God. - 
Said Christ of the unbelieving Jews, “If I had not come 
d spoken unto them, they had not had sin; but now they 
ve no cloak for their sin.”* Tire same divine power had 
aken through Luther to the emperor and princes of 
irmany. And as the light shone forth from God’s Word, 
s Spirit pleaded for the last time with many in that 
sembly. As Pilate, centuries before, permitted pride and 
ipularity to close his heart against the world’s Redeemer; 
the trembling Felix bade the messenger of truth, “Go 
y way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I 
11 call for thee;” 3 as the proud Agrippa confessed, 
Vimost thou persuadest me to be a Christian,’” yet 
rned away from the Heaven-sent message, — so had 
narles V., yielding to the dictates of worldly pride and 
>iicy, decided to reject the light of truth. 

Rumors of the designs against Luther were widely 
rculated, causing great excitement throughout the city, 
he reformer had made many friends, who, knowing the 
eacherous cruelty of Rome toward all that dared expose 
:r corruptions, resolved that he should not be sacrificed, 
undreds of nobles pledged . themselves to protect him. 
fow a few openly denounced the royal message as evinc- 
ig a weak submission to the controlling power of Rome, 
p the gates of houses and in public places, placards were 
osted, some condemning and others sustaining Luther. On 
ne of these were written merely the significant words of 
le wise man, “Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a 
iild.” ! The popular enthusiasm in Luther’s favor through- 
at all Germany convinced both the emperor and the Diet 
tat any injustice shown him would endanger the peace of 
te empire, and even the stability of the throne. 

Frederick of Saxony maintained a studied reserve, care- 
illy concealing his real feelings toward the reformer, 
hile at the same time he guarded him with tireless 
gilance, watching all his movements and all those of his 
temies. But there were many who made no attempt to 
mceal their sympathy with Luther. He was visited by 
"inces, counts, barons, and other persons of distinction, 
Jth lay and ecclesiastical, “The doctor’s little room,” 
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majesty of God stood forth above the counsel of men, 
above the mighty power of Satan. 

Luther was soon commanded by the authority of the 
emperor to return home, and he knew that this notice 
would be speedily followed by his condemnation. Threalen- 
■ ing clouds overhung his path; but as he departed from 
Worms, his heart was filled with joy and praise. “Satan 
himself,” said he, “kept the pope's citadel; but Christ has 
made a wide breach in it, and the devil has been compelled 
to confess that Christ is mightier than he.’’ 

After his departure, still desirous that his firmness 
should not be mistaken for rebellion, Luther wrote to the 
emperor. “God is my witness, who knoweth the thoughts,” 
he said, “that I am ready with all my heart to obey your 
majesty through good or evil report, in life or in death, 
with no one exception, save the Word of God, by which 
man liveth. In all the affairs of this life my fidelity shall be 
unshaken; for, in these, loss or gain has nothing to do with 
salvation. But it is contrary to the will of God, that man 
should be subject to man in that which pertains to eternal 
life. Subjection in spirituals is a real worship, and should be 
rendered only to the Creator.” 

On the journey from Worms, Luther’s reception was 
even more flattering than during his progress thither. 
Princely ecclesiastics welcomed the excommunicated 
\ monk, and civil rulers honored the man whom the emperor 
had denounced. He was urged to preach, and, notwith- 
standing the imperial prohibition, he again entered the 
pulpit, “I have never pledged myself to chain up the Word 
of God,” he said, “nor will I.” 

He had not been long absent from Worms, when the 
papists prevailed upon the emperor to issue an edict against 
him. In this decree Luther was denounced as “Satan 
himself under the semblance of a man in a monk’s hood.” 
It was commanded that as soon as his safe-conduct should 
expire, measures be taken to stop his work. All persons 
were forbidden to harbor him, to give him food or drink, 
or by word or act, in public or private, to aid or abet him. 
He was to be seized wherever he might be, and delivered to 
the authorities. His adherents also were to be imprisoned, 
and their property confiscated. His writings were to be 
destroyed, and finally, alb who should dare to act contrary 
to this decree were included in its condemnation. The 
Elector of Saxony, and the princes most friendly to Luther 
had left Worms soon after his departure, and the emperor’s 
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THE SWISS REFORMER 

In the choice of instrumentalities for the reforming of 
the church, the same divine plan is seen as in that for the 
planting of the church. The heavenly 'Teacher passed by 
the great men of earth, the titled and wealthy, who were 
accustomed to receive praise and homage as leaders of the 
people. They were so proud and self-confident in their 
boasted superiority that they could not be moulded to 
sympathize with their fellow-men, and to become co- 
laborers with the humble Man of Nazareth. To the un- 
learned, toiling fishermen of Galilee was the call addressed, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 1 These 
disciples were humble and teachable. The less they had 
been influenced by the false teaching of their time, the 
more successfully could Christ instruct and train them for 
his service. So in the days of the Great Reformation. The 
leading reformers were men from humble life, — men who 
were most free of any of their time from pride of rank, 
and from the influence of bigotry and priestcraft. It is 
God's plan to employ humble instruments to accomplish 
great results. Then the glory will not be given to men, but 
to Him who works through them to will and to do of his 
own good pleasure. 

A few weeks after the birth of Luther in a miner’s cabin 
in Saxony, Ulric Zw ingle was born in a herdsman’s cottage 
among the Alps. Zwingle’s surroundings in childhood, and 
his early training, were such as to prepare him for his 
future mission. Reared amid scenes of natural grandeur, 
beauty, and awful sublimity, his mind was early impressed 
with a sense of the greatness, the power, and the majesty of 
God. The history of the brave deeds achieved upon his 
native mountains, kindled his youthful aspirations. And at 
the side of his pious grandmother he listened to the few 
precious Bible stories which she had gleaned from amid 
the legends and traditions of the church. With eager 
interest he heard of the grand deeds of patriarchs and 
prophets, of the shepherds who watched their flocks on the 
hills of Palestine where angels talked with them, of the 
Babe of Bethlehem and the Man of Calvary. 

‘Matt 4:19. 
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Like John Luther, Zwingie’s father desired an education 
for his son, and the boy was early sent from his native 
valley. His mind rapidly developed, and it soon became a 
question where to find teachers competent to instruct him. 
At the age of thirteen he went to Bern, which then 
possessed the most distinguished school in Swizterland. 
Here, however, a danger arose which threatened to blight 
the promise of his life. Determined efforts were put forth 
by the friars to allure him into a monastery. The Domini- 
can and Franciscan monks were in rivalry for' popular 
favor. This they endeavored to secure by the showy adorn- 
ments of their churches, the pomp of their ceremonials, 
and the attractions of famous relics and miracle-working 
images. The Dominicans of Bern saw that if they could win 
Tiis talented young scholar, they would secure both gain 
md honor. His extreme youth, his natural ablility as a 
peaker and a writer, and his genius for music and poetry, 
vould be more effective than all their pomp and display, in 
ittracting the people to their services and increasing the 
evenues of their order. By deceit and flattery they endeav- 
ored to induce Zwingle to enter their convent. Luther 
vhile a student at school had buried himself in a convent 
sell, and he would have been lost to the world had not 
3od’s providence released him. Zwingle was not permitted 
io encounter the same peril. Providentially his father re- 
reived information of the designs of the friars. He had no 
intention of allowing his son to follow the idle and worth- 
less life of the monks. He saw that his future usefulness 
was at stake, and directed him to return home without 
delay. 

The command was obeyed; but the youth could not be 
ong content in his native valley, and he soon resumed his 
studies, repairing, after a time, to Basel. It was here that 
Zwingle first heard the gospel of God’s free grace. Wittcm- 
bach, a teacher of the ancient languges, had, while studying 
areek and Hebrew, been led to the Holy Scriptures, and 
nus rays of divine light were shed into the minds of the 
.tudents under his instruction. He declared that there was a 
xuth more ancient, and of infinitely greater worth, than 
he theories taught by schoolmen and philosophers. This 
indent truth was that the death of Christ is the sinner's 
inly ransom. To Zwingle these words were as the first ray 
>f light that precedes the dawn. 

.Zwingle was soon called from Basel, to enter upon his 
if e-work. His first field of labor was in an Alpine parish, 



The Swiss Reformer * 151 


not far distant from Ms native valley. Having received 
ordination as a priest, “he devoted himself with Ms whole 
soul to the search after divine troth; for he was well 
aware,” says a fellow-reformer, “how much he must know 
to whom the flock of Christ is intrusted.” The more he 
searched the Scriptures, the clearer appeared the contrast 
between their truths and the heresies of Rome. He submit- 
ted hims elf to the Bible as the word of God, the only 
sufficient, infallible rule. He saw that it must be its own 
interpreter. He dared not attempt to explain Scripture to 
sustain a preconceived theory or doctrine, but held it his 
duty to learn what is its direct and obvious teaching. He 
sought to avail himself of ever} 7 help to obtain a full and 
correct understanding of its meaning, and he invoked the 
aid of the Holy Spirit, wMch would, he declared, reveal it 
to all who sought it in sincerity and with prayer. 

“The Scriptures,” said Zwingle, “come from God, not 
from man. Even that God who enlightens will give thee to 
understand that the speech comes from God. The Word of 
God . . . cannot faiL It is bright, it teaches itself, discloses 
itself, it illumines the soul with all salvation and grace, 
comforts it in God, humbles it, so that it loses and even 
forfeits itself, and embraces God.” The truth of these 
words Zwingle Mmself had proved. Speaking of Ms experi- 
ence at this time, he afterward wrote: “When I began to 
give myself wholly up to the Holy Scriptures, philosophy 
and theology (scholastic) would always keep suggesting 
quarrels to me. At last I came to tMs, that I thought, ‘Thou 
must let all that lie, and learn the meaning of God purely 
out of his own simple Word.’ Then I began to ask God for 
his light, and the Scriptures began to be much easier to 
me.” 

The doctrine preached by Zwingle was not received 
from Luther. It was the doctrine of Christ “If Luther 
preaches Christ," said the Swiss reformer, “he does what I 
do. He has led to Christ many more souls than I; — be it so. 
Yet will I bear no other name than that of Christ whose 
soldier I am, and who alone is my head. Never has a single 
me been addressed by me to Luther, or by Luther to me. 
And why? — That it might be manifest to all how uniform 
is me testimony of the Spirit of God, since we, who have 
nad no communication with each other, agree so closely in 
the doctrine of Jesus Christ.” 

In 1516 Zwingle was invited to become a preacher in the 
convent at Einsiedeln. Here he was to have a closer view of 
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the corruptions of Rome, and was to exert an influence as 
a reformer that would be felt far beyond his native Alps. 
Among the chief attractions of Einsicdcln was an image of 
the virgin which was said to have the power of working 
miracles. Above the gateway of the convent was the 
inscription. “Here may be obtained complete remission of 
sins.” Pilgrims at all seasons resorted to the shrine of the 
virgin, but at the great yearly festival of its consecration, 
multitudes came from all parts of Switzerland, and even 
from France and Germany. Zwinglc, greatly afflicted at 
the sight, seized the opportunity to proclaim liberty 
through the gospel to these bond-slaves of superstition. 

“Think not,” he said, “that God is in this temple more 
than in any other part of creation. Wherever he has fixed 
your dwelling he encompasses you, and hears you. . . . 
What power can there be in unprofitable works, weary 
pilgrimages, offerings, prayers to the virgin and the saints, 
to secure you the favor of God? What signify the multiply- 
ing of words in prayer? What efficacy in the cowl or 
shaven crown, or priestly garments falling, and adorned 
with gold? God looks upon the heart — and our heart is far 
iff from God.” “Christ,” he said, “who offered himself on 
he cross once for all. is the sacrifice and victim that 
attsfies for all eternity, for the sins of all believers.” 

To many listeners these teachings were unwelcome. It 
vas a bitter disappointment to them to be told that their 
oilsome journey had been made in vain. The pardon freely 
iffered to them through Christ they could not compre- 
iend. They were satisfied with the old way to Heaven 
vhich Rome had marked out for them. They shrank from 
he perplexity of searching for anything better. It was 
risier to trust their salvation to the priests and the pope 
han to seek for purity of heart. 


But another class received with gladness the tidings of 
edemption through Christ. The observances enjoined by 
fome had failed to bring peace of soul, and in faith they 
ccepted the Saviour’s blood as their propitiation. These 
eturned to their homes to reveal to others the precious 
ight which they had received. The truth was thus carried 
rom hamlet to hamlet, from town to town, and the 
.umber of pilgrims to the virgin’s shrine greatly lessened, 
here was a falling off in the offerings, and consequently 
a the salary of Zwrngle, which was drawn from them. But 
his caused him only joy as he saw that the power of 
anaticism and superstition was being broken. 
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At the time when God is preparing to break the shackle* 
of ignorance and superstition, then it is that Satan works 
with greatest power to enshroud men in darkness, . and to 
bind their fetters still more firmly. As men were rising up 
in different lands to present to the people forgiveness and 
justification through the blood of Christ, Rome proceeded 
with renewed energy to open her market throughout Chris- 


tendom, offering pardon for money. 

Every sin had its price, and men were granted free 
license for crime, if the treasury of the church was kept 
well filled. Thus the two movements advanced, — one offer- 
ing forgiveness of sin for money, the other forgiveness 
through Christ; Rome licensing sin, and making it her 
source of revenue; the reformers condemning sin, and 
pointing to Christ as the propitiation and deliverer. 

In Germany the sale of indulgences bad been committed 
to the Dominican friars, and was conducted by the infa- 
mous Tetzel. In Switzerland the traffic was put into the 
hands of the Franciscans, under the control of Sampson, 
an Italian monk. Sampson had already done good service 
to the church, having secured immense sums from Ger- 
many and Switzerland to fill the papal treasury. Now he 
traversed Switzerland, attracting great crowds, despoiling 
;ihe poor peasants of their scanty earnings, and exacting 
rich gifts from the wealthy classes. But the influence of the 
reform already made itself felt in curtailing, though it 
could not stop, the traffic. Zwingle was still at Einsiedeln 
when Sampson, soon after entering Switzerland, arrived 
with Ms wares at a neighboring town. Being apprised of 
his mission, the reformer immediately set out to oppose 
Mm. The two did not meet, but such was Zwingle’s suc- 
cess in exposing the friar’s pretensions that he was obliged 
to leave for other quarters. 


At Zurich, Zwingle preached zealously against the par- 
don-mongers, and when Samson approached the place he 
was met by a messenger from the council, with an intima- 
tion that he was expected to pass on. He finally secured an 
entrance by stratagem, but was sent away without tip sa> 
of a single pardon, and he soon after left Switzerland 
A strong impetus was given to the reform 
appearance of the plague, or the “great der'- " ----- 

swept over Switzerland in the year 1519 As — — - 

brought face to face with the destroyer’ mam’ll— 

feel how vain and worthless were th* nam— 

had so lately purchased; and th°v T H. 
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enough; the teacher of heresy must he silenced. Accord- 
ingly the Bishop of Constance dispatched three deputies to 
the Council of Zurich, accusing Zwingle of teaching the 
people to transgress the laws of the church, thus endanger- 
ing the peace and good order of society. If the authority of 
the church were to he set aside, he urged, universal 
anarchy would result. Zwingle replied that he had been for 
four years teaching the gospel in Zurich, “which was more 
quiet and peaceful than any other town in the confeder- 
acy.” “Is not then,” he said, “Christianity the best safe- 
guard of the general security?” 

The deputies had admonished the councillors to continue 
in the church, out of which, they declared, there was no 
salvation. Zwingle responded: “Let not this accusation 
move you. The foundation of the church is the same Rock, 
the same Christ, that gave Peter his name because he 
confessed him faithfully. In every nation whoever believes 
with all his heart in the Lord lesus is accepted of God. 
Here, truly, is the church, out of which no one can be 
saved.” As a result of the conference, one of the bishop’s 
deputies accepted the reformed faith. 

The council declined to take action against Zwingle, a 
Rome prepared for a fresh attack. The reformer, wl 
apprised of the plots of his enemies, exclaimed, “Let tbi 
come on; I fear them as the beetling cliff fears the wai 
that thunder at its feet.” The efforts of the ecclesiast 
only furthered the cause which they sought to overthrc 
The truth continued to spread. In Germany its adheren 
cast down by Luther’s disappearance, took heart again 
they saw the progress of the gospel in Switzerland. 

As the Reformation became' established in Zurich, 
fruits were more fully seen in the suppression of vice, a: 
the promotion of order and harmony. “Peace has I 
habitation in our town,” wrote Zwingle; “no quarrel, ) 
hypocrisy, no envy, no strife. Whence can such union cor 
but from the Lord, and our doctrine, which fills us wi 
the fruits of peace and piety?” 

The victories gained by the Reformation stirred tl 
Romanists to still more determined efforts for its ove 
throw. Seeing how little had been accomplished by perseci 
tion in suppressing Luther’s work in Germany, they d 
cided to meet the reform with its own weapons. The 
would hold a disputation with Zwingle, and having tl 
arrangement of matters, they would make sure^ of victor 
by choosing, themselves, not only the place of f ' ^ . 





Chapter 10 

PROGRESS OF REFORM IN GERMANY 

Luther's mysterious disappearance excited consterna- 
tion throughout all Germany. Inquiries concering him were 
heard everywhere. The wildest rumors were circulated, and 
many believed that he had been murdered. There was great 
lamentation, not only by his avowed friends, but by thou- 
sands who had not openly taken their stand with the 
Reformation. Many bound themselves by a solemn oath to 
. avenge his death. 

The Romish leaders saw with terror to what a pitch had 
risen the feeling against them. Though at first exultant at 
the supposed death of Luther, they soon desired to hide 
from the wrath of the people. His enemies had not been so 
troubled by his most daring acts while among them as they 
were at his removal. Those who in their rage had sought to 
destroy the bold reformer, were filled with fear now that 
he had become a helpless captive. “The only way of 
extricating ourselves,” said one, “is to light our torches, 
and go searching through the earth for Luther, till we can 
restore him to the nation that will have him.” The edict of 
the emperor seemed to fall powerless. The papal legates 
were filled with indignation as they saw that it commanded 
\ far less attention than did the fate of Luther. 

The tidings that he was safe, though a prisoner, calmed 
the fears of the people, while it still further aroused their' 
enthusiasm in his favor. His writings were read with 
greater eagerness than ever before. Increasing numbers 
joined the cause of the heroic man who had, at such 
fearful odds, defended the Word of God. The Reformation' 
was constantly gaining in strength. The seed which Luther 
had sown sprung up everywhere. His absence accomplished 
a work which his presence would have failed to do. Other 
laborers felt a new responsibility, now that their great 
leader was removed. With new faith and earnestness they 
. pressed forward to do all in their power, that the work so 
nobly begun might not be hindered. 

But Satan was not idle. He now attempted what he has 
attempted in every other reformatory movement, — to de- 
ceive and destroy the people by palming off upon them a 
counterfeit in place of the true work. As there were false 
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PROTEST OF THE PRINCES 

One of the noblest testimonies ever uttered for the 
Reformation, was the Protest offered by the Christian 
princes of Germany at the Diet of Spires in 1529. The 
courage, faith, and firmness of those men of God, gained 
for succeeding ages liberty of thought and of conscience. 
Their Protest gave to the reformed church the name of 
Protestant; its principles are the very essence of Protestant- 
ism. 

A dark and threatening day had come for the Reforma- 
tion. Notwithstanding the edict of Worms, declaring 
Luther to be an outlaw, and forbidding the teaching or 
belief of his doctrines, religious toleration had thus far 
prevailed in the empire. God’s providence had held in 
check the forces that opposed the truth. Charles V. was 
bent on crushing the Reformation, but often as he raised 
his hand to strike, he had been forced to tv '’e the 
blow. Again and again the immediate destn . ;r d» 

who dared to oppose themselves to Rome app. •.} H 
v ble; but at the critical moment the armies • 

- appeared on the eastern frontier, or the king of. ■ 
even the pope himself, jealous of the increasin 
of the emperor, made war upon him; and thus, ^ 
strife and tumult of nations, the Reformation ha 
to strengthen and extend. • 

At last, however, the papal sovereigns had S'/r-' 
feuds, that they might make common cause - , 
reformers. The Diet of Spires in 1526 had given. - 
full liberty in matters of religion until the me;.' ' • 
general council; but no sooner had the dange 
which secured this concession, than the empc • ; 
moned a second Diet to convene at Spires in 15. ^ 
purpose of crushing heresy. The princes were 
duced, by peaceable means if possible, to side r. , 
Reformation; but if these failed, Charles was f v 
resort to the sword. ■ 

The papists were exultant. They appeared : •■■■■: 
great numbers, and openly manifested their 
ward the reformers and all who favored tlv , 
lancthon, “We are the execration -and the sv, v 
earth; but Christ will look down on his pov- . 
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permitted to embrace Lutheranism. This measure passed 
the Diet, to the great satisfaction of the popish priests and 
prelates. 

If this edict were enforced, the Reformation could 
neither be extended where as yet it had not reached, nor be 
established on a firm foundation where it already existed. 
Liberty of speech would be prohibited. No conversions 
would be allowed. And to these restrictions and prohibi- 
tions the friends of the Reformation were required at once 
to submit. The hopes of ■ the world seemed about to be 
extinguished. The re-establishment of the papal worship 
would inevitably cause a revival of the ancient abuses; and 
an occasion would readily be found for completing the 
destruction of a work that had already been shaken by 
fanaticism and dissension. 

As the evangelical party met for consultation, one 
looked to another in blank dismay. From one to another 
passed the inquiry, “What is to be done?” Mighty issues for , 
the world were at stake. "Should the chiefs of the Refor- , 
mation submit, and accept the edict? How easily might the 
reformers at this crisis, which was truly a tremendous one, 
have argued themselves into a wrong course! How many 
plausible pretexts and fair reasons might they have found 
for submission! The Lutheran princes were guaranteed the 
free exercise of their religion. The same boon was extended 
to all those of their subjects who, prior to the passing of 
the measure, had embraced the reformed views. Ought not 
this to content them? How many perils would submission 
avoid! On what unknown hazards and conflicts would 
opposition launch them! Who knows what opportunities 
the future may bring? Let us embrace peace; let us seize 
the olive-branch Rome holds out, and close the wounds of 
Germany. With arguments like these might the reformers 
have justified their adoption of a course which would 
have assuredly issued in no long time in the overthrow of 
their cause. 

Happily they looked at the principle on which this 
arrangement was based, and they acted in faith. What was 
that principle? — It was the right of Rome to coerce con- 
science and forbid free inquiry. But were not themselves 
and their Protestant subjects to enjoy religious freedom? — 
Yes, as a favor, specially stipulated for in the arrangement, 
but not as a right. As to all outside that arrangement, the 
great principle of authority was to rule; conscience was out 
of court, Rome was infallible judge, and must be obeyed. 
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The acceptance of the proposed arrangement would have 
been a virtual admission that religious liberty ought to be 
confined to reformed Saxony; and as to all the rest of 
Christendom, free inquiry and the profession of the re- 
formed faith were crimes, and must be visited with the 
dungeon and the stake. Could they consent to localize 
religious liberty? to have it proclaimed that the Reforma- 
tion had made its last convert, had subjugated its last acre? 
and that wherever Rome bore sway at this hour, there her 
dominion was to be perpetuated? Could the reformers have 
pleaded that they were innocent of the blood of those 
hundreds and thousands who, in pursuance of this arrange- 
ment, would have to yield up their lives in popish lands? 
This would have been to betray at that supreme hour, the 
cause of the gospel, and the liberties of Christendom.” 
Rather would they sacrifice their dominions, their titles, 
and their own lives. 

“Let us reject this decree,” said the princes. “In matters 
of conscience the majority has no power.” The deputies 
declared that Germany was indebted to the decree of 
toleration for the peace which she enjoyed, and that its 
abolition would fill the empire with troubles and divisions. 
“The Diet is incompetent,” said they, “to do more than 
preserve religious liberty until a council meets.” To protect 
liberty of conscience is the duty of the State, and this is the 
limit of its authority in matters of religion. Every secular 
government that attempts to regulate or enforce religious 
observances by civil authority is sacrificing the very princi- 
ple for which the evangelical Christians so nobly struggled. 

The papists determined to put down what they termed 
daring obstinacy. They began by endeavoring to cause 
divisions among the supporters of the Reformation, and to 
intimidate all who had not openly declared in its favor. 
The representatives of the free cities were at last sum- 
moned .before the Diet, and required to declare whether 
they would accede to the terms of the proposition. They 
pleaded for delay, but in vain. When brought to the test, 
nearly one-half their number sided with the reformers. 
Those who thus refused to sacrifice liberty of conscience 
and the right of individual judgment well knew' that their 
position marked them for future criticism, condemnation, 
and persecution. Said one of the delegates, “We must either 
deny the Word of God or — be burned.” 

King Ferdinand, the emperor’s representative at the 
Diet, saw that the decree would cause serious divisions 
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Grynaeus had been on intimate terms with, a leading 
papist doctor; but, having been shocked at one of his 
sermons, he went to him, and entreated that he would no 
longer war against the truth. The papist concealed his 
anger, but immediately repaired to the king, and obtained 
from him authority to arrest the protester. When Me- 
lancthon returned to his house, he was informed that after 
.his departure officers in pursuit of Grynaeus had searched 
it from top to bottom. He ever believed that the Lord had 
saved his friend by sending a holy angel to give him 
warning. 

The Reformation was to be brought into greater promi- 
nence before the mighty ones of the earth. The evangelical 
princes had been denied a hearing by King Ferdinand; but 
they were to be granted an opportunity to present their 
cause in the presence of the emperor and the assembled 
dignitaries of Church and State. To quiet the dissensions 
which disturbed the empire, Charles V.", in the year follow- 
ing the Protest of Spires, convoked a Diet at Augsburg, 
over which he announced his intention to preside in per- 
son. Thither the Protestant leaders were summoned. 

Great dangers threatened the Reformation; but its advo- 
cates still trusted their cause with God, and pledged them- 
selves to be firm to the gospel. The Elector of Saxony was 
urged by his councillors not to appear at the Diet. The 
emperor, they said, required the attendance of the princes 
in order to draw them into a snare. “Was it not risking 
everything to shut oneself up within the walls of a city with 
. a powerful enemy?” But others nobly declared, “Let the 
princes only comport themselves with courage, and God’s 
cause is saved.” “Our God is faithful; he will not abandon 
us,” said Luther. The elector set out, with his retinue, for, 
Augsburg: All were acquainted with the dangers that 
menaced him, and many went forward with gloomy coun- 
tenance and troubled heart. But Luther — who accompanied 
them as far as Coburg — revived their sinking faith by 
singing the hymn, written on that journey, — “A streps 
tower is our God.” Many an anxious foreboding was Jx~- 
ished, many a heavy heart lightened- at the sound c: 
inspiring strains. 

> The reformed princes had deteri 
statement of their views in syster 
evidence from the Scriptures, to pr 
and the task of its preparation was 
Melancthon, and their associates. 
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accepted by the Protestants as an exposition of their faith, 
and they assembled to affix their names to the important 
document. It was a solemn and trying time. The reformers 
were solicitous that their cause should not be confounded 
with political questions; they felt that the Reformation 
should exercise no other influence than that which 
proceeds from the Word of God. As the Christian princes 
advanced to sign the Confession, Melancthon interposed, 
saying, “It is for the theologians and ministers to propose 
these things, while the authority of the mighty ones of 
earth is to be reserved for other matters.” “God forbid,” 
replied John of Saxony, “that you should exclude me. I am 
resolved to do my duty, without being troubled about my 
crown. I desire to confess the Lord. My electoral hat and 
robes are not so precious to me as the cross of Jesus 
Christ.” Having thus spoken he wrote down his name. Said 
another of the princes as he took the pen, “If the honor of 
my Lord Jesus Christ requires it, I am ready to leave my 
goods and life behind me.” “Rather would I renounce my 
subjects and my States, rather would I quit the country of 
my fathers, staff in hand,” be continued, “than to receive 
any other doctrine than is contained in this Confession.” 
Such was the faith and daring of those men of God. 

The appointed time came to appear before the emperor. 
Charles V., seated upon his throne, surrounded by the 
electors and the princes, gave, audience to the Protestant 
reformers. The confession of their faith was read. In that 
august assembly the truths of the gospel were clearly set 
forth, and the errors of the papal church were pointed out. 
Well has that day been pronounced “the greatest day of the 
Reformation, and one of the most glorious in the history of 
Christianity and of the world." " ' 

But a few years had passed since the monk of Witten- 
berg stood alone at Worms before the national council. 
Now in his stead were the noblest and most powerful 
princes of the empire. Luther had been forbidden to appear 
at Augsburg, but he had been present by his words and 
prayers.^ I thrill with joy,” he wrote, “that I have lived 
until this hour, in which Christ has been publicly exalted 
by such illustrious confessors, and in so glorious an assem- 
bly. Herein is fulfilled what the Scripture saith, “I will 
declare thy testimony 'in the presence of kings.’ ” 

In the days of Paul, the gospel for which he was 
imprisoned was thus brought before the princes and nobles 
of the imperial city. So on this occasion, “that which the 
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emperor had forbidden to be preached from the pulpit, was 
proclaimed in the palace; what many had regarded as unfit 
even for servants to listen to, was heard with wonder by 
the masters and lords of the empire. Kings and great men 
were the auditory, crowned princes were the preachers, and 
the sermon was the royal truth of God.” “Since the 
apostolic age,” says a writer, “there has never been a 
greater work, or a more magnificent confession of Jesus 
Christ.” 

“All that the Lutherans have said is true, and we cannot 
deny it,” declared a papist bishop. “Can you by sound 
reasons refute the Confession made by the elector and hfs 
allies?” asked another, of Doctor Eck. “Not with the 
writings of the apostles and prophets,” was the reply; “but 
with the Fathers and councils I can.” “I understand, then,” 
responded the questioner, “that the Lutherans are en- 
trenched in the Scriptures, and we are only outside.” Some 
of the princes of Germany were won to the reformed faith. 
The emperor himself declared that the Protestant articles 
were but the truth. The Confession was translated into 
many languages, and circulated through all Europe, and it 
has been accepted by millions in succeeding generations as 
the expression of their faith. 

■ God’s faithful servants were not toiling alone. While 
“principalities and powers and wicked spirits in high 
places” were leagued against them, the Lord did not 
forsake his people. Could their eyes have been opened, 
they would have seen as marked evidence of divine pres- 
ence and aid as was granted to a prophet of old. When 
Elisha’s servant pointed his master to the hostile army 
- surrounding them, and cutting off all opportunity fcr 
escape, the prophet prayed, “Lord, I pray thee, open bis 
eyes that he may see.” 1 And, lo, the mountain was filled ' 
with chariots and horses of fire, the army of Heaven 
stationed to prptect the man of God. Thus did aneels rear: 
the workers in the cause of the Reformation. 
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meddle in the work, the more striking would be God’s 
intervention in its behalf. All the political precautions 
suggested were, in his view, attributable to unworthy fear 
and sinful mistrust.” . 

When powerful foes were uniting to overthrow the 
reformed faith, and thousands of swords seemed about to 
be unsheathed against it, Luther wrote: “Satan is raging, 
ungodly priests take counsel together, and we are threat- 
ened with war. Exhort the people to contend earnestly 
before the throne of the Lord, by faith and prayer, that our 
adversaries, being overcome by the Spirit of God, may be 
constrained to peace. The most urgent of our wants — the 
very first thing we have to do, is to pray; let the people 
know that they are at this hour exposed to the edge of the 
sword and the rage of the devil; let them pray." 

Again, at a later date, referring to the league contem- 
plated by the reformed princes, he declared that the only 
weapon employed in this warfare should be “the sword of 
the Spirit.” He wrote to the Elector of Saxony: “We cannot 
in our conscience approve of the proposed alliance. Our 
Lord Christ is mighty enough and can well find ways and 
means to rescue us from danger, and bring the thoughts of 
the ungodly princes to nothing. . . . Christ is only trying us 
whether we are willing to obey his word or no, and 
whether we hold it for certain truth or not, Wc would 
rather die ten times over than that the gospel should be a 
cause of blood or hurt by any act of ours. Let us rather 
' Patiently suffer, and, as the psalmist says, be accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter; and instead of avenging or defend- 
ing ourselves, leave room for God’s wrath.” “The cross of 
Christ must be borne. Let your highness be without fear. 
We shall do more by our prayers than all our enemies by 
their boastings. Only let not your hands be stained with the 
blood of your brethren. If the emperor requires us to be 
given up to his tribunals, we are ready to appear. You 
cannot defend the faith; each one should believe at his own 
risk and peril.” 

From the secret place of prayer came the power that 
shook the world in the Great Reformation. There, with 
holy calmness, the servants of the Lord set their feet upon 
the rock of his promises. During the struggle at Augsburg, 
Luther did not fail to devote three hours each day to 
prayer; and these were taken from that portion of the day 
most favorable to study. In the privacy of his chamber he 
was heard to pour out his soul before God in words full of 
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The protest of spires and the Confession at Augsburg, 
which marked the triumph of the Reformation in Ger- 
many, were followed by years of conflict and darkness. 
Weakened by divisions among its supporters, and assailed 
by powerful foes, Protestantism seemed destined to be 
utterly destroyed. Thousands sealed their testimony with 
their blood. Civil war broke out; the Protestant cause was 
betrayed by one of its leading adherents; the noblest of the 
reformed princes fell into the hands of the emperor, and 
were dragged as captives from town to town. But in the 
moment of his apparent triumph, the emperor was smitten 
with defeat. He saw the prey wrested from his grasp, and 
he was forced at last to grant toleration to the doctrines 
which it had been the ambition of his life to destroy. He 
had staked his kingdom, his treasures, and life itself upon 
the crushing out of the heresy. Now he saw his armies 
wasted by battle, his treasuries drained, his many kingdoms 
threatened by revolt, while everywhere the faith which he 
had vainly endeavored to suppress, was extending. Charles 
V. had been battling against omnipotent power. God had 
said, “Let there be light,” but the emperor had sought to 
keep the darkness unbroken. His purposes had failed, and 
in premature old age, worn out with the long struggle, he 
\ abdicated the throne, and buried himself in a cloister. 

In Switzerland, as in Germany, there came dark days for 
the Reformation. While many cantons accepted the re- 
formed faith, others clung with blind persistence to the 
creed of Rome. Their persecution of those who desired to 
receive the truth, finally gave rise to civil war. Zwingle and 
many who had united with him in reform, fell on the 
bloody field of Cappel. Oecolampadius, overcome by these 
terrible disasters, soon after died, Rome was triumphant, 
and in many places seemed about to recover all that she 
had lost. But He whose counsels are from everlasting had 
not forsaken his cause or his people. His hand would bring 
deliverance for them. In other lands he had raised up 
laborers to carry forward the reform. 

In France, before the name of Luther had been heard as 
a reformer, the day had already begun to break. One of the 
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first to catch the light was the aged Lcfcvre, n mint of 
extensive learning, a professor in the University of Paris, 
and a sincere and zealous papist. In his researches into 
ancient literature his attention was directed to the iJiliie, 
and he introduced its study among his students. I jcfc.vro 
was an enthusiastic adorer of the saints, and he had 
undertaken to prepare a history of the saints and martyrs 
as given in the legends of the church. This v/as a v/otk 
which involved great labor, but he had already made 
considerable progress in it, when, thinking that he rnty},i 
obtain useful assistance from the Bible, he began its t.uufy 
with this object. Here indeed he found saints brought f/> 
view, but not such as figured in the Romish calendar, A 
flood of divine light broke in upon his mind. In amazement 
and disgust he turned away from his self-appointed task, 
and devoted himself to the V/ord of God. The precious 
truths which he there discovered, he soon began io tea/,/,. 
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religion I lived a Pharisee.” 1 A devoted Romanist, he 
burned with zeal to destroy all who should dare to oppose 
the church. “I would gnash my teeth like a furious wolf,” 
he afterward said, referring to this period of his life, “when 
I -heard any one speaking against the pope.” He had been 
untiring in his adoration of the saints, in company with 
Lefevre making the round of the churches of. Paris, wor- 
shiping at the altars, and adorning with gifts the holy 
shrines. But these observances could not bring peace of 
soul. Conviction of sin fastened upon him, which all the 
acts of penance that he practiced, failed to banish. As a 
voice from Heaven, he listened to the reformer’s words: 
“Salvation is of grace. The Innocent One is condemned, 
and the criminal is acquitted.” “It is the cross of Christ 
alone that openeth the gates of Heaven, and shutteth the 
gates of hell." 

Farel joyfully accepted the truth. By a conversion like 
that of Paul, he turned from the bondage of tradition to 
the liberty of the sons of God. “Instead of the murderous 
heart of a ravening wolf,” he came back, he says, “quietly, 
like a meek and harmless lamb, having his heart entirely 
withdrawn from the pope, and given to Jesus Christ.” 

While Lefevre continued to spread the light among his 
students, Farel, as zealous in the cause of Christ as he had 
been in that of the pope, went forth to declare the truth in 
^ public. A dignitary of the church, the Bishop of Meux, 
soon after united with them. Other teachers who ranked 
i y high for their ability and learning, joined in proclaiming 
r ' the gospel, and it won adherents among all classes, from 
the homes of artisans and peasants to the palace of the 
king. The sister of Francis I., then the reigning monarch, 
accepted the reformed faith. The king himself, and the 
queen mother, appeared for a time to regard it with favor, 
and with high hopes the reformers looked forward to the 
■ ' time when France should be won to the gospel. 

But their hopes were not to be realized. Trial and 
.persecution awaited the disciples of Christ. This, however, 
was mercifully veiled from their eyes. A time of peace 
intervened, that they might gain strength to meet the- 
tempest; and the Reformation made rapid progress. The 
bishop of Meux labored zealously in his own diocese to 
instruct both the clergy and the people. Ignorant and 
immoral priests were removed, and, so far as possible, 
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twelve propositions which he publicly declared to ^ 
trary to the Bible, and therefore heretical; and he appealed 
to the king to act as judge in the controversy. 

The monarch, not loth to bring in contrast the power 
nd acuteness of the opposing champions, and glad of an 
tpportunity of humbling the pride of these haughty monks 
,ade the Romanists defend their cause by the Bible. This 
veapon, they well knew, would avail them little; imprison- 
ment, torture, and the stake were arms which they better 
mderstood to wield. Now the tables were turned, and they 
;aw themselves about to fall into the pit into which they 
lad hoped to plunge Berquin. In amazement they looked 
ibout them for some way of escape. 

Just at this time an image of the virgin, standing at the 
;orner of one of the public streets, was found mutilated. 
Ihere was great excitement in the city. Crowds of people 
docked to the place, with expressions of mourning and 
indignation. The king also was deeply moved. Here was an 
advantage which the monks could turn to good account, 
and they were quick to improve it. “These are the fruits of 
the doctrines of Berquin,” they cried. “All is about to be 
overthrown, — religion, the laws, the throne itself, — by this 
Lutheran conspiracy.” 

Again Berquin was apprehended. The king withdrew 
from Paris, and the monks were thus left free to work their 
will. The reformer was tried, and condemned to die, and 
lest Francis should even yet interpose to save him, the 
sentence was executed on the very day it was pronounced. 
At noon Berquin was conducted to the place of death. An 
immense throng gathered to witness the event, and there 
were many who saw with astonishment and misgiving that 
the victim had been chosen from the best and bravest of 
t e noble families of France. Amazement, indignation, 
scorn, and bitter hatred darkened the faces of that surging 
crowd; but upon one face no shadow rested. The martyr’s 
thoughts were far from that scene of tumult; he was 
conscious only of the presence of bis Lord. 

fac^ofh-?^ tUmbril Up0n which he rode - the downing 
; a ? g oL Persecutors, the dreadful death to which he 

dead !nf r , he heeded not ’ «veth and was 

and of tell hOTT*’?* hath the keys of death 
Hell, was beside him. Berquin’s countenance was 
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radiant with the light and peace, of Heaven'. He had attired 
himself in goodly raiment, wearing “a cloak of velvet, a 
doublet of satin and damask, and golden hose.” He was 
about to testify to his faith in presence of the King of kings' 
and the witnessing universe, and no token of mourning 
should belie his joy. 

As the procession moved slowly through the crowded 
streets, the people marked with wonder the unclouded 
peace, the joyous triumph, of his look and bearing. “He 
is,” they said, “like one who sits in a temple, and meditates 
on holy things.” 

At the stake, Berquin endeavored to address a few words 
to the people, but the monks, fearing the result, began to 
shout, and the soldiers to clash their arms, and their clamor 
drowned the martyr’s voice. Thus in 1529, the highest 
literary and ecclesiastical authority of cultured Paris “set 
the populace of 1793 the base example of stifling on the 
scaffold the sacred words of the dying.” 

Berquin was strangled, and his body was consumed in 
the flames. The tidings of his death caused sorrow to the 
friends of the Reformation throughout France. But his 
example was not lost. “We too are ready,” said th 
nesses for the truth, “to meet death cheerfully, sett' 
eyes on the life that is to come.” 

■ During the persecution at Meux, the teachers 
eformed faith were deprived of their license to p 
nd they departed to other fields. Lefevre after r 
ade his way to Germany. Farel returned to his 
wn in Eastern France, to spread the light in the he 
childhood. Already tidings had been received g 
going on at Meux, and the truth which he taur 
rless zeal, found listeners. Soon the authoriti 
oused to silence him, and he was banished from t; 
Though he could no, longer labor publicly, he trave* ■ 
plains and villages, teaching in private dwellings'; 
secluded meadows, and finding shelter in the fore 
among the rocky caverns which had been his hi 
boyhood. God was preparing him for greatc 
“Crosses, persecution, and the lying-in-wait of f , 
which I had intimation, were not wanting,” he sr 
were even much more than I could have borne r .• 
strength; but God is my Father; he has ministerc 
forever minister, to me all needful strength.” 

As in apostolic days, persecution had “falles 
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unto the furtherance of the gospel.” 2 Driven from Paris 
and Meux, “they that were scattered abroad went every- 
where preaching the Word.” 2 And thus the light found its 
ly into many of the remote provinces of France. 

God was still preparing workers to extend his cause. In 
e of the schools of Paris was a thoughtful, quiet youth, 
ready giving evidence of a powerful and penetrating 
ind, and no less marked for the blamelessness of his life 
an for intellectual ardor and religious devotion. His 
nius-and application soon made him the pride of the 
liege, and it was confidently anticipated that John Calvin 
nuld become one of the ablest and most honored de- 
nders of the church. But a ray of divine light penetrated 
en within the walls of scholasticism and superstition by 
hich Calvin was inclosed. He heard of the new doctrines 
ith a shudder, nothing doubting that the heretics deserved 
e fire- to which they were given. Yet all unwittingly he 
as brought face to face with the heresy, and forced to test 
e power of Romish theology to combat the Protestant 
aching. 

A cousin of Calvin’s, who had joined the reformers, was 
Paris. The two kinsmen often met, and discussed to- 
ither the matters that were disturbing Christendom. 
There are but two religions in the world,” said Olivetan, 
e Protestant. “The one class of religions are those which 
en have invented, in all of which man saves himself by 
remonies and good works; the other is that one religion 
hich is revealed in the Bible, and which teaches men to 
ok for salvation solely to the free grace of God.” “I will 
ive none of your new doctrines,” exclaimed Calvin; 
hink you that I have lived in error all my days?” 

But thoughts had been awakened in his mind which he 
>uld not banish at will. Alone in his chamber he pondered 
ion his cousin’s words. Conviction of sin fastened upon 
m; he saw himself, without an intercessor, in the pres- 
ice of a holy and just Judge. The mediation of saints, 
>od works, the ceremonies of the church, all were power- 
ss to -atone for sin. He could see before him nothing but 
e blackness of eternal despair. In vain the doctors of the 
lurch endeavored to relieve his woe. Confession, penance, 
2 re resorted to in vain; they could not reconcile the soul 
ith God. 

While still engaged in these fruitless struggles, Calvin, 
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chancing one day to visit one of the public squares, wit- 
nessed there the burning of a heretic. He was filled with 
wonder at the expression of peace which rested upon tire 
martyr’s countenance. Amid the tortures of that dreadful 
death, and under the more terrible condemnation of the 
church, he manifested a faith and courage which the young 
student painfully contrasted with his own despair and 
darkness, while living in strictest obedience to the church. 
Upon the Bible, he knew, the heretics rested their faith. He 
determined to study it, and discover, if he could, the secret 
of their joy. - - 

In the Bible he found Christ. “O Father,” he cried, “his 
sacrifice has appeased thy 'wrath; his blood has washed 
away my impurities; his cross has borne my curse; his 
death has atoned for me. We had devised for ourselves 
many useless follies, but thou hast placed thy Word before 
me like a torch, and thou hast touched my heart, in order 
that I may hold in abomination all other merits save those 
' Jesus.” 

Calvin had been educated for the priesthood. When only 
elve years of age he had been appointed to the chap- 
ncy of a small church, and his head-had been shorn by 
e bishop in accordance with the canon of the church. He 
3 not receive consecration, nor did he fulfill the duties of 
priest, but he became a member of the clergy, holding 
3 title of his office, and receiving an allowance in 
nsideration thereof. 

Now, feeling that he could never become a priest, he 
rned for a time to the study of law, but finally aban- 
ned this purpose, and determined to devote his life to the 
spel. But he hesitated to become a public teacher. He 
is naturally timid, and was burdened with a sense of the 
lighty responsibility of the position, and he desired to still 
vote himself to study. The earnest entreaties of his 
ends, however, at last won his consent. “Wonderful it 
he said, “that one of so lowly an origin should be 
alted to so great dignity.” 

Quietly did Calvin enter upon his work, and his words 
re as the dew falling to refresh the earth. He had left 
ris, and was now in a provincial town under the prolec- 
n of the princess Margaret, who, loving . the gospel, 
ended her protection to its disciples. Calvin was still a 
Jth, of gentle, unpretentious bearing. His work began 
h the people - .at their homes. -Surrounded by the 
mbers of the household, he read the Bible, and opened 
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the truths of salvation. Those who heard the message, 
carried the good news to others, and soon the teacher 
passed beyond the city to the outlying towns and hamlets. 
To both the castle and the cabin he found entrance, and he 
went forward, laying the foundation of churches that were 
to yield fearless witnesses for the truth. 

A few months and he was again in Paris. There was 
unwonted agitation in the circle of learned men and 
scholars. The study of the ancient languages had led men 
to the Bible, and many whose hearts were untouched by its 
truths were eagerly discussing them, and even giving battle 
to the champions of Romanism. Calvin, though an able 
combatant in the fields of theological controversy, had a 
higher mission to accomplish than that of these noisy 
schoolmen. The minds of men were stirred, and now was 
the time to open to them the truth. While the halls of the 
universities were filled with the clamor of theological 
disputation, Calvin was making his way from house to 
house, opening the Bible to the people, and speaking to 
them of Christ and him crucified. 

In God’s providence, Paris was to receive another invita- 
tion to accept the gospel. The call of Lefevre and Farel had 
been rejected, hut again the message was to be heard by all 
classes in that great capital. The king, influenced by 
political considerations, had not yet fully sided with Rome 
against the Reformation. Margaret still clung to the hope 
that Protestantism was to triumph in France. She resolved 
that the reformed faith should be preached in Paris. 
During the absence of the king, she ordered a Protestant 
minister to preach in the churches of the city. This being 
forbidden by the papal dignitaries, the princess threw open 
the palace. An apartment was fitted up as a chapel, and it 
was announced that every day, at a specified hour, a 
sermon would.be preached, and the people of ever}' rank 
and station were invited to attend. Crowds flocked to the 
service. Not only the chapel, but the ante-chambers and 
halls i were thronged. Thousands every day assembled, — 
nobles, statesmen, lawyers, merchants, and artisans. The 
king, instead of forbidding the assemblies, ordered that two 
of the churches of Paris should be opened. Never before 
had the city been so moved by the Word of God. The spirit 
of life from Heaven seemed to be breathed upon the people. 
Temperance, purity, order, and industry were takingjthe 
place of drunkenness, licentiousness, strife, and -idj 

But the hierarchy were not idle. The king still te 
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interfere to stop the preaching, and they turned to the 
populace. No means were spared to excite the fears; the 
prejudices, and the fanaticism of the ignorant and supersti- 
tous multitudes. Yielding blindly to her false teachers,' 
Paris, like Jerusalem of old, knew not the time of her 
visitation, nor the things which belonged unto her peace. 
For two years the Word of God was preached in the capital; 
but while there were many who accepted the gospel, the 
majority of the people rejected it. Francis had made a show 
of toleration, merely to serve his own purposes, and the 
papists succeeded in regaining the ascendency. Again the 
churches were closed, and the stake was set up. 

Calvin was still in Paris, preparing himself by study, 
meditation, and prayer, for 'his future labors, and continu- 
ing to spread the light. At last, however, suspicion fastened 
upon him. The authorities determined to bring him to the 
flames. Regarding himself as secure in his seclusion, he had 
no thought of danger, when friends came hurrying to his 
room with the news that officers were on their way to 
arrest-Liim. At the instant a loud knocking was heard at the 
outer entrance. There was not a moment to be lost. Some 
of his friends detained the officers at the door, while others 
assisted the reformer to let himself down from a window, 
and he rapidly made. his way to the outskirts of the city. 
Finding shelter in the cottage of a laborer who was a friend 
to the reform, he disguised himself in the garments of his 
host, and, shouldering a hoe, started v on his journey. 
Traveling southward he again found refuge in the domin- 
ions of Margaret. - 

Here for a few months he remained, safe under the 
protection of powerful friends, and engaged, as before, in 
study. But his heart was set upon the evangelization of 
France, and he could not long remain inactive. As soon as 
the storm had somewhat abated, he sought a new field of 
labor in Poitiers, where was a university, and where al- 
ready the new opinions had found favor. Persons of all 
classes gladly listened to the gospel. There was no public 
preaching, but in the home of the chief magistrate, in his 
own lodgings, and sometimes in a public garden, Calvin 
opened the words of eternal life to those who desired to ; 
listen. After a time, as the number of hearers increased, it 
was thought safer to assemble outside the city. A cave in 
the side of a deep and narrow gorge, where trees and 
overhanging rocks made the seclusion still more complete, 
was chosen ■ as the place of meeting. Little companies. 
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'leaving the city by different routes, found their way hither. 
In this retired spot the Bible was read and explained. Here 
the Lord’s Supper was celebrated for the first time by the 
Protestants of France. From this little church several 
faithful evangelists were sent out. 

Once more Calvin returned to Paris. He could not even 
yet relinquish the hope that France as a nation would 
accept the Reformation. But he found almost every door of 
labor closed. To teach the gospel was to take the direct 
road to the stake, and he at last determined to depart to 
Germany. Scarcely had he left France when a storm burst 
over. the Protestants, that, had he remained, must surely 
have involved him in the general ruin. 

The French reformers, eager to see their country keep- 
ing pace with Germany and Switzerland, determined to 
strike a bold blow against the superstitions of Rome, that 
should arouse the whole nation. Accordingly placards at- 
tacking the mass were in one night posted all over France. 
Instead of advancing the reform, this zealous but ill-judged 
movement brought ruin, not only upon its propagators, but 
upon the friends of the reformed faith throughout France. 
It gave the Romanists what they had long desired, — a 
pretext for demanding the utter destruction of the heretics 
as agitators dangerous to the stsbihry of the throne and the 
peace of the nation. 
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they had predicted to be impending, upon the king, his 
government, and subjects; but it was brought about by 
infidels, and by the papists themselves. It was not the 
establishment, but the suppression of Protestantism, that, 
three hundred years later, was to bring upon France these 
due calamities. 

Suspicion, distrust, and terror now pervaded all classes 
of society. Amid the general alarm it was seen how deep a 
hold the Lutheran teaching had gained upon the minds of 
men who stood highest for education, influence, and excel- 
lence of character. Positions of trust and honor were 
suddenly found vacant. Artisans, printers, scholars, profes- 
sors in the universities, authors, and even courtiers, disap- 
peared., Hundreds fled from Paris, self-constituted exiles 
from their native land, in many cases thus giving the first 
intimation that they favored the reformed faith. The pa- 
pists looked about them in amazement at thought of the 
unsuspected heretics that had been tolerated among them. 
Their rage spent itself upon the multitudes of humbler 
Victims who were within their power. The prisons were 
crowded, and the very air seemed darkened with the smoke 
of burning piles, kindled for the confessors of the gospel. 

Francis I. had gloried in being a leader in the great 
movement for the revival of learning which marked the 
opening of the sixteenth century. He had delighted to 
gather at his court men of letters from every country. To 
his love of learning and his contempt for the ignorance and 
superstition of the monks was due, in part, at least, the 
degree of toleration that had been granted to the reform. 
But, inspired with zeal to stamp out heresy, this patron of 
learning issued an edict declaring printing abolished all 
over France! Francis I. presents one among the many 
examples on record showing that intellectual culture is not 
a safeguard against religious intolerance and persecution. 

, France by a solemn and public ceremony was to commit 
herself fully to the destruction of Protestantism. The priests 
demanded that the affront offered to high Heaven in the 
condemnation of the mass, be expiated in blood, and that 
the king, in behalf of his people, publicly give his sanction 
to the dreadful work. 

The 21st of January, 1535, was fixed upon for the awful 

ceremonial. The superstitious fears and bigoted hatred o 
♦u .i i ^ i i i t>„r4c wQc.tfironaed with 
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and imposing procession. Along the line of march the 
houses were draped in mourning. At intervals altars were 
erected, and before every door was a lighted torch in honor 
of the “holy sacrament.” Before daybreak the procession 
formed, at the palace of the king. After the crosses and 
banners of the parishes, came citizens, walking two and 
two, and bearing lighted torches. The four orders of friars 
followed, each in its own peculiar, dress.' Then came a vast 
collection of famous relics. Following these rode, lordly 
ecclesiastics in their purple and scarlet robes and jeweled 
adomings, a gorgeous and glittering array. 

The host was born under a splendid canopy, supported 
by four princes of highest rank. After them walked the 
monarch, divested of his crown and royal robe, with 
uncovered head and downcast eyes, and bearing in his 
hand a lighted taper. Thus the king of France appeared 
publicly as a penitent. At every altar he bowed down in 
humiliation, not for the vices that defiled his soul, nor the 
innocent blood that stained his hands, but for the deadly 
sin of his subjects who had dared to condemn the mass. 
Following him came the queen and the dignitaries of State, 
»lso walking two and two, each with a lighted torch. 

As a part of the services of the day, the monarch himself 
ddressed the high officials of the kingdom in the great 
lall of the bishop’s palace. With a sorrowful countenance 
le appeared before them, and in words of moving elo- 
[uence bewailed the "crime, the blasphemy, ,the day of 
orrow and disgrace,” that had come upon the nation. And 
le called upon every loyal subject to aid in the extirpa- 
ion of the pestilent heresy that threatened France with 
uin. “As true, Messieurs, as I am your king,” he said, 
‘if I knew one of my own limbs spotted or infected with 
his detestable rottenness, I would give it to you to cut 
>ff. . . . And, further, if I saw one of my children defiled 
>y it, I would not spare him. ... I would deliver him up 
nyself, and would sacrifice him to God.” Tears choked 
us utterance, and the whole assembly wept, with one ac- 
ord exclaiming, “We will live and die in the Catholic 
eligion.” 

Terrible had become the darkness of the nation that had 
ejected the light of truth. “The grace that bringeth salva- 
ion” had appeared; but France, after beholding its power 
nd holiness, after thousands had been drawn by its divine 
eauty, after cities and hamlets had been illuminated by 
s radiance, had turned away, choosing darkness rather 
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than light. They had put from them the heavenly gift, when 
it was offered them. They had called evil good, and good 
evil, till they had fallen victims to their willful self-decep- 
tion. Now, though they might actually believe that they 
were doing God service in persecuting his people, yet their 
sincerity did not render them guiltless. The light that would 
have saved them from deception, from staining their souls 
with blood-guiltiness, they had willfully rejected. 

A solemn oath to extirpate heresy was taken, in the great 
cathedral where, nearly three centuries later, the “Goddess 
of Reason” was to be enthroned by a nation that had 
forgotten the living God. Again the procession formed, and 
the representatives of France set out to begin the work 
which they had sworn to do. At 'intervals along the home- 
ward route, scaffolds had been erected for the execution of 
heretics, and it was arranged that at the approach of the 
king the pile should be lighted, that he might thus be 
witness to the whole terrible spectacle. The details of the 
tortures endured by these witnesses for Christ are too 
harrowing for recital; but there was no wavering on the 
part of the victims. On being urged to recant, one an- 
swered, “I only believe in what the prophets and apostles 
formerly preached, and what all the company of the saints 
believed. My faith has a confidence in God which will 
resist all the power of hell.” 

Again and again the procession halted at the places of 
torture. Upon reaching their starting-point at the royal 
palace, the crowd dispersed, and the king and the prelates 
withdrew, well satisfied with the day’s proceedings, and 
congratulating themselves that the work now begun would 
be continued to the complete destruction of heresy. 

The gospel of peace which France had rejected was to 
be only too surely rooted out, and terrible would be the 
results. On the 21st of January, 1793, two hundred and 
fifty-eight years from the very day that fully committed 
France to the. persecution of the reformers, another proces- 
sion, with a far different purpose, passed through the 
streets of Paris. “Again the king was the chief figure; again 
there were tumult and shouting; again there was heard the 
cry for more victims; again there were black scaffolds; and 
again the scenes of the day were closed by horrid execu- 
tions; Louis XVI., struggling hand to hand with his jailers 
and executioners, was dragged forward to the block, and 
there held down by main force till the ax had fallen— and 
his dissevered head fell on the scaffold.” Nor was f' ' 7 
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the only victim; near the same spot two thousand and eight 
hundred human beings perished by the guillotine during 
the bloody days of the reign of terror. 

The Reformation had presented to the world an open 
Bible, unsealing the precepts of the law of God, and urging 
its claims upon the consciences of the people. Infinite love 
had unfolded to men the statutes and principles of Heaven. 
God had said, “Keep therefore and do them; for this is 
your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the 
nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely 
this great nation is a wise and understanding people .” 4 
When France rejected the gift of Heaven, she sowed the 
seeds of anarchy and ruin; and the inevitable outworking 
of cause and effect resulted in the Revolution and the Teign 
of terror. 

Long before the persecution excited by the placards, the 
bold and ardent Farel had been forced to flee from the 
land of his birth. He repaired to Switzerland, and by his 
labors, seconding the work of Zwingle, he helped to turn 
the scale in favor of the Reformation. His later years were 
to be spent here, yet he continued to exert a decided in- 
fluence upon the reform in France. During the first years 
of his exile, his efforts were especially directed to spread- 
ing the gospel in his native country. He spent considerable 
time in preaching among his countrymen near the frontier, 
where with tireless vigilance he watched the conflict, and 
aided by his words of encouragement and counsel. With 
the assistance of other exiles, the writings of the German 
reformers were translated into the French language, and, 
together with the French Bible, were printed in large 
quantities. By colporters, these works were sold extensively 
in France. They were furnished to the colporters at a low 
price, and thus the profits of the work enabled them to 
continue it. 

Farel entered upon his work in Switzerland in the 
humble guise of a school-master. Repairing to a secluded 
parish, he devoted himself to the instruction of children. 
Besides the usual branches of learning, he cautiously intro-, 
duced the truths of the Bible, hoping through the children 

reach their parents. There were some who believed, but 
he priests came forward to stop the work, and the super- 
stitious country people were roused to oppose it. “That 
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Spirit, saith the Lord,” 5 “God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which are mighty.” 
“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men.”' 1 

Froment began his work as a school-master. The truths 
which he taught the children at school, they repeated at 
their homes. Soon the parents came to hear the Bible 
explained, until the school-room was filled with attentive 
listeners. New Testaments and tracts were freely distrib- 
uted, and they reached many who dared hot come openly 
to listen to the new doctrines. After a time this laborer also 
was forced to flee; but the truths he taught had taken hold 
upon the minds of the people. The Reformation had been 
planted, and it continued to strengthen and extend. The 
preachers returned, and through their labors the Protestant 
worship was finally established in Geneva. 

The city had already declared for the Reformation, 
when Calvin, after various wanderings and vicissitudes, 
entered its gates. Returning from a last visit to his birth- 
place, he was on his way to Basel, when, finding the direct 
road occupied by the armies of Charles V., he was forced 
to take the circuitous route by Geneva. 



C^liapter 13 

IN THE NETHERLANDS AND SCANDINAVIA 

In the Netherlands the papal tyranny very 'early 
called forth resolute protest. Seven hundred years before 
Luther’s time, the Roman pontiff was thus fearlessly im- 
peached by two bishops, who, having been sent on an 
, embassy to Rome, had learned the true character of the 
“holy see:” “God has made his queen and spouse, the 
' church, a noble and everlasting provision for her family, 
with -a dowry that is neither fading nor corruptible, and 
given her an eternal crown and scepter; all which benefits, 
you, like a thief, intercept. You set up yourself in the 
temple as God; instead of a shepherd, you have become as 
a wolf to the sheep. You would have us believe .you su- 
preme bishop; you are rather a tyrant . . . Whereas you 
ought to be a servant of servants, as you call yourself, 
you intrigue to become lord of lords. . . . You bring the 
commands of God into contempt. . . . The Holy Ghost is 
the builder of all churches as far as the earth extends. The 
city of our God, of which we are citizens, reaches to all 
parts of the heavens; and it is greater than the city, by the 
holy prophets named Babylon, which pretends to be divine, 
equals herself to Heaven, and boasts that her wisdom is 
immortal; and finally, though without reason, that she 
never did err, nor ever can.” 

Others arose from century to century to echo this pro- 
test. And those early teachers, who, traversing different 
lands, and known by various names, bore the character of 
the Vaudois missionaries, and spread everywhere the 
knowledge of the gospel, penetrated to the Netherlands. 
Their doctrines spread rapidly. The Waldensian Bible they 
translated in verse into the Dutch language. “There is,” 
they said, “great advantage in it; no jests, no fables, no 
trifles, no deceits, naught by words of truth. There is, in- 
deed, here and there a hard crust, but even in the marrow 
and sweetness of what is good and holy may easily be 
discovered.” Thus wrote the friends of the ancient faith, in 
the twelfth century. 

Now began the Romish persecutions, but in the midst o- 
fagots and torture the believers continued to muldpbj 
steadfastly declaring that the Bible is the only infa u.. -- 
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authority in religion, and that “no man should be coerced 
to believe, but should be won by preaching. . 

The teachings of Luther found a congenial soil m the 
Netotadl ” a fd earnest and faithftl me ar«to 
the cosnel. From one of the provinces of Holland came 

Menno Simons. Educated a Roman Cath t ol ^’ t ff B °b le ai and 
to the priesthood, he was wholly ignorant of the and 

be would not read it, for fear of being beguiled into heresy. 
Whra a doubt concerning the doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion forced itself upon him, he regarded it as a temptatio^ 
from Satan, and by prayer and confession f £ 
himself from it; but in vain. By mingling in scenes or 
dissipation he endeavored to silence the accus.ng voice of 
conscience; but without avail. After a tone he . was ted to 
the study of the New Testament, mid thtt with Luther 
writings caused him to accept the reformed faith. ] He sot in 
after witnessed in a neighboring village the beheading of a 
man who was put to death for having been rebaptized. This 
led him to study the Bible in regard to infant baptism, in 
could find no evidence for it in the Scriptures, but saw that 
repentance and faith are everywhere required as the condi- 
tion of receiving baptism. 

Menno withdrew from the Roman Church, and aevote 
bis life to teaching the truths which he had received. In 
both Germany and the Netherlands a class of fanatics ha 
risen, advocating absurd and seditious doctrines, outraging 
order and decency, and proceeding to. violence and insur- 
rection. Menno saw the horrible results to which these 
movements would inevitably lead, and he strenuously op- 
posed the erroneous teachings and wild schemes of. the 
fanatics. There were many, however, who had been misled 
by these fanatics but who had renounced their pernicious 
doctrines; and there were still remaining many descendants 
of the ancient Christians, the fruits of the Waldensian 
teaching. Among these classes Menno labored with great 
zeal and success. 


For twenty-five years he traveled, with his wife and 
children, enduring great hardships and privations, and 
frequently in peril of his life. He traversed the Netherlands 
and Northern Germany, laboring chiefly among the hum- 
bler classes, but exerting a widespread influence. Naturally 
eloquent, though' possessing a limited education, he was a 
man of unwavering integrity, of humble spirit and gentle 
manners, and of sincere and earnest piety, exemplifying in 
his own life the precepts' which he taught, and be com- 
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manded the confidence of the people. His followers were 
scattered and oppressed. They suffered greatly from being 
confounded with the fanatical Munsterites. Yet great 
numbers were converted under his labors. 

Nowhere were the reformed doctrines more generally 
received than in the Netherlands. In few countries did their 
adherents endure more terrible persecution. In Germany 
Charles V. had banned the Reformation, and he would 
gladly have brought all itd adherents to the stake; but the 
princes stood up as a barrier against his tyranny. In the 
Netherlands his power was greater, and persecuting edicts, 
followed each other in quick succession. To read the Bible, 
to hear or preach it or even to speak concerning it, was to 
incur the penalty of death by the stake. To pray to God in 
secret, to refrain from bowing to an image, or to sing a 
psalm, was also punishable with death. Even those who 
should abjure their errors, were condemned, if men, to die 
by the sword; if women, to be buried alive. Those who 
remained steadfast, sometimes suffered the same punish- 
ment. Thousands perished under the reign of Charles and 
of Philip II. 

At one time a whole family was brought before the 
inquisitors, charged with remaining away from mass, and 
worshiping at home. On his examination as to their prac- 
tices in secret, the youngest son answered, “We fall on our 
knees, and pray that God will enlighten our minds and 
pardon our sins. We pray for our sovereign, that his reign 
may be prosperous and his life happy. We pray for our 
magistrates, that God may preserve them.” Some of the 
judges were deeply moved, yet the father and one of his 
sons were condemned to the stake. 

The rage of the persecutors was equaled by the faith of 
the^ martyrs. Not only men but delicate women and young 
maidens displayed unflinching courage. “Wives would take 
their stand by, their husband’s stake, and while he was 
enduring the fire they would whisper words of solace, or 
sing psalms to cheer him.“ “Young maidens would lie 
down in their living grave as if they were entering into 
their chamber of nightly sleep; or go forth to the scaffold 
and the fire dressed in their best apparel, as if they were 
going to their marriage.” 

As in the days when paganism sought to destroy the 
gospel, “the blood of the Christians was seed.” Persecution 
served to increase the number of witnesses for the truth. 
iear after year the monarch, stung to madness by the 
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in their native tongue. It was ordered by the Diet that 
throughout the kingdom ministers should explain the Scrip- 
tures," and that the children in the schools should be 
taught to read the Bible. 

Steadily and surely the darkness of ignorance and super- 
stition was dispelled by the blessed light of the gospel. 
Freed from Romish oppression, the nation attained to 
strength and greatness it had never reached before. Sweden 
became one of the bulwarks of Protestantism. A century 
later, at a time of sorest peril, this small and hitherto feeble 
nation— the only one in Europe that daretl lend a helping 
hand — came to the deliverance of Germany in the terrible 
struggles of the thirty years’ war. All Northern Europe 
seemed about to be brought again under the tyranny of 
Rome. It was the armies of Sweden that enabled Germany 
to turn the tide of popish success, to win toleration for the 
Protestants — Calvinists as well as Lutherans — and to re- 
store liberty of conscience to those countries that had 
accepted the Reformation. 



Chapter 14 

LATER ENGLISH REFORMERS 

While Luther was opening a closed Bible to the people 
of Germany, Tyndale was impelled by the Spirit of God to 
do the same for England, Wycliffe’s Bible bad been trans- 
lated from the Latin text, which contained many errors. It 
had never been printed, and the cost of manuscript copies 
was so great that few but wealthy men or nobles could 
procure it, and, furthermore, being strictly proscribed by 
the church, it had had a comparatively narrow circulation. 
In 1516, a year before the appearance of Luther’s theses, 
Erasmus had published his Greek and Latin version of the 
New Testament. Now for the first time the Word of God 
was printed in the original tongue. In this work many 
errors of former versions were corrected, and the sense was 
more clearly rendered. It led many among the educated 
classes to a better knowledge of the truth, and gave a new 
impetus to the work of reform. But the common people 
were still, to a great extent, debarred from God’s Word. 
Tyndale was to complete the work of Wycliffe in giving 
the Bible to his countrymen. 

A diligent student and an earnest seeker for truth, he 
had received the gospel from the Greek Testament of 
Erasmus. He fearlessly preached his convictions, urging 
that all doctrines be tested by the Scriptures. To the papist 
claim that the church had given the Bible, and the church 
alone could explain it, Tyndale responded, “Do you know 
who taught the eagles to find their prey? That same God 
teaches his hungry children to find their Father in his 
Word. Far from having given us the Scriptures, it is you 
who have hidden them from us; it is you who burn those 
who teach them; and if you could, you would burn the 
Scriptures themselves.” 

Tyndale’s preaching excited great interest; many ac- 
cepted the truth. But the priests were on the alert, and no 
sooner had he left the field than they by their threats and 
misrepresentations endeavored to destroy his work. Too 
often they succeeded. “Alas!” he exclaimed, “what is to be 
done? While I am sowing in one place, the enemy ravages 
the field I have just left. I cannot be everywhere. Ob! if 
Christians possessed the Holy Scriptures in their own 
tongue, they could of themselves withstand these sophists. 
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Without the Bible it is impossible to establish the laity in 
the truth.” 

A new purpose now took possession of his mind. “It was 
in the language of Israel,” said he, “that the psalms were 
sung in the temple of Jehovah; and shall not the gospel 
speak the language of England among us? . . . Ought the 
church to have less light at noonday than at the dawn? . . . 
Christians must read the New Testament in their mother- 
tongue.” The doctors and teachers of the church disagreed 
among themselves. Only by the Bible could men arrive at 
the truth. “One holdeth this doctrine, another that. . . . 
Now each of these authors contradicts the other. How then 
can we distinguish him who says right from him who says 
wrong? . . . How? . . . Verily, by God’s Word.” 

It was not long after that a learned Catholic doctor, 
engaging in controversy with him, exclaimed, “It were 
better for us to be without God’s law than without the 
pope’s.” Tyndale replied, “I defy the pope and all his laws; 
and if God spare my life, ere many years I will cause a boy 
who driveth the plow to know more of the Scriptures than 


you do.” 

The purpose which he had begun to cherish, of giving to 
the people the New-Testament Scriptures in their own 
language, was now confirmed, and he immediately applied 
himself to the work. Driven from his home by persecution, 
he went to London, and there for a time pursued his labors 
undisturbed. But again the violence of the papists forced 
him to flee. All England seemed closed against him, and he 
resolved to seek shelter in Germany. Here he began the 
printing of the English New Testament. Twice the work 
was stopped; but when forbidden to print in one city, he 


went to another. At last he made his way to Worms, where, 
a few years before, Luther had defended the gospel before 
the Diet. In that ancient city were many friends of the 
Reformation, and Tyndale there prosecucted his work with- 
out further hindrance. Three thousand copies of the New 
Testament were soon finished, and another edition followed 
in the same year. 

With great earnestness and perseverance he continued 
his labors. Notwithstanding the English authorities had 
guarded their ports with the strictest vigilance, the Word of 
God was in various ways secretly conveyed to London, and 
ence circulated throughout the country. The papists at- 
ernpted to suppress the truth, but in vain. The bishop of 
urham at one time bought of a bookseller who was a 
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friend of Tyndale, his whole stock of Bibles, for the 
purpose of destroying them, supposing that this would 
greatly hinder the work. But, on. the contrary, the money 
thus furnished, purchased material for a new and better 
edition, which, but for this, could not have been published. 
When Tyndale was afterward made a prisoner, his liberty 
was offered him on condition that he would reveal the 
names of those who had helped him meet the expense of 
printing his Bibles. He replied that the bishop of 'Durham 
had done more than any other person; for by paying a 
large price for the books left on hand, he had enabled him 
to go on with good courage. 

Tyndale was betrayed into the hands of his enemies, and 
at one time suffered imprisonment for many months. He 
finally witnessed for his faith by a martyr’s death; but the 
weapons which he prepared have enabled other soldiers to 
do battle through all the centuries even to our time. 

Latimer maintained from the pulpit that the Bible' ought 
to be read in the language of the people. “The Author of 
Holy Scripture,” said he, “is God himself, and this Scrip- 
ture partakes of the might and eternity of its Author. There 
is neither king nor emperor that is not bound to obey it. 
Let us beware of those by-paths of human tradition, full of 
stones, brambles and uprooted trees. Let us follow the 
straight road of the Word. It does not concern us what the 
Fathers have done, but rather what they ought to have 
done.” 

Barnes and Frith, the faithful friends of Tyndale, arose 
to defend the truth. The Ridleys and Cranmer followed. 
These leaders in the English Reformation were men of 
learning, and most of them had been highly esteemed for 
zeal or piety in the Romish communion. Their opposition 
to the papacy was the result of their knowledge of the 
errors of the “holy see.” Their acquaintance with the 
mysteries of Babylon, gave greater power to their testi- 
monies against her. 

, . -P° know,” said Latimer, “who is the most diligent 
bishop m England? I see you listening and hearkening that 
1 should name hun. I will tell you. It is the devil. He is 
never out of his diocese; you shall never find him idle. Call 
or him when you will, he is ever at home, he is ever at the 
P . c ’ w ' , ou never find him remiss, I warrant you. 
Where the devil is resident, there away with books, and up 
with candles; away with Bibles, and up with beads; away 
with the light of the gospel, and up with the light of wax 
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tapers, yea, at noonday; down with Christ’s cross, up with 
the purgatory pick-purse; away with clothing the naked, 
the poor, the impotent; UP with the decking of images and 
the gay garnishing of stones and stocks; down with God 
and his most holy Word: up with traditions, human coun- 
cils and a blinded pope. Oh that our prelates would he as 
diligent to sow the corn of good doctrine as Satan is to sow 

cockle and darnel!” . . . , . , 

The grand principle maintained by these reformers— -the 
same that had been held by the Waldenses, by Wycliffe, by 
John Huss by Luther, Zwingle, and those who united with 
them— was the infallible authority of the Holy Scriptures 
as a rule of faith and practice. They denied the right of 
popes, councils, Fathers, and kings, to control the con- 
science in matters of Teligion. The Bible was their authority, 
and by its teaching they tested all doctrines and all claims. 

Faith in God and his Word sustained these holy men as 
they yielded up their lives at the stake. “Be’ of good 
comfort,” exclaimed Latimer to his fellow-martyr as the 
flames were about to silence their voices, “we shall this day 
light such a candle in England as, I trust, by God’s grace 
shall never be put out.” 

In Scotland the seeds of truth scattered by Columba and 
his co-laborers had never been wholly destroyed. For 
hundreds of years after the churches of England submitted 
to Rome, those of Scotland maintained their freedom. In 


the twelfth century, however, popery became established 
here, and in no country did it exercise a more absolute 
sway. Nowhere was the darkness deeper. Still there came 


rays of light to pierce the gloom, and give promise of the 
coining day. The Lollards, coming from England with the 
Bible and the teachings of Wycliffe, did much to preserve 
the knowledge of the gospel, and every century had its 
witnesses and martyrs. 

With the opening of the Great Reformation came the 
writings of Luther, and then Tyndale’s English New Testa- 
ment. Unnoticed by the hierarchy, these messengers siJent- 
y traversed the mountains and valleys, kindling into new 
torch of truth so nearly extinguished in Scotland. 
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Roman emperors, I pray you, madam, what religion would 
there have been now upon the earth? . , . And so, madam, 
you may perceive that subjects are not bound to the 
religion of their princes, although they are commanded to 
give them reverence.” - 

Said Mary, “You interpret the Scripture in one way, and 
they (the Romish teachers) interpret it in another ; whom 
shall I believe, and who shall be judge?” 

‘‘You shall believe God, who plainly speaketh in his 
Word,” answered the reformer; “and farther than the 
Word teaches you, ye shall believe neither the one nor the 
other. The Word of God is plain in itself, and if in any one 
place there be obscurity, the Holy Ghost, who never is 
contrary to himself, explains the same more clearly in 
other places, so that there can remain no doubt but unto 
such as are obstinately ignorant.” Such were the truths that 
the fearless reformer, at the peril of his life, spoke in the 
ear of royalty. With the same undaunted courage he kept 
to his purpose, praying and fighting the battles of the Lord, 
until Scotland was free from popery. 

In England the establishment of Protestantism as the 
national religion diminished, but did not wholly stop perse- 
cution. While many of the doctrines of Rome had been 
renounced, not a few of its forms were retained. The 
supremacy of the pope was rejected, but in his place the 
monarch was enthroned as the head of the church. In the 
service of the church there was still a wide departure from 
the purity and simplicity of the gospel. The great principle 
of religious toleration was not as yet understood. Though 
the horrible cruelties which Rome employed against heresy 
were resorted to but rarely by Protestant rulers, yet the 
right of every man to worship God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience was not acknowledged. All 
were required to accept the doctrines and observe 'the 
forms of worship prescribed by the established church. 
Dissenters suffered persecution, to a greater or less extent, 
for hundreds of years. 

In the seventeenth century thousands of pastors were 
expelled from their positions. The people were forbidden, 
on pain of heavy fines, imprisonment, and banishment, to 
attend any religious meetings except such as were sanc- 
tioned by the church. Those faithful souls who could not 
refrain from gathering to worship God, were compelled to 
meet in dark alleys, in obscure garrets, and, at some 
seasons, in the woods at midnight. In the sheltering depths 
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the Romish principle of trusting to good works for salva- 
tion, had taken its place. Whitefield and the Wesleys, who 
were members of the established church, were sincere 
seekers for the favor of God, and this they had been taught 
was to be secured by a virtuous life and an observance of 
the ordinances of religion. 

When Charles Wesley at one time fell ill, and anticipated 
that death' was approaching, he was asked upon what he 
rested his hope of eternal life. His answer was, “I have 
used my best endeavors to serve God.” As the friend who 
had put the question seemed not to be fully satisfied with 
his answer, Wesley thought, “What! are not my endeavors 
a sufficient ground of hope? Would he rob me of my 
endeavors? I have nothing else to trust to.” Such was the 
dense darkness that had settled down on the church, hiding 
the atonement, robbing Christ of his glory, and turning the 
minds of men from their only hope of salvation, — the 
blood of the criicified Redeemer. 

Wesley and his associates were led to see that true 
religion is seated in the heart, and that God’s law extends 
to the thoughts as well as to the words and actions. 
Convinced of the necessity of holiness of heart, as well as 
correctness of outward deportment, they set out in earnest 
upon a new life. By the most diligent and prayerful efforts 
they endeavored to subdue the evils of the natural heart. 
They lived a life of self-denial, charity, and humiliation, 
observing with great rigor and exactness every measure 
which they thought could be helpful to them in obtaining 
what they most desired, — that holiness which could secure 
the favor of God. But they did not obtain the object which 
they sought. In vain were their endeavors to free them- 
selves from the condemnation of sin or to break its power. 
It was the same struggle which Luther experienced in his 
cell at Erfurt, It was the same question which had tortured 
his soul, — “How should man be just before God?” 1 

The fifes of divine truth, well-nigh extinguished upon 
the altars of Protestantism, were to be rekindled from the 
ancient torch handed down the ages by the Bohemian 
Christians. After the Reformation, Protestantism in Bohe- 
mia had been trampled out by the hordes of Rome. All 
who -refused to renounce the truth were forced to flee, 
ome of these,, finding refuge in Saxony, there maintained 
the ancient faith. It was from the descendants of these 

'Job 9:2. ' 
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the result of Antinomian teaching. Many affirmed that 
Christ had abolished the moral law, and that Christians are 
therefore under no obligation to observe it; that a believer 
is freed from the “bondage of good works.” Others, though 
admitting the perpetuity of 'the law, declared that it was 
unnecessary for ministers to exhort the people to obedience 
of its precepts, since those whom God had elected to 
salvation would, “by the irresistible impulse of divine 
grace, be led to the practice of piety and virtue,” while 
those who were doomed to eternal reprobation “did not 
have it in their power to obey the divine law.” 


Others, also holding that “the elect cannot fall from 
grace or forfeit the divine favoT,” arrived at the still more 
hideous conclusion that “the wicked actions they commit 
are not Teally sinful, nor to be considered as instances of 
the violation of the divine law, and that consequently they 
have no occasion either to confess their sins or to break 
them off by repentance.” Therefore, they declared that 
even one of the vilest of sins, “considered universally an 
enormous violation of the divine law, is not a sin in the 
sight of God,” if committed by one of the elect, “because it 
is one of the essential and distinctive characteristics of the 
elect, that they cannot do anything which is either displeas- 
ing to God or prohibited by the law.” 

This monstrous doctrine is essentially the same as the 
Romish claim that “the pope can dispense above the law, 
and of wrong make right, by correcting and changing 
laws;” that “he can pronounce sentences and judgments in 
contradiction ... to the law of God and man.” Both reveal 
the inspiration of the same master-spirit, — of him who, 
even among the sinless inhabitants of Heaven, began his 
work of seeking to break down the righteous restraints of 
the law of God. 


The doctrine of the divine decrees, unalterably fixing 
the character of men, had led many to a virtual rejection 
of the law of God. Wesley steadfastly opposed the errors of 
the Antinomian teachers, and showed that this doctrine 
wtuch led to Antinomianism was contrary to the Scriptures 

Jt^ fGOd tha ! brfngeth sa]vatioa hath a Pf*ared to 
« men. This is good and acceptable in the sisht of God 
our Saviour, who will have all men to be s 2 vk an-: 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. For tb=~ £s 
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these things; yea, that ‘with man this is impossible;’ but we 
see a promise of God to give us that love, and to make us 
humble, meek, and holy; we lay hold of tins gospel of 
these glad tidings; it is done to us according to our faith; 
and the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us, through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.’ ” 

“In the highest rank of the enemies of the gospel of 
Christ,” said Wesley, “are they who openly and explicitly 
‘judge the law’ itself, and ‘speak evil of the law;’ who teach 
men to break (to dissolve, to loose, to untie the obligation 
of) not one only, whether of the least or of the greatest, but 
all the commandments at a stroke.” “The most surprising 
of all the circumstances that attend this strong delusion, is 
that they who are given up to it, really believe that they 
honor Christ by overthrowing his law, and that they are 
magnifying his office, while they are destroying his doc- 
trine! Yea, they honor him just as Judas did, when he said, 
‘Hail, Master, and kissed him.’ And he may as justly say to 
every one of them, ‘Betrayest thou the Son of man with a 
kiss?’ It is no other than betraying him with a kiss, to talk 
of his blood, and take away his crown; to set light by any 
part of his law, under pretense of advancing his gospel. 
Nor indeed can anyone escape this charge, who preaches 
faith in any such a manner as either directly or indirectly 
tends to set aside any branch of obedience; who preaches 
Christ so as to disannul, or weaken in any wise, the least of 
the commandments of God.” 

To those who urged that “the preaching of the gospel 
answers all the ends of the law,” Wesley replied: "This we 
utterly deny. It does not answer the veTy first end of the 
law, namely, the convincing men of sin, the awakening 
those who are still asleep on the brink of hell.” The apostle 
Paul declares that “by the law is the knowledge of sin;” 
and not until man is convicted of sin, will he truly feel his 
need of. the atoning blood of Christ. “ ‘They that be whole,’ 
as our Lord himself observes, ‘need not a physician, but 
they that are sick.’ It is absurd, therefore, to offer a 
phystcian to them that are Whole, or that at least imagine 
themselves so to be. You are first to convince them that 
mey are sick; otherwise they will not thank you for your 

5 , s absurd to offer Christ to them whose 

neart is whole, having never yet been broken.” 
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fulfillment in. the history of France. During the Revolution 
of 1793, “the world for the first time heard an assembly of 
men, bom and educated in civilization, and assuming the 
right to govern one of the finest European nations, uplift 
their united voice to deny the most solemn truth which 
man’s soul receives, and renounce unanimously the belief 
and worship of the Deity.” “France is the only nation in 
the world concerning which the authentic record survives, 
that as a nation she lifted her hand in open rebellion 
against the Author of the universe. Plenty of blasphemers, 
plenty of infidels, there have been, and still continue to be, 
in England, Germany, Spain, and elsewhere; but France 
stands apart in the world’s history as the single State which, 
by the decree of her legislative assembly, pronounced that 
there was no God, and of which the entire population of 
the capital, and a vast majority elsewhere, women as well 
as men, danced and sang with joy in accepting the an- 
nouncement.” 

France presented also the characteristic which especially 
distinguished Sodom. During the Revolution there was 
manifest a state of moral debasement and corruption 
similar to that which brought destruction upon the cities of 
the plain. And the historian presents together the atheism 
and licentiousness of France, as it is given in the prophecy: 
“Intimately connected with these laws affecting religion 
was that which reduced the union of marriage — the most 
sacred engagement which human beings can form, and the 
permanence of which leads most strongly to the consolida- 
tion of society — to a state of mere civil contract of a 
transitory character, which any two persons might engage 
in and cast loose at pleasure. ... If fiends had set them- 
selves at work to discover a mode of most effectually de- 
stroying whatever is venerable, graceful, or permanent in 
domestic life, and obtaining at the same time an assurance 
that the mischief which it was their object to create should 
be perpetuated from one generation to another, they could 
not have invented a more effectual plan than die degrada- 
tion of marriage. . . , Sophie Arnoult, an actress famous 
for the witty things she said, described the republican 
mamage as the ‘sacrament of adultery.’ ” 

"Where also our Lord was crucified.” This specification 
ot the prophecy was also fulfilled by France. In no land 
nad the spirit of enmity against Christ been more strikinelv 
msplayed. In no country had the truth encountered more 
hitter ana cruel opposition. In the persecution which 
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France had visited upon the confessors of the gospel, ste 
had crucified Christ in the person of his disciples. 
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J rotestants were counted as outlaws, a price was 
heir heads, and they were hunted down like wil an • 
The “Church in the Desert,” the few descendants ot 
ancient Chistians that still lingered in France in e - 
eenth century, hiding away in the mountains of c ' 
still cherished the faith of their fathers. As or 
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they were chased by dragoons, and dragged ® y 
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chained, in horrible torture, amidst robbers and assas • 
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in prayer. Hundreds of aged men, defenseless women, • 
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place of meeting. In traversing the mountain-side or 
forest, where they had been accustomed to assemble, 1 
not unusual to find “at every four paces dead boat 
dotting the sward, and corpses hanging suspended fto^ 
trees.” Their country, “laid waste with the sword, the a 
the fagot, was converted into a vast, gloomy wildernes 
These atrocities were not committed during the Dark A g 
but in that brilliant era “when science was cultivated, ai 
letters flourished; when the divines of the court and t 
capital were learned and eloquent men, who greatly * 
fected the graces of meekness and charity.” 

But blackest in the black catalogue of crime, m 1 
horrible among the fiendish deeds of all the dread 
centuries, was the St. Bartholomew Massacre. The wo 
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till recalls with shuddering horror the scenes of that most 
jovvardly and cruel onslaught. The king of France, urged 
>n by Romish priests and prelates, lent his sanction to the 
Ireadful work. The great bell of the palace, tolling at dead 
>f night, was a signal for the slaughter. Protestants by 
housands, bleeping quietly in their homes, trusting to the 
plighted honor of their king, were dragged forth without a 
warning, and murdered in cold blood. 

Satan, in the person of the Roman zealots, led the van. 
As Christ was the invisible leader of his people from 
Egyptian bondage, so was Satan the unseen leader of his 
subjects in this horrible work of multiplying martyrs. For 
seven days the massacre was continued in Paris, the first 
three with inconceivable fury. And it was not confined to 
the city itself, but by special order of the king extended to 
all provinces and towns where Protestants were found. 
Neither age nor sex was respected. Neither the innocent 
babe nor the man of gray hairs was spared. Noble and 
peasant, old and young, mother and child, were cut down 
together. Throughout France the butchery continued for 
two months. Seventy thousand of the very flower of the 
nation perished. 

“The pope, Gregory XHL, received the news of the fate 
of the Huguenots with unbounded joy. The wish of his 
heart had been gratified, and Charles IX. was now his 
favorite son. Rome rang with rejoicings. The guns of the 
castle of St Angelo gave forth a joyous salute; the bells 
sounded from every tower: bonfires blazed throughout the 
night; and Gregory, attended by his cardinals and priests, 
led the magnificent procession to the church of St. J-ouis, 
where the cardinal of Lorraine chanted a Te Deiim ■ The 


cry of the dying host in France was gentle harmony to the 
court of Rome. A medal was struck to commemorate 
the glorious massacre: a picture, winch still exists in the 
Vatican., was painted, representing the chief events of St. 
Bartholomew. The pope, eager to show his gratitude to 
Charles for his dutiful conduct, sent him the Golden Rose: 
and from the pulpits of Rome eloruent oreacherS cele- 
brated Charles. Catherine, and the Grries as the new 
founders of the papal church." 

The same master-spirit that urged or the St. Bartholo- 
mew Massacre led also in the scenes of the Revolution 
Jesus Christ was declared to he an hr- moor and the 
rallying cry 0 f the French infidels -rr. “Crush the 
vs retch,- meaning Christ. Heaver-dm mr riasohemy and 
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new vows for the prosperity of the armies of the Republic; 
there we will abandon the worship of inanimate idols for 
that of Reason — this animated image, .the masterpiece of 
creation.” ■ • 

When the goddess was brought into the convention, the 
orator took her by the hand, and turning to the assembly 
said: “Mortals, cease to tremble before the powerless 
thunders of a God whom your fears have created. Hence- 
forth acknowledge no divinity but Reason. I offer you its 
noblest and purest image; if -you must have idols, sacrifice 
only to such as this. . . . Fall before the august senate of 
freedom, veil of Reason.” 

“The goddess, after being embraced by the president, 
was mounted on a magnificent car, and conducted, amidst 
an immense crowd, to the cathedral of Notre Dame, to 
take the place of the Deity. Then she was elevated on the 
high altar, and received the adoration of all present.” 

This was followed, not long afterward, by the public 
burning of the Bible. And “the popular society of the 
museum entered the hall of the municipality, exclaiming, 
Vive la Raison! and carrying on the top of a pole the 
half-burned remains of several books, among others the 
breviaries of the Old and New Testaments, which ‘expiated 
in a great fire,’ said the president, ‘all the fooleries which 
they have made the human race commit.’ ” 

It was popery that had begun the work which atheism 
was completing. The policy of Rome had wrought out 
;h. those conditions, social, political, and religious, that were 
\ urrying France on to ruin. A writer, speaking .of the 
? .. errors of the Revolution, says: “Those excesses are in 
ruth to be charged upon the throne and the church.” In 
strict justice they are to be charged upon the church. 
Popery had poisoned the minds of kings against the Refor- 
mation, as an enemy to the crown, an element of discord 
that would be fatal to the peace and harmony of the 
nation. It was the genius of Rome that by this means in- 
spired the direst crulety and the most galling oppression 
which proceeded from the throne. 

The spirit of liberty went with the Bible. Wherever the 
gospel was received, the minds of the people were awak- 
ened. They began to cast off the shackles that had held 
them bondslaves of ignorance, vice, and superstition. They 
began to think and act as men. Monarchs saw • it, and 
trembled for their despotism. 

Rome was not slow to inflame their jealous fears. Said 
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ft. none to the regent of France in 1523: ."This mania 
(Protestantism) will not only destroy rel.g.onbutall princi- 
palities, nobilities, laws, orders, and ranks. bes, f es - ^ 
years later a papist dignitary warned the. king, If you wish 
to preserve your sovereign rights intact; if you wish to k p 
the nations submitted to you in tranquillity, manfully 
defend the Catholic faith, and subdue all its enemies by 
your arms.” And theologians appealed to the prejudices of 
the people by declaring that the Protestant doctrine “en- 
tices men away to novelties and folly; it robs the king of 
•the devoted affection of his subjects, and devastates both 
Church and State.” Thus Rome succeeded in arraying 
France against the Reformation. “It was to uphold the 
throne, preserve the nobles, and maintain the laws, that the 
sword of persecution was first unsheathed in France.” 

Little did the rulers of the land foresee the results of that 
fateful policy. The teaching of the Bible would have 
implanted. in the minds and hearts of the people those 
principles of justice, temperance, truth, equity, and benevo- 
lence which are the very corner-stone of a nation’s prosper- 
ity. “Righteousness exalteth a nation.” Thereby “the throne 
is established.” 11 “The work of righteousness shall be 
peace;” and the effect, “quietness and assurance for- 
ever.”" He who obeys the divine law will most truly 
respect and obey the laws of his country. He who fears 
God will honor the king in the exercise of all just and 
legitimate authority. But unhappy France prohibited the 
Bible, and banned its disciples. Century after century, men 
of principle and integrity, men of intellectual acuteness and 
moral strength, who had the courage to avow their convic- 
tions, and the faith to suffer for the truth, — for centuries 
these men toiled, as slaves in the galleys, perished at the 
stake, or rotted in dungeon cells. Thousands upon thou- 
f n f ° und * a J ety ’ n flight; and this continued for two 
tion rCd and f ' fty yeatS aftCr the °P enin S °f the Reforma- 
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new vows for the prosperity of the armies of the Republic; 
there we will abandon the worship of inanimate, idols for 
that of Reason — this animated image,. the masterpiece of 
creation.” 

When the goddess was brought into the convention, the 
orator took her by the hand, and turning to the assembly 
said: “Mortals, .cease to tremble before the powerless 
thunders of a God whom your fears have created. Hence- 
forth acknowledge no divinity but Reason. I offer you its 
. noblest and purest image; if-you must have idols, sacrifice 
only to such as this. . . . Fall before the august senate of 
freedom, veil of Reason.” 

“The goddess, after being embraced by the president, 
was mounted on a magnificent car, and conducted, amidst 
an immense crowd, to the cathedral of Notre Dame, to 
take the place of the Deity. Then she was elevated on the 
high altar, and received the adoration of all present.” 

This was followed, not long afterward, ’ by the public 
burning of the Bible. And “the popular society of the 
museum entered the hall of the municipality, exclaiming, 
Vive la Raison! and carrying on the top of a pole the 
half-burned remains of several books, among others the 
breviaries of the Old and New Testaments, which ‘expiated 
in a great fire,’ said the president, ‘all the fooleries which 
they have made the human race commit.’ ” 

It was popery that had begun the work which atheism 
was completing. The policy of Rome had wrought out 
those conditions, social, political, and religious, that were 
hurrying France on to ruin. A writer, speaking _of the 
jjlorrors of the Revolution, says: “Those excesses are in 
truth to be charged upon the throne and the church.” In 
strict justice they are to be charged upon the church. 
Popery had poisoned the minds of kings against the Refor- 
mation, as an enemy to the crown, an element of discord 
that would be fatal to the peace and harmony of the 
nation. It was the genius of Rome that by this means in- 
spired the direst crulety and the most galling oppression 
which proceeded from the throne. 

The spirit of liberty went with the Bible. Wherever the 
gospel was received, the minds of the people were awak- 
e u ned - They began to cast off the shackles that had held 
them bondslaves of ignorance, vice, and superstition. They 
began to think and act as men. Monarchs saw it, and 
trembled for their despotism. 

Rome was not slow to inflame their jealous fears. Said 
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the pope to the regent of France in 1523: ‘‘This mania 
(Protestantism) will not only destroy religion, but all princi- 
palities, nobilities, laws, orders, and ranks besides. A few 
years later a papist dignitary warned the king, If you wish 
ho preserve your sovereign rights intact; if you wish to keep 
the nations submitted to you in tranquillity, manfully 
defend the Catholic faith, and subdue all its enemies by 
your arms.” And theologians appealed to the prejudices of 
the people by declaring that the Protestant doctrine en- 
tices men away to novelties and folly; it robs the king of 
■ the devoted affection of his subjects, and devastates both 
Church and State.” Thus Rome succeeded in arraying 
France against the Reformation. "It was to uphold the 
throne, preserve the nobles, and maintain the laws, that the 
sword of persecution was first unsheathed in France.” 

Little did the rulers of the land foresee the results of that 
fateful policy. The teaching of the Bible would have 
implanted .in the minds and hearts of the people those 
principles of justice, temperance, truth, equity, and benevo- 
lence which are the very corner-stone of a nation’s prosper- 
ity. “Righteousness exalteth a nation.” Thereby “the throne 
is established.” 11 “The work of righteousness shall be 
peace;” and the effect, “quietness and assurance for- 
ever.” 15 He who obeys the divine law will most trul} 
respect and obey the laws of his country. He who fears 
God will honor the king in the exercise of all just anc 
legitimate authority. But unhappy France prohibited the 
Bible, and banned its disciples. Century after century, mer 
of principle and integrity, men of intellectual acuteness anc 
moral strength, who had the courage to avow their convic 
tions, and the faith to suffer for the truth, — for centurie: 
these men toiled as slaves in the galleys, perished at the 
stake, or rotted in dungeon cells. Thousands upon thou 
sanck found safety in flight; and this continued for twe 

hundred and fifty years after the opening of the Reforma- 
lion. 

"Scarcely was there, a generation of Frenchmen durini 

* t °* g ? en ° d that d id not witness the disciples of the 
eei . ng before the insane fury of the persecutor, anc 
Erdt W ‘ th ?- e u the inte!li S ence ’ the arts, the industry 
to enrich’iho > ?•’ aS , a - r u ule ’ they Prominently excelled, 

pronordoi V ^ m W , hlCh they found an asylum. And in 
proportion as they replenished other countries with these 
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the poor, and the poor hated the rtc • the nobles 

" In many provinces the estates were held by the nobles 

and the laboring classes were only tenants; they were a the 
mercy of their landlords, and were forced to submit to thar 
exorbitant demands. The burden of supporting both the 
Church and the State fell upon the middle and lower 
classes who were heavily taxed by the civil authorities and 
by the' clergy. “The pleasure of the nobles was considered 
the supreme law; the farmers and the peasants might 
starve, -for aught their oppressors cared. . . . The people 
were compelled at every turn to consult the exclusive 
interest of the landlord. The lives of the agricultural 
laborers were lives of incessant work and unrelieved mis- 
ery;. their complaints, if they ever dared to complain, were 
• treated with insolent contempt. The courts of justice would 
always listen to a noble as against a peasant; bribes were 
notoriously accepted by the judges; and the merest caprice 
of the aristocracy had the force of law, by virtue of this 
system of universal corruption. Of the taxes wrung from 
the commonalty, by the secular magnates on the one hand,- 
the clergy on the other, not half ever found its way into the 
royal or episcopal treasury; the rest was squandered in 
profligate self-indulgence. And the men who thus impover- 
ished their fellow-subjects were themselves exempt from 
taxation, and entitled by law or custom to all the appoint- 
ments of the State. The privileged classes numbered a 
^hundred and fifty thousand, and for their gratification 
millions were condemned to hopeless and degrading lives.” 

The court was given up to luxury and profligacy. There 
was little confidence existing between the people and the 
rulers. Suspicion fastened upon all the measures of the 
government, as designing and selfish. For more than half a 
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half later a resolution rescinding the decree, and granting 
toleration to the Scriptures, was adopted by die same body. 
The world stood aghast at the enormity of guilt which 
had resulted from a rejection of the Sacred Oracles, and 
men recognized the necessity of faith in God and his Word 
as the foundation of virtue and morality. Saith the Lord, 
“Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against 
whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes 
on high? even against the Holy One of Israel.” 11 “There- 
fore. behold. I will this once cause them to know, I will 
cause them to know' mine hand and my might; and they 
shall know that my name is Jehovah.” ls 

Concerning the two witnesses the prophet declares 
further: “And they heard a great voice from heaven saying 
unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to 
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.”” 
Since France made w r ar upon God's two witnesses, they 
have been honored as never before. In 1S04 the British and 
Foreign Bible Society was organized. This w 7 as followed by 
similar organizations, with numerous branches, upon the 
continent of Europe. In 1S16, the American Bible Society 
w r as founded. When the British Society w-as formed, the 
Bible had been printed and circulated in fifty tongues. It 
has since been translated into more than two hundred 
languages and dialects. By the efforts of Bible societies, 
since 1S04, more than 187,000,000 copies of the Bible 
have been circulated. 

For the fifty years preceding 1792, little attention was 
given to the work of foreign missions. No new 7 societies 
were formed, and there w 7 ere but few churches that made 
any effort for the spread of Christianity in heathen lands. 
But toward the close of the eighteenth century a great 
change took place. Men became dissatisfied with the re- 
sults of rationalism, and realized the necessity of divine 
revelation and experimental religion. The devoted Carey, 
who in 1793 became the first English missionary to India, 
kindled anew the flame of missionary effort in England. 
In America, twenty years later, the zeal of a society of stu- 
dents, among whom was Adoniram Judson, resulted in the 
formation of the American Board of Foreign Missions, 
under whose auspices Judson went as a missionary 7 from 
the United States to Burmah, From this time the work of 
foreign missions attained an unprecedented growth. 
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the pilgrim fathers 


The English reformers, while renouncing the doc- 
trines of Romanism, had retained many of its forms. Thus 
though the authority and the creed of Rome were rejected, 
not a few. of her customs and ceremonies were incorpo- 
rated into the worship of the Church of England. It was 
claimed that these things were not commanded in Scrip- 
ture, and hence were non-essential, yet not being forbid- 
den, they were not intrinsically evil. Their observance 
tended to narrow the gulf which separated the reformed 
churches from Rome, and it was urged that they would 
promote the acceptance of the Protestant faith by Roman- 
ists. 

To the conservative and compromising, these arguments 
seemed conclusive. But there was another class that did not 
so judge. The fact that these customs tended to bridge the 
chasm between Rome and the Reformation, was in their 
view a conclusive argument against retaining them. They 
looked upon them as badges of the slavery from which 
they had been delivered, and to which they had no disposi- 
tion to return. They reasoned that God has in his Word 
established the regulations governing his worship, and that 
men are not -at liberty to add to these or to detract from 
them. The very beginning of the great apostasy was in 
seeking to supplement the authority of God by that of the 
church. Rome began by enjoining what God had not 
forbidden, and she ended fey forbidding what he had 
explicitly enjoined. 

_ Many earnestly desired to return to the purity and 
simplicity which characterized the primitive church. They 
regarded many of the established customs of the English 
church as monuments of idolatry, and they could not in 
conscience unite in her worship. But the church, being 
supported by the civil authority, would permit no dissent 
from her forms. Attendance upon her service was required 
by lav/, and unauthorized assemblies for religious worship 
were prohibited, under penalty of imprisonment, exile, and 
death. 


At the opening of the seventeenth century the monarch 
who had just ascended the throne of England declared his 
determination to make the Puritans “conform, or harry 
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them out of the land, or else worse.” Hunted, persecuted, 
and imprisoned, they could discern in the future' no prom- 
ise of better days, and many yielded to the conviction 
that for such as would serve God according to the dictates 
of their conscience, “England had ceased forever to be a 
habitable spot.” Some at last determined to seek refuge in 
Holland. Difficulties, losses, and imprisonment were en- 
countered. Their purposes were thwarted, and they were 
betrayed into the hands of their enemies. But steadfast 
perseverance finally conquered, and they found shelter on 
the friendly shores of the Dutch Republic. 

In their flight they had left their houses, their goods, and 
their means of livelihood.-They were strangers in a strange 
land, among a people of different language and customs: 
They were forced to resort to new and untried occupations 
to earn their bread. Middle-aged men, who had spent their 
lives in tilling the soil, had now to learn mechanical trades. 
But they cheerfully accepted the situation, and lost no time 
in idleness or repining. Though often pinched with poverty, 
they thanked God for the blessings which were still granted 
them, and found their joy in unmolested spiritual commun- 
ion. “They knew they were pilgrims, and looked not much 
on those things, but lifted up their eyes to. Heaven, their 
dearest country, and quieted their spirits.” 

In the midst of exile and hardship, their love and faith 
waxed strong. They trusted the Lord’s promises, and he did 
not fail them in time of need. His angels were by their side, 
to encourage and support them. And when God’s hand 
seemed pointing them across the sea, to a land where they 
might found for themselves, a State, and leave to their 
children the precious heritage of religious liberty, they 
went forward, without shrinking, in the path of Provi- 
dence. . > 

God had permitted trials to come upon his people to 
prepare them for the accomplishment of his gracious 
purpose toward them. The church had been brought low, 
that she might be exalted. God was about to display his 
power in her behalf, to give to the world another evidence 
that he will not forsake those who trust in him. He had 
overruled events to cause the wrath of Satan and the plots 
of evil men to advance his glory, and to bring his people to 
,a place of security. Persecution and exile were opening the 
way to freedom. 

When first constrained to separate from the English 
church, the Puritan? had joined themselves together by a 
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been done in England by different Icings and queens, and 
by the different popes and councils in the Roman Church; 
so that belief v/ould become a heap of confusion.” 

Attendance at the sendees of the established church was 
required under a penalty of fine or imprisonment. “Wil- 
liams reprobated the law; the worst statute of the English 
code was that which did not enforce attendance upon the 
parish church. To compel men to unite with those of 
different creed, he regarded as an open violation of thei 
natural rights; to drag to public worship the irreligious an 
the unwilling, seemed like requiring hypocrisy. ‘No one,’ h 
said, ‘should be forced to worship, or to maintai 
worship, against his own consent.’ ‘What!’ exclaimed hi 
antagonist, amazed at his tenets, ‘is not the laborer worth 
of his hire?’ ‘Yes,’ replied he, ‘from those who hire him.’ ” 

- Roger Williams was respected and beloved as a faithfi 
minister, a man of rare gifts, of unbending integrity an 
true benevolence; yet his steadfast denial of the right o 
civil magistrates to authority over the church, and hi 
demand for religious liberty, could not be tolerated. Th 
application of this new doctrine, it was urged, woul 
“subvert the fundamental state and government of th 
country.” He was sentenced to banishment from the co! 
onies, and finally, to avoid arrest, he was forced to flee 
amid the cold and storms of winter, into the unbroke; 
forest. 

“For fourteen we ( eks,” he says, “I was sorely tossed in 
bitter season, not knowing what bread or bed did mean. 
“But the ravens fed me in the wilderness;” and a bollov 
tree often served him for a shelter. Thus he continued hi 
painful flight through the snow and the trackless forest 
until he found- refuge with an Indian tribe whose confi 
dence and affection he had won while endeavoring to teacl 
them the truths of the gospel. 

Making his w ay at last, after months of change am 
wandering, to the shores of Narragansett Bay, he there lai< 
the foundation of the first State of modem times that ii 
the fullest sense recognized the right of religious freedom 
The fundamental principle of Roger- Williams’ colony, wa 
“that every man should have the right to worship Goi 
according to the light of his conscience.” His little State 
Rhode Island, became the asylum of the oppressed, and i 
increased and prospered until its foundation principles— 
civil and religious liberty — became the corner-stones of th< 
American Republic. 
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In that grand old document which ' our forefathers : 
forth as their bill of rights— the Declaration of Indeper 
ence — they declared: “We hold these truths to be self-e 
dent, that all men are created equal; that .they are endow 
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; tl 
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happines: 
And the Constitution guarantees, in the most expli 
terms, the inviolability of conscience: “No religious t 
shall ever be required as a qualification to any office 
public trust under the United States,” “Congress shall ma 
no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohit 
ing the free exercise thereof.” 

“The framers of the Constitution recognized the efen 
rinciple that man’s relation to his God is above hum 
:gis!ation, and his right of conscience inalienable. Reasc 
ig was not necessary to establish this truth; we : 
onscious of it in our own bosom. It is this consciousne 
’hich, in defiance of human laws, has sustained so ma 
lartyrs in tortures and flames. They felt that their duty 
iod was superior to human enactments, and that m 
ould exercise no authority over their consciences. It is 
lborn principle which nothing can eradicate.” 

As the tidings spread through the countries of Euro] 
f a land where every man might enjoy the fruit of his o’ 
ibor, and obey the convictions of his conscience, the 
inds flocked to the shores of the New World. Colon 
apidly multiplied. “Massachusetts, by special law, offer 
ree welcome and aid, at the public cost, to Christians; 
ny nationality who might fly beyond the Atlantic 
scape from wars or famine, or the oppression of th 
ersecutors.’ Thus the fugitive and the down-trodden we 
y statute, made the guests of the commonwealth.” 
wenty years from the first landing at Plymouth, as ma 
lousand Pilgrims were settled in New England. 

To secure the object which they sought, “they w< 
ontent to earn a bare subsistence by a life of frugality a 
)il. They asked nothing from the soil but the reasona! 
'turns of their own. labor. No golden vision threw 
eceitful halo around their path. . : . They were contf 
'ith the slow but steady progress of their social poli 
hey patiently endured the privations of the wilderne 
'atering the tree of liberty with their tears, and with 'I 
veat of their brow, till it took deep root in the land.” 
The Bible was held as the foundation of faith, the soui 
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of wisdom, and the charter of liberty. Its principles were 
diligently taught in the home, in the school, and in the 
church, "and its fruits were manifest in thrift, intelligence, 
purity’, and temperance. One might be for years a dweller 
in the Puritan settlements, and not “see a drunkard, nor 
hear an oath, nor meet a beggar/’ It was demonstrated that 
the principles of the Bible are the surest safeguards of 
national greatness. The feeble and isolated colonies grew to 
a confederation of powerful States, and tbe v/orld marked 
with wonder the peace and prosperity of “a church withoul 
a pope, and a State without a king/’ 

But continually increasing numbers were attracted to the 
shores of America, actuated by motives widely different 
from those of the first Pilgrims.; Though the primitive faith 
and purity exerted a widespread and moulding power, ye! 
its influence became less and less as tbe numbers increased 
of those who sought only worldly advantage. 

The regulation adopted by the early colonists, - of permit- 
ting only members of the church to vote or to hold office 
in the' civil government, led to most pernicious results. Thi; 
measure had been accepted as a means of preserving the 
purity of the State, but it resulted in the corruption of tbe 
church. A profession of religion being the condition o: 
suffrage and office-holding, many, actuated solely by mo 
lives of worldly policy, united with the church, without £ 
change of heart. Thus the churches came to consist, to i 
considerable extent, of unconverted persons; and even ii 
the ministry were those who not only held errors o 
doctrine, but who were ignorant of the renewing power o 
the Holy Spirit. Thus again was demonstrated the evi 
results, so often witnessed in the history’ of the churcl 
from the days of Constantine to the present of attemptinj 
to build up the church by the aid of the State, of appealini 
to the secular power in support of the gospel of Him wht 
eclared, “My kingdom is not of this world.” 5 The unioi 
church with the State, be the degree never so slight 
u C ma ^- a PP ear t0 bring the world nearer to thi 
church, does in reality but bring the church nearer to thi 
"world. 

The great principle so nobly advocated by Robinson ant 
oger Williams, that truth is progressive, that Christian 
f ° U T, stand read y to accept all the light which may shin 
rrom God’s Holy Word, was lost sight of by their descend 

' ’John 18:36. 
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ants. The Protestant churches of America' — and those of 
Europe as well — so highly favored in receiving the bless- 
ings of the Reformation, failed to press forward in the path 
of reform. Though a few faithful men arose, from time to 
time, to proclaim new truth, and expose long-cherished 
error, the majority, like the lews in Christ’s day, or the 
papists in the time of Luther, were content to believe as 
their fathers had believed, and to live as they had lived. 
Therefore religion again degenerated into formalism; and 
errors and superstitions which would have been cast aside 
had the church continued to walk in the light of God’s 
Word, were retained and cherished. Thus the spirit inspired 
by the Reformation gradually died out, until there was 
almost as great need of reform in the Protestant churches 
as in the Roman Church in the time of Luther. There was 
the same worldiincss and spiritual stupor, a similar rever- 
ence for the opinions of men, and substitution of human 
theories for the teachings of God’s Word. 

The wide circulation of the Bible in the early part of the 
nineteenth century, and the great light thus shed upon the 
world, was not followed by a corresponding advance in 
knowledge of revealed truth, or in experimental religion. 
Satan could not, as in former ages, keep God’s Word from 
the people; it had been placed within the reach of all; but 
in order still to accomplish his object, he led many to value 
it but lightly. Men neglected to search the Scriptures, and 
thus they continued to accept false interpretations, and to 
cherish doctrines which had no foundation in the Bible. ' 

Seeing the failure of his efforts to crush out the truth by 
persecution, Satan had again resorted to the plan of com- 
promise which led to the great apostasy and the formation 
of the Church of Rome. He had induced Christians to ally 
themselves, not now with pagans, but with those who by 
their devotion to the things of this world had proved 
themselves to be as truly idolaters as were the worshipers 
of graven images. And the results of this union were no 
less pernicious now than in former ages; pride and extrava- 
gance were fostered under the guise of religion, and the 
churches became corrupted. Satan continued to pervert the 
doctrines of the Bible, and traditions that were to ruin 
millions were taking deep root. The church was upholding 
and defending these traditions, instead of contending for 
the faith which was once delivered to the saints.” Thus 
were degraded the principles for which the reformers had 
done and suffered so much. 
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'HERALDS OF THE MORNING 


One of the most solemn and yet most glorious truths 
revealed in the Bible is that of Christ’s second coming, tc 
complete the great work of redemption. To God’s pilgrirr 
people, so long left to sojourn in "the region and shadow oi 
death,” a precious, joy-inspiring' hope is given in the 
promise of His appearing, who is “the resurrection and th< 
life,” to “bring home again his banished.” The doctrine o: 
the second advent is the very key-note of the sacrec 
Scriptures.' From the day when the first pair turned then 
sorrowing steps from Eden, the children of faith hav( 
waited the coming of the Promised One to break thf 
destroyer’s power and bring them again to the lost Para- 
dise. Holy men of old looked forward to the advent of th< 
Messiah in glory, as the consummation of their hope 
Enoch, only the seventh in descent from them that dwelt ii 
Eden, he who for three centuries on earth walked with hi: 
God, was permitted to behold from afar the coming of thi 
Deliverer. “Behold,” he declared, “the Lord cometh will 
ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upon all.” 
The patriarch Job in the night of his affliction exclaimec 
with unshaken trust: “I know that my Redeemer liveth, anc 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; . . . ir 
my flesh shall I see God, whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and not another.” 5 


The coming of Christ to usher in the reign of righteous- 
ness, has inspired the most sublime and impassioned utter- 
ances of the sacred writers. The poets and prophets of the 
Bible have dwelt upon it in words glowing with celestial 
fire. The psalmist sung of the power and majesty of Israel’s 
King; "Out of 'Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath 

shined. Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence 

He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth 
that he may judge his people.” 5 "Let the heavens rejoic^ 
and let the earth be glad” "before the Lord: for he comerij 
for he cometh to judge. the earth: he shall judee the won'-’ 
Wl „ righteousness, and the people with his tnr-~ ~ s 
baid the prophet Isaiah: “Awake and sins, ve r~- 


Tude 14, 15, 
Tob 19:25-27. 
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et of Patmos: “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every 

eye shall see him.” 11 • .... 

About his coming cluster the glories of that ‘restitution 
of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world began. then tt 
long-continued rule of evil shall be broken; “the kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord,andot 
his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever.” The 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together.” “The Lord God will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth before all the nations.” He shall be 
“for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto 
the residue of his people." 1 * 

It is then that the peaceful and long-desired Kingdom of 
the Messiah shall be established under the whole heaven. 
“The Lord shall comfort Zion; be will comfort all her 
waste places, and he will make her wilderness like Eden, 
and her desert like the garden of the Lord.” “The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel 
and Sharon.” “Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; 
neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate; but 
thou shalt be called My Delight, and thy land Beulah.” “As 
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God 
rejoice over thee.”“ 

The coming of the Lord has been in all ages the hope of 
his true followers. The Saviour’s parting promise upon 
Olivet, that he would come again, lighted up the future for 
his disciples, filling their hearts with joy and hope, that 
sorrow could not quench, nor trials dim. Amid suffering 
and persecution, “the appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ” was the “blessed hope.” When the 
Thessalonian Christians were filled with grief as thev 
buried their loved ones,' who had hoped to live to witness 
the coming of the Lord, Paul, their teacher, pointed th=m 
to the resurrection, to take place at the Saviour's advert 
then the dead in Christ should rise, and together with th= 
living be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. “And -- " 
he said, “shall we ever be with the Lord. Wh=r=f^= 
comtort one another with these words.’” 8 
On rocky Patmos the beloved disciple hears ft- — ~~ 
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258 • -The Great Controversy 

At Lisbon “a sound of thunder was heard undergroun 
and immediately afterward a violent shock threw down tl 
greater part of that city. In the course of about six minut 
sixty thousand persons perished. The sea first retired, ai 
laid the bar dry, it then rolled in, rising fifty feet above i 
ordinary level.” “The most extraordinary circumstam 
which occurred at Lisbon during the catastrophe, was tl 
subsidence of the new quay, built entirely of marble, at t 
immense expense. A great concourse of people had cc 
Iected there for safety, as a spot where they might 1 
beyond the reach of falling ruins; but suddenly the qur 
sunk down with all the people on it, and not one of tl 
dead bodies ever floated to the surface.” 

The shock of the earthquake “was instantly followed l 
the fall of every church and convent, almost all the larj 
d public buildings, and one-fourth of the houses. 1 
out two hours afterward, fire broke out in differei 
arters, and raged with such violence for the space < 
arly three days that the city was completely desolatei 
le earthquake happened on a holy day, when tl 
urches and convents were full of people, very few < 
use days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkenei 
10 m escaped.” “The terror of the people was beyon 
scription. Nobody wept; it was beyond tears. They ra 
ther and thither, delirious with horror and astonishmen 
ating their faces and breasts, crying, 'Misericordia! tl 
nld's at an end!’ Mothers forgot their children, and ra 
' 1n d with crucifixed images. Unfortunately, many ran t 
: churches for protection; but in vain was the sacramei 
posed; in vain did the poor creatures embrace the altar 
ages, priests, and people were buried in one commo 
n.” “Ninety thousand persons are supposed to have bee 
t on that fatal day.” 

Twenty-five years later appeared the next sign mer 
ned in the prophecy, — the darkening of the sun an 
ion. What rendered this more striking was the fact thr 
■ time of its fulfillment had been definitely pointed ou 
the Saviour’s conversation with his disciples upon Olivei 
er describing the long period of trial for the church — th 
50 years of papal persecution, concerning which he ha 
imised that the tribulation should be shortened — he thu 
ntioned certain events to precede his coming, and fixei 
time when the first of these should be witnessed: "It 
se days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened 
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jo unjd siqj unqj ssa[ Sniqjou jEq« — asiaAiun aqj qn oj 
S3jnjjsuomap ‘pamaapai aq jqSim siouuis jEqj ‘uos at U P uc 
joqjcq; aqj paqadmi oaoj ajruijm qojqM oj aayuoES aqj puy 
•aiqEjnmrai ji saAOid jsjjqo jo qjuap aqx 'uoissaiSsucjj sji 
joj ouojc oj ajq srq dn papjaiA 3Acq jou paau poo jo uos 
aqj uaqj ‘apisn jas uaaq oAEq sunup sji pjnoo -ajqEaSuEqo 
-un si avej s.poo jcqj asjSAiun aqj jo spjJOM aqj jp oj 
ajEijsuoraap oj sem ji jnq IpspjrSaj aq pjnoqs ji se mej aqj 
pjESai jqSrrn pyoM siqj jo sjuEjiqEqui aqj JEqj auop jojq 
„ - 3[qEJOUoq ji aquai,, oj pue „me[ aqj AjiuSura,, oj sates 
oh "aip oj poo jajjns oj qjJEa aqj oj aurco jsuqo jnqj unm 
jo aoijdmopai aqj qsqdmoDOE oj Ajaasm joa seai ji jng 

•snsaj uj aAoqaq oq/A jje 
jo jorjijsnf aqj jaA pna ‘jsnf st poo snqx "UEjEg jo ja/Aod 
aqj joao 'paqdumuj paq poQ jo uos aqj se ‘qdmnuj oj 
uoijEjirmnq pus aouajiuad jo ajq e Aq pus ‘jsuqo 3° SS3n 
-sno3jqSu aqj jdaooB oj sox; se m asm puE ‘poo qi'Av {Enba 
sem oq/A miq uodn jjaj /aej aqj jo Ajpuad aqx ‘UA\ojqjjaAO 
aq jou pjnoo jEqj jjcqaq s,unui ui juamnSJE ue sea\ jsuqo 
jo qjuap aqj jng ‘Aaid jnjjqgu siq ajojajaqj bjoav puE ‘uoq 
-dmapoi puoAaq paaEjd sjs/a odei injuis aqj jEqj pamiaja 
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•caopsiM sjraijiJi puB sao; ssap 
-raoqjBj sb uisqi ajojaq paisajiUBtu Aqnj traaq SBq japBxeqo 
3Soq«v. xaTjq oi aaaBiSaqB raoij paaini aq uieSe joaoo qiM 
aorpap psAOjd puB pgjssj y -Ayaqq jo mbj aqi sb psiouoq 
aq njA\ ‘aSBpuoq }0 aqo/L aqi sb paqaBOJdai ssq OBjBg 
qoiqAi ‘poo jo avbj sqx nt «*3uni pnooas aqi dn asu joa 
ipjqs noipqjjy,, *poQ jo pJOA\ aqi sAb<j qsajniBui aq oib3b 
jiao [pM J3A3jq vab[ srq si UBsq asoqAV 01 puB ‘qm srq op o} 
iqStpp oqA\ sSapq jo asPAjnn b ajojsq jonoq srq qsqqBjsa 
paB 3A0[ siq 3}BDipniA A\0O fyiM ‘pOQ Ol JOOOqSip paB 
spSaB o} JB3J jqSnoiq 3ABq p[noA\ SarmnSaq aqi ai qorqM 
‘aonecmixiajxs jann sq poy -ois jo sqnsai poo ampa 
aqi 0 } sassaujTAi amoasq sABq qiAi asiaAiun 3[oqA\ aqx 

CI( /qooBjq joo }ooi 

pqiiaa tngqi sabsj jpqs 3; pqi ‘sjsoq 30 pjoq aqi qires ‘do 
maqi ainq [prqs qpaioo iBqi Aap sqi poo Pjqqms sq jpqs 
VqpsqaiM. op iBqj j|b paB ‘bsA ‘pnojd aqi [p„ ,,‘ipao oe sb 
ainq ipqs jsqj qpaioo XBp Aqi„ oaqAi c<l - 9JOto Aob aq noqi 
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•CTEtn Supcaao nr qaoA\ sjjoq 30 pnssj oqj se jtas siqj jp oj 
sjuiod aq pay 'aotqqosap puc aoM qj[A\ tpasa aqj up puE 
‘U 3 AC 3 H u ! J 3 pS asnra p[noA\ aq ‘.qaoAvipUBq siq Saqpap 
pnc SapEpp Xq ‘por> no an jouoqsip jseo oj ‘uopdiuopai 
s.ircui ioj nc(d auiAip aqj jaBAup oj saqsap ajj •Xoaauj pan 
oaoj s,po£) 30 sjoofqo aqj sjc Xaqj ‘jsuqQ qSnoaqj ‘osnca 
-aq *p3[pnp[ si 0 dci tniumq aqj jsuibSe Xjruruo s.ncicg 
•J 9 M 0 d syq jsisaa oj pajqEua aq oj sum vlx 
snE3in atuos Xq jcqj fpajdnaaaju; aq p|no/A aanjEti ueut 
aAEidop oj sjjojjd siq jEqj A\auq aq ‘paas aaq pun paas < 
uaaMjaq pnc ‘ueuioaa aqj pun jpsuiiq uaaApaq jsrxo p|no 
Xjtrauo jcqj uopEJEpap aqj pjEaq uejes uaqA\ jng -asjaAii 
3qj 30 aapvg aqj 30 XjuoqjnE aqj Suisoddo ui pajran Xjui 
ajaM Xaqj ‘paoasip sem aaaqj sjuiod aaqjo ||E uo ajrq 
psuqQ 30 paijcq iiaqj spatSaa se spSuE uajpj aqj pi 
jpsuirq naaMjaq uoisuassip ou sea\ aaaqj, maAEajj jsure! 
aJEjiEAV stq ui uotjBiado-oa aanaas snqj jqSpu aq jnqj ‘pq 
oj spSuE pasnta paq aq se ‘uis oj ueui pajduiaj uejes 
•po^ oj uopisoddo n; pajran uaaq 3AEq pjnc 
Xpurej traranq ajoqA\ aqj ‘uejes jsuieSb Xjiuiua Suiqsuai 
30 pcajsui pun iuaAEajj jsuieSh aauBiip ue ojui paaaji 
aAEq ppiOA\ ueui pan uejes ‘pasodaajui Xjppads porj jc 
P C H •drqsuoraEdtuoa ajEjadsap ui ajran uaui paqoiA\ pi 
s[dSde uajpj ‘uosEaj siqj aog - 3 [diuExa srq Aioqoj oj sjaq 
Supnpui Xq JJOddns pan XqjsduiXs surejqo aq se jdaa: 
'jsai je jaAau si ajEjsods aqj, ‘XsEjsodE qSnoaqj qAa aniEo; 
qjog mis 30 jojeuiSuo aqj pun ueuj pijuis uaaA\jaq Xjiun 
ou XqEjnjEu sjsrxa aaaqj, mEjEg ipiAi ‘aounioEA je j< 
pun ‘XuouiJEq ur sem aq pun ‘fiAa aurcaaq ojujeu srq ‘ai 
auiAip aqj passaaSsuEJj ueui uaqAV -paurejaajua XpEonji 
jou si Xjiuiua srqj, 1( -Xjiuraa jnd qiAV i„ ‘saiEpap poo 
•qjjca aqj uodn oaij pjnoqs oqA\ ua 
30 saDEi aqj |p aSuSua oj jaipuoa juaoS aqj SuiAiopcqsaa 
puc ‘aunj 30 asop aqj oj saSE aqj qn SupEjqiua ‘Xoaqdo 
v osp seai 'd cm 30 [[ej aq? aajjE ccjEg jsuieSb paouni 
-oid aouajuas auiAip oqx ,,,'paq siq asmaq jpqs no 
pun ‘puaq Xqj asmaq jpqs jr :pa3s aaq puE paas Xqj uaaA\j 
pus ‘ueuiom aqj’ puE aaqj NHEAViaa axiivne ina 'nih\ 
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s ! S TO IIV 'siaMoqoj srq Aoojsap oj paqarM aqj ssaoui qjBap 
0} JsiiqQ jnd qarqM jurds aqx -ajdoad s.poQ ugiysui oj qaas 
s}U3§b siq op os ‘poo uodn qaBoidai jsBa oj paaoABapua 
objbs sy -jaafqo jraqj qsqduiooDB oj samjduas aqj jpAiad 
puB _ aiujsuoastui Aaqj ‘japaaj jiaqj aqrj -aanBiSanB jpqj 
xdojj uiaqj aitiqB puB ‘sjaMoqoj s.jsuqo aAiaaap bj qaas 
Aaqj pua srqj ox 'P°0 J° JuaunuaAoS aqj oj uoprsoddo 
ur uiopSmq srq dn ppiiq pnB AjuoqjnB srq qsqqBjsa oj 
uoipaqp siq japun SmqiOM A[jnB}suoa aiB sjubSe s.ubjbs 

..puorjnaasjad jajjns qBqs snsaj 
jsuqo m Ajpo3 aAq j[ta\ jBqj qy„ -pasBaa job sBq ssoaa 
aqj jo asuajjo aqx ‘aziuouiiBq jouubd ubjbs jo sjueaps 
aqj pQE jsuqo jo siaMoqoj aqx •nrearai siauuis pus uis sb 
S uo[ sb jsrxa jjiav ‘sajBaoApB sjr jo uoijnaasjad puB qoBOidaj 
puB ‘qjnij jo sajdrauud aind aqj jo paijEfi ‘sjaafqns srq puB 
ubjbs jo qjuxM aqj asnojB AjpajnssB qrM ‘uorjBjduiaj sjsrsai 
‘aAoqB uiojj qjSuaijs ui ‘puB ‘urs jo jajaBiBqa aAispidai 
aqj saas jaAaoq/^ -jajSBpq iraqj piBMOj pajsajiuBur sbm sb 
sia/Aoqoj s,jsuqo piBMOj pajsajiuBUi si Aquino ouibs aqx 

•qjnij jo uorduiBqo aqj jsuie3b 
paqdsuoa AsBjsodE jo sargiaua aqj qy ‘0301 jiao qjtM 
parnof sjagUB jua pnB ubjbs poQ jo uog aqj jsuieSb Ajrtuua 
paqoAa jBqj srqj sbm jj -ajdoad pmsnas ‘pnojd b oj jooadai 
jEnjadiad b sbm uorjOAap ssapqs puB jEruap-jjas jo ajq stjj 
•AjpoSun aqj jo paijBq aqj uirq jsutbSb qjioj pajpa jsuqo 
jo ssauqoq puB Ajund aqj jng -saSBjUBApB piBMjno asaqj 
jo qaBj aqj joj ajBsuaduioa UBqj aioxu pjnoM qaiqM jaMod 
passassod aq jBqj mbs Aaqx ‘uqq jaafai oj paj opm SM3f aqj 
jsqj ‘jnapuBig 10 ‘duiod ‘qj[B3M Ajpjjom jnoqjiM paiBaddn 
aq asnBoaq qonui os jou sbm jj -snsaf jo uorjdaaai s,pjJ0M 
aqj ur paABjdsrp AjSmqujs jsoui sbm uejbs jo juids aqj puB 
jsuq3 jo jurds aqj uaaMjaq sjsrxa jBqj uisjuoSbjub aqx 

•aAoqB uioij AnoqM ajdrauud b jo uorjBiado aqj sABjd 
-srp ‘urqjtM Abms pjaq aAEq jBqj suorssBd asoqj saanbooa 
puB sjstsai jaAaoqM ‘jr Sutaoj jo pBajsur ms joqqB oj naas 
si JaAaoqy^ ’jadinsn puB jubiAj aqj jsisai oj UBra saiqBua 
‘sjiBduii jsuqo qarqM jaMod aqx 'aacad uaaq pBq ojjaqjrq 
aiaqM joqjuoa sajBaio jnos aqj m aidrauud mou aqj jng 
•Surpprq srq op oj ApEai pao juBAjas b ‘ubjbs jo aAijdBa 
aqj anurjuoa pinoM ubui ‘PMod SuiMauai puB 30 bj 3 3a; 
-paAuoo srqj jnoqj;/^ ‘ubjes jsuib3b Ajiuraa ubui ui sajBOia 
qarqM jnos aqj ur sjUBidmr jsuqo J^qj aaBiS aqj sr jj 

1£P o UDlVg pUD UVJAl Ud3M}3g faming 


s; 01}M ‘gsuqo 30 pdsoS snouojS aqg go gqSq aqg gsaj ‘gou 
aAaqaq ipiqM roaqg jo spunu aqg papuqq qgnq ppoM stqg jo 
po8 sqx„ •Abuse pag puisj ujspoui oje jgouEur inqruirs e uj 
•uaqgEaq aqg qgtts uoigupossE uapptqjog ogui pamguaA Aaqg 
uaqA urs ogar paorjas sisai [ssjsg gaapuy -ppoM aqg uiojj 
taaqg sgEiEdas qoiqtt siatxreq aqg UA\op Sappaiq Aq po$ 
go agdogd oqg auiooiaAO og Sappas Aipnuiguoo si ucps 

qsrxa gsnui Aaqg pun 
‘cuaqg paguipddc pnq poo qSnoqg se sSurqg asaqg pjcSai 
oj mass pjioM. UEigsiiqo aqg puy -lapinui ‘uojgipas ‘agugs 
‘BOigeinuia ‘pajgnq Suiavos ‘saijrareg dn Soppjajq ‘uajpgnp 
puc ‘uauio/A ‘uaui go satpoq pun sgnos aqg Suraiiu aiaqA\ 
-Ama ‘Supnpas ‘ffutAiaaap ‘Supcagdiad ‘aaigsnf go sgmoa aqg 
m ‘s[punoD puoigpu aqg ni ‘saqojnqo aqg m ‘saigp jno go 
gaaggs Ajoas ut ‘pgoqastioq aqg go gnauigiEdap Aiaka m aoaa 
-said sjq Sujprugu; si ajg ’guauioui Ajsas qaBig iiaqg uodn 
si aog gutqiStA siqg ‘saoiAap siq go guEiooSi sib uaui ojrq/^ 

•aauagspra Aia a 

siq ojouSi og uiaas Aaqg ‘.Agaggqns stq go sSuiuieaa Aueui aqg 
gaagSau Aaqg ‘.ssaaons puE AgiAigoB pnuiguoo siq go saouap 
-TA3 aqg’ qoo[J3AO Aaqx ‘lidgnd aqg ui uorgaaui pgaappur *. 
he sdsqiad gdaoxa ‘UEgEg og aauaiagai e AgaDinos piEaq 
si aiaqg *pdso 3 aqg go siagsiuiur Suoure uoao pan ‘snEigsiiq^ 
passagoid Suomy ’sgiios go uoigtAjes aqg guaAaid og gsuq^ 
gsureSE Suujeaa si aq sguauiaAOUi gnjigtqs pun snngd paingBui 
-g[3M qgiAi gsqg pue ‘sgaStiE [;a 3 go spunu oqg sjoaguoo 
oqA\ ‘piauaS AgqStui u si Auiaua jiaqg gaqg Mouq gou op 
Aaqx '3iaq papngap sie sspnjiggnpq •qoinqo siq pan gsuq;} 
gsuinSc aingiEAv siq go guagxa gsnA aqg puo ‘aDigEUi pan 
i3A\od siq Surajoouoo aouciouS; gsaiS os si aiaqg astiEoaq 
‘sqioAV srq pus uejejj gsusSn Agroiua apggg si aiaqx 'ssauqiEp 
go aoutid aqg go laAiod aqg pan jagDEiEqo aqg og qgoq 
papnigq oie Aaqg ' pun ‘uis go AgiuSipui pun giAa Suipaaoxa. 
aqg azigcai gou op Aaqx 'souEgstsai pauraiagap puE aAisioap 
qgi/A -'gsiiqo, pip _se , ‘gi gaara gou op Aaqx ’JajSBjq Jiaqi 
og seav gi se ‘guauoqqE pun aAisgndai xuaqg og gou st u;s 
•ggiids stq go agngrgsap os axe Aaqg asnuoaq igsiiqo qgj.Vi uoig 
-oauuoo je3i agggig os aAEq Aaqg asunaag — g.guaiajitpui puE 
Adaags os gsgiqQ go siagpgos aqg oie Aq/A ^aouEgsisai aaguaiS 
ou qgr/A sgaaui aqgnqg gi si Aq/^. ’gcquioo aqg ogui jaAiod 
sgoqAV siq SAioiqg puff ‘saoiog siq ggu suoiuuins uejes 

•auiig go asop aqg og anurguoo qt/A siqg puy ,,'paas iaq 
put pass Aqg uaaAAgaq puu ‘ueujoaa aqg pun aaqg uaaMgaq 
Agiuiua gnd m* l„ ‘Aoaqdoid gsiig gsqg ui paMopEqsaiog 
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uouio[og ‘poQ uodn aonapnadap pnE jaXBjd jsaniBa Xg 

•painjinann pire jOEJongt 
sib oqM asoqj bjb nBqj jsuqo jo asnED aqj oj Xmana 
snojagnEp ajoui b uiiq sjapnaj' ajduiBxa poB aananjjm stq 
jo jajDBJBqo aAijdaoap ‘snoipisni aqx 'OBjEg jo spoBq aip in 
juaunujsai paqsqod b jnq si ‘job jbjouiuji ub sb papiBSaj Xj 
-noimnoa si jBqM oj doojs ;ou pjnoM oq/A sjanuBUi jnESBajd 
pan joaqajni pajnjpio jo ubui b Xubjaj qua joj jaMod 
b aiB osjb Xaqj jo ‘poo oj pajBjoasuoo aq jsnra Xaqj jnq 
inoigqaj anij jo joabj ui aonangni pjjaMod b jjaxa pjnoM 
Xaqj joj ‘UBijsuqo XjaAa jo jajoBJBqo aqj aoBjg pjnoqs 
saijijBnb asaqx 'aqBjsiui jajnaig b aiaqj sbm. laAajq 'jsuqo 
oj nrejjad ‘asnas auios ni ‘jsnni juauianijaj jo Xsajjnoo 
aqq sjBaddE qaiqAA jjb jBqj Xubui qjiAV sjiEAajd uoiuido 
aqx 'ainus e pan asjno b auiooaq Xaqj uaqj ‘uqq uiojj 
Xbmb pB3[ Xaqj ‘poo oj jaiBau jnos aqj gaiguuq jo pBajstn 
‘naqM ‘Xjaid jo aoB]d aqj Xjddns oj apBui ojb asaqj naq/A 
jnq ipoo jo sjjtg ajB ‘saAiastnaqj m paiapisnoa ‘ajnjjno 
pun juajBX 'joabj siq oj naui apijna jo ‘poo jo xcaj 
aqj jo aouasqB aqj joj anojB pjnoo saijijBnb asaqj ji sb ‘pajo 
-uoq pun paJiuipE ojb uoijBonpa pun juojbj jo sjossassod 
aqX qojjaoo siq japan Suiaq jo pajoadsns jSBaj bjb oq/A 
asoqj qSnojqj Xqnjssaaons jsora sjjjom najjo jajduiaj aqx 
•jajBj jo jauoos jjbj [[Bqs aM ‘uoijBjduiaj Japun saAjasjno 
aoB[d 9M ji jnq ‘.sn joajojd jjiay poo J^qJ - ams aq Xbuj om 
‘jjnoo s ( gnpj aqj ut jaruEQ se/a sb ‘jbijj ojni jqSnojq ojb 3M 
Xjnp jo Xba\ aqj ui uaq^ 'jajsBUi Jiaqj jboj oj asBao noos 
jjiav ‘nBjBg jo sjUBAjas aqj qjiM ajBioossB oj sasooqo oq/A 
®H 'OAisjndaJ ssaj jBaddB oj ji asnBo XjqEjiAam jjtav ms qjiM 
Xjubijiuiex 'Jsuqo oj pjjoaa aqj sjjaAnoo jaAau ji ipjJO/A aqj 
oj qojnqo aqj sjJaAuoo suiojsno Xjpjioaa oj Xjiuuojnoo 

•papnqq ajoui pnn ajoui gmuiooaq are Xaqj 
‘snoijOB pan ‘spjOM ‘jajoBJBqo m pjjoa\ aqj oj gmjEjiunssB 
aniij aqj jjb ajiqM pun :uiJBq uiaqj op oj pajEjnajEO si Xnud 
-inoo qons jsqj aas jonuBO Xaqx 'saXa Jiaqj J 3 AO gnuaAOO 
aAijdaoap siq SA\Eip XjiqjjBajs pun ‘moia ujojj jjasunq 
sjBaonoa ubjb§ 'uoijBjduiaj oj saAjasraaqj asodxa Xaqj ‘Soi 
-Aaqaqun puE Xjpognn aqj jo Xjaioos aqj asooqo suEijsuqo 
uaq/A. 'Ji jsuiBgB aouBjsisaj pauiuuajap pnB ‘nis jo paJjaq 
si ajaqj jJBaq paA\auai aqj nj 'ji asnoxa pun qsijaqa oj uop 
-isodsip b pus ‘ms jo sao[ si ajaqj jjnaq ajBjauagajnn aqj 
nj 'ubjbs jo sjUBAjas ojb jsuqo 3° sJaMoqoj papioap Jon 
ajB oqAV j[Y C(( 'maqj ojnn auiqs pjnoqs ‘poo 3° agEun aqj 
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•uejes put: uis 

JsuieSe apjuq aqj XpnjuBUi gqSij oj oSEjnoo qjiM sjaAiopog 
siq aiidsui p]noqs pajanbuoa saq jspqQ juqj gosg aqx -juaui 
-apjap lou jnq ‘XuoSe a sued ued oh 'ajEuiurEguoa jouubo 
aq jnq ‘ssaijsip Xeui oh - nis oj jnos aqj aojog oj jo piM aqj 
joijuod OJ j3M0d ou scq Jajduiaj aqx "uejes Xq oiuodjoao 
aq usa juasuoa ua\o srq jnoqjiM. ueui oh -ji qoos oqM 
pc oj qjSnajjs oaiS him JstjqQ uanbiioo oj sn jog oiqissod 
ji aqcra sauogajA asoqg tjiuqaq Jno ui jq3nog ojoa\ sapjuq 
osoqx ’joqjuoD Xjoao ui pasjndai sum oq jnq IsuopEjduiaj 
apqns gsoui puc gsaaiaig siq qq/A gsuqQ papESSE ubjes 

•suopEjduiaj puE sjeoj Xueui qjiM ‘puiui 
jo Xjpramq pE qjiM pioq oqj SuiAjas jo sqaads aq qaiqAV 
ui quag jo Xuounjsaj aqj ui uiof oj ajqE aq pu\ ‘ajdoad aqj 
ojojaq jstjqQ juasaid oj pus auo jua aqj jo suopdaaap aqj 
paAun oj Surqaas ‘poQ jo bsiieo aqj ui paSuSua XjaApau sje 
oqAV pv "UEjEg jo sqaujjE aqj joj jpuiu e gpsunq ojjeui aq 
piM Xpjns aioui aqj ‘uiajjEj auiAip aqj sajujiuii ircpsuq3 
aqj Xpuau aioui aqx "aoj ssapua|ai siqj qjiA\ gaiguoa ojui 
jqSnoiq aq piA\ snsaf A\opoj oj qaas oqA\ py ’qairiqa aqj 
jsuieSe uStudurea jsej siq joj Suuudaid a\ou si oh ’Xojjsap 
pus ssaiddo oj iaA\od siq Sutsiaiaxa uaaq suq Xuiaua 
jsai3 ano ‘auip umo mo oj uiupy go sXup aqj luojvj 

, u *pAap aqj jo sapA\ aqj jsuieSe 
pirejs oj 3[qu aq Xeui aX juqj ‘poQ go jooije ajoqA\ aqj uo 
jnp,, c „ - jnoAap Xeui aq tuoq/A Sutqaas pnoqE qjaqpjM ‘uop 
Suueoi E se ‘[iAop aqj XiEsiaApB inoX asnuoaq ‘.juejiSia aq 
‘xaqos ag„ :auip juo oj saunjuaa aqj uA\op. Suipunos si 3ui 
-uibay paiidsui aqx ,„'saaE]d qSiq ui sjuids paqoiAS. jsuieSe 
‘PJIoav siqj jo ssamprep aqj jo sjajm aqj jsuieSe ‘siaAiod 
jsuieSe ‘sapipidiauud jsuieSe jnq ‘poojq puB qsap jsuieSe 
jou apsaxM.,, Xaqj juqj jaSxoj joaou suupsijqQ jaj ‘jdej aqj 
oj spuiui xiaqj pupq oj Supjaas Xijuejsuod si ueje§ ap.qA\ 
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“the mark of the beast.” 1 It has . been shown that the ' 
United States is the power represented by the beast with - 
lamb-like horns, and that, this prophecy will be fulfilled 
when the United States shall enforce Sunday observance, ' 
which Rome claims as the special acknowledgment of. her 
supremacy. But in this homage to papacy the United States \ 
will not be alone. The influence of Rome in the countries 
that once acknowledged her dominion, is still far from 
being destroyed. And prophecy foretells a restoration of 
her power. “I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to' 
death; and his deadly wound was healed; and all the world 
wondered after the beast.” 5 The infliction of the deadly 
wound points to the abolition of the papacy in 1798. After 
this, says the prophet, “His deadly wound was healed; and 
all the world wondered after the beast” Paul states plainly 
that the man of sin will continue until the second advent.'. 
To the very close of time he will carry forward his work of 
deception. And the Revelator declares, also referring to the 
papacy, “All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, 
whose names are not written in the book of life.”” In 
both the Old and the New World, papacy will receive 
homage in the honor paid to the Sunday institution, that 
rests solely upon the authority of the Romish Church. 

For about forty years, students of prophecy in the 
United States have presented this testimony to the world. 
In the events now taking place is seen a rapid advance 
toward the fulfillment of the prediction. With Protestant 
teachers there is the same claim of divine authority for 
Sunday-keeping, and the same lack of scriptural evidence, 
as with the papist leaders who fabricated miracles to supply 
the place of a command from God. The assertion that 
God’s judgments are visited upon men for their violation of 
the Sunday-sabbath, will be repeated; already it is begin- 
ning to be urged. And a movement to enforce Sunday 
observance is fast gaining ground. 

Marvelous in her shrewdness and cunning is the Romish 
Church. She can read what is to be. She bides her time, 
seeing that the Protestant churches are paying her homage 
in their acceptance of the false Sabbath, and that they are 
preparing to enforce it by the very means which she herself 
employed in by-gone days. Those who reject the light of 
truth will yet seek the aid of this self-styled infallible power 
to exalt an institution that originated with her. How readily 

: Rcv. 13:11-16. 

“2 Thess. 2:8. 


’Rev. 13:3. 
”Rev. 13:8. 


THE IMPENDING CONFLICT— ITS CAUSES 


~rom the very beginning of the great controversy in 
leaven, it has been Satan’s purpose to overthrow the law 
>f God. It was to accomplish this that he entered upon his 
•ebellion against the Creator; and though he was cast out 
>f Heaven, he has continued the same warfare upon the 
:arth. To deceive men, and thus lead them to transgress 
jod’s law, is the object which he has steadfastly pursued. 
rVhether this be accomplished by casting aside the law 
^together, or by rejecting one of its precepts, the result 
vill be ultimately the same. He that offends “in one point,” 
naifests contempt for the whole law; his influence and 
ixample are on the side of transgression; he becomes 
‘guilty of all."' 

In seeking to cast contempt upon the divine statues, 
5atan has perverted the doctrines of the Bible, and errors 
rave thus become incorporated into the faith of thousands 
vho profess to believe the Scriptures. The last great con- 
flict between truth and error is but the final struggle of the 
ong-standing controversy concerning the law of God. 
Upon this battle we are now entering, — a battle between 
he laws of men and the precepts of Jehovah, between the 
religion of the Bible and the religion of fable and tradition. 

The agencies which will unite against truth and right- 
eousness in this contest are now actively at work. God’s 
holy Word, which has been handed down to us at such a 
:ost of suffering and blood, is but little valued. The Bible is 
within the reach of all, but there are few who really accept 
t as the guide of life. Infidelity prevails to an alarming 
extent, not in the world merely, but in the church. Many 
have come to deny doctrines which are the very pillars of 
!he Christian faith. The great facts of creation as presented 
by the inspired writers, the fall of man, the atonement, and 
Lhe perpetuity of the law of God, are practically rejected, 
either wholly or in part, by a large share of the professedly 
Christian world. Thousands who pride themselves upon 
their wisdom and independence regard it an evidence of 
weakness to place implicit confidence in the Bible; they 
think it a proof of superior talent and learning to cavil at 


Tames 2: 10. 


496 * The Great Controversy 

the Scriptures, and to spiritualize and explain away their 
most important truths. Many ministers arc teaching their 
people, and many professors and teachers arc instructing 
their students, that the law of God has been changed or 
abrogated; and those who regard its requirements as still 
valid, to lie literally obeyed, are thought to be deserving 
only of ridicule or contempt. 

In rejecting the truth, men reject its Author. In tram- 
pling upon the law of God, they deny the authority of the 
Lawgiver. It is as easy to make an idol of false doctrines 
and theories os to fashion an idol of wood or stone. By 
misrepresenting the attributes of God, Satan leads men to 
conceive of him in a false character. With many, a philo- 
sophical idol is enthroned in the place of Jehovah; while 
the living God, as he is revealed in his Word, in Christ, 
and in the works of creation, is worshiped by but few. 
Thousands defy nature, while they deny the God of na- 
ture. Though in a different form, idolatry exists in the Christ- 
ian world to-day as verily as it existed among ancient 
Israel in the days of Elijah. The god of many professedly 
wise men, of philosophers, poets, politicians, journalists, — 
the god of polished fashionable circles, of many col- 
leges and universities, even of some theological institutions, 
— is little better titan Baal, the sun-god of Phenicia. 

No error accepted by the Christian world strikes more 
boldly against the authority of Heaven, none is more direct- 
ly opposed to the dictates of reason, none is more pernici- 
ous in its results, than the modern doctrine, so rapidly 
gaining ground, that God’s law is no longer binding 
upon men. Every nation has its laws, which command 
respect and obedience; no government could exist without 
them; and can it be conceived that the Creator of the 
heavens and the earth has no law to govern the beings he 
has made? Suppose that prominent ministers were publicly 
to teach that the statutes which govern their land and pro- 
tect the rights of its citizens were not obligatory, — that they 
restricted the liberties of the people, and therefore ought 
not to be obeyed; how long would such men be tolerated 
in the pulpit? But is it a graver offense to disregard the 
laws of States and nations than to trample upon those 
divine precepts which are the foundation of all government? 

It would be far more consistent for nations to abolish 
their statutes, and permit the people to do as they please, 
than for the Ruler of the universe to annul his law, and 
leave the world without a standard to condemn the guilty 
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or justify the obedient. Would we know the result of 
making void the law of God? The experiment has been 
tried. Terrible were the scenes enacted in France when 
atheism became the controlling power. It was then demon- 
strated to the world that to throw offjthe restraints which 
God has imposed is to accept the rule of the cruelest of 
tyrants. When the standard of righteousness is set aside, the 
way is open for the prince of evil to establish his power in 
the earth. 

Wherever the divine precepts are rejected, sin ceases to 
appear sinful, or righteousness desirable. Those who refuse 
to submit to the government of God are wholly unfitted to 
govern themselves. Through their pernicious teachings, the 
spirit of insubordination is implanted in the hearts of 
children and youth, who are naturally impatient of control; 
and lawless, licentious state of society results. While 
scoffing at the credulity of those who obey the require- 
ments of God, the multitudes eagerly accept the delusions 
of Satan. They give the rein to lust, and practice the sins 
which have called down judgments upon the heathen. 

Those who teach the people to lightly regard the com- 
mandments of God, sow disobedience, to reap disobed- 
ience. Let the restraint imposed by the divine law be 
wholly cast aside, and human laws would soon be disre- 
garded. Because God forbids dishonest practices, coveting, 
lying, and defrauding, men are ready to trample upon his 
statutes as a hindrance to their worldly prosperity; but the 
results of banishing these precepts would be such as they 
do not anticipate. If the law were not binding, why should 
any fear to transgress? Property would no longer be safe. 
Men would obtain their neighbor’s possessions by violence; 
and the strongest would become richest. Life itself would 
not be respected. The marriage vow would no longer stand 
as a sacred bulwark to protect the family. He who had the 
power, would, if he desired, take his neighbor’s wife by 
violence. The fifth commandment would be set aside with 
the fourth. Children would not shrink, from taking the life 
of their parents, if by so doing they could obtain the desire 
of their corrupt hearts. The civilized world would become 
a horde of robbers and assassins; and peace, rest, and 
happiness would be banished from the earth. 

Already the doctrine that men are released from obedi- 
ence to God’s requirements has weakened the force of 
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and taken positions which have sown broadcast the seeds 
of skepticism. Clinging to the papal error of natural 
immortality and man’s consciousness in death, they have 
rejected tire only defense against the delusions of Spiritual- 
ism. The doctrine of eternal torment has led many to 
disbelieve the Bible. And as the claims of the fourth 
commandment are urged upon the people, it is found that 
the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath is enjoined; and 
as the only way to free themselves from a duty which they 
are unwilling to perform, popular teachers declare that the 
law of God is no longer binding. Thus they cast away the 
law and the Sabbath together. As the work of Sabbath 
reform extends, this rejection of the divine law to avoid the 
claims of the fourth commandment will become well-nigh 
universal. The teachings of religious leaders have opened the 
door to infidelity, to Spiritualism, and to contempt for God's 
holy law, and upon these leaders rests a fearful responsibility 
for the iniquity that exists in the Christian world. 

Yet this very class put forth the claim that the fast- 
spreading corruption is largely attributable to the desecra- 
tion of the so-called “Christian Sabbath,” and that the 
enforcement of Sunday observance would greatly improve 
the morals of society. This claim is especially urged in 
America, where the doctrine of the true Sabbath has been 
most widely preached. Here the temperance work, one of 
the most prominent and important of moral reforms, is 
often combined with the Sunday movement, and the advo- 
cates of the latter represent themselves as laboring to 
promote the highest interest of society; and those who 
refuse to unite with them are denounced as the enemies of 
temperance and reform. But the fact that a movement to 
establish error is connected with a work ivhich is in itself 
good, is' not an argument in favor of the error. We may 
disguise poison by mingling it with wholesome food, but 
we do not change its nature. On the contrary, it is rendered 
more dangerous, as it is more likely to be taken unawares. 
It is one of Satan’s devices to combine with falsehood just 
enough truth to give it plausibility. The leaders of the 
Sunday movement may advocate reforms which the people 
need, principles which are in harmony with the Bible, yet 
while there is with these a requirement which is contrary to 
God’s law, his servants cannot unite with them. Nothing 
can justify them in setting aside the commandments of 
God for the precepts of men. 
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sou!, and Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people 
under his deceptions. While the former lays the foundation 
of Spiritualism, the latter creates a bond of sympathy with 
Rome. The Protestants of the United States will be fore- 
most in stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the 
band of Spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to 
clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the in- 
fluence of this threefold union, this country will follow in 
the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience. 

As Spiritualism more closely imitates the nominal Chris- 
tianity of the day, it has greater power to deceive and 
ensnare. Satan himself is converted, after the modern order 
of things. He will appear in the character of an angel of 
light. Through the agency of Spiritualism, miracles will be 
wrought, the sick will be healed, and many undeniable 
wonders will be performed. And as the spirits will profess 
faith in the Bible, and manifest respect for the institutions 
of the church, their work will be accepted as a manifesta- 
tion of divine power. 

The line of distinction between professed Christians and 
the ungodly is now hardly distinguishable. Church- 
members love what the world loves, and are ready to join 
with them; and Satan determines to unite them in one 
body, and thus strengthen his cause by sweeping all into 
the ranks of Spiritualism. Papists, who boast of miracles as 
a certain sign of the true church, will be readily deceived 
- r<v;by this wonder-working power; and Protestants, having 
; . ' ast away the shield of truth, will also be deluded. Papists, 
V ' otestants, and worldlings will alike accept the form of 
'godliness without the power, and they will see in this union 
, ‘ a grand movement for the conversion of the world, and the 
'■ ushering in of the long-expected millennium. 

Through Spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefactor of 
the race, healing the diseases of the people, and professing 
to present a new and more exalted system of religious 
faith; but at the same time he works as a destroyer. His 
temptations are leading multitudes to ruin. Intemperance 
dethrones reason; sensual indulgence, strife, and bloodshed 
follow. Satan delights in war; for it excites the worst 
passions of the soul, and then sweeps into eternity its 
victims steeped in vice and blood. It is his object to incite 
the nations to war against one another; for he can thus 
divert the minds of the people from the work of prepara- 
tion to stand in the day of God. j 

Satan works through the elements also to gamer his 
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harvest of unprepared souls. He has studied the secrets of 
the laboratories of nature,- and he uses all his power to 
control the elements as far as God allows. When he was 
suffered to afflict Job, how quickly flocks and herds, 
servants, houses, children, were swept away, one trouble 
succeeding another as in a moment. It is God that shields 
his creatures, and hedges them in from the power of the 
destroyer. But the Christian world have shown contempt 
for the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what he 
has declared that he would, he will withdraw his blessings 
from the earth, and remove his protecting care from those 
who are rebelling against his law, and teaching and forcing 
others to do the same. Satan has control of all whom God 
does not especially guard. He will favor and prosper some, 
in order to further his own designs, and he will bring 
trouble upon others, and lead men to believe that it is God 
who is afflicting them. 

While appearing to the children of men as a great 
physician who can heal all their maladies, he will bring 
disease and disaster, until populous cities are reduced to 
ruin and desolation. Even now he is at work. In accidents 
and calamities by sea and by land, in great conflagrations, 
in fierce tornadoes and terrific hail-storm, in tempests, 
floods, cyclones, tidal waves, and earthquakes, in every 
place and in a thousand forms, Satan is exercising his 
power. He sweeps away the ripening harvest, and famine 
and distress follow. He imparts to the air a deadly taint, 
and thousands perish by the pestilence. These visitations 
are to become more and more frequent and disastrous. 
Destruction will be upon both man and beast. “The earth 
moumeth and fadeth away,” “the haughty people ... do 
languish. The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants 
thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed 
the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.” 3 

And then the great deceiver will persuade men that those 
who serve God are causing these evils. The class that have 
provoked the displeasure of Heaven will charge all their 
troubles upon those whose obedience to God’s command- 
ments is a perpetual reproof to transgressors. It will be 
declared that men are offending God by the violation of 
the Sunday-sabbath, that this sin has brought calamities 
which will not cease until Sunday observance shall be 
strictly enforced, and that those who present the claims of 
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the fourth commandment, thus destroying reverence for 
Sunday, are troublers of the people, preventing their rest- 
oration to divine favor and temporal prosperity. Thus the 
accusation urged of old against the servant of God will.be 
repeated, and upon grounds equally well established. “And 
it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said 
unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? And he 
answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy 
father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments 
of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim.”* As the 
wrath of the people shall be excited by false charges, they 
will pursue a course toward God’s ambassadors very simi- 
lar to that which apostate Israel pursued toward Elijah. 

The miracle-working power manifested through Spiritual- 
ism will exert its influence against those who choose to 
obey God rather than men. Communications from the 
spirits will declare that God has sent them to convince the 
rejecters of Sunday of their error, affirming that the laws 
of the land should be obeyed as the law of God. They will 
lament the great wickedness in the world, and second the 
testimony of religious teachers, that the degraded state of 
morals is caused by the desecration of Sunday. Great will 
e the indignation excited against all who refuse to accept 
leir testimony. 

Satan’s policy in this final conflict with God’s people is 
le same that he employed in the opening of the great 
Dntroversy in Heaven. He professed to ''be seeking to 
romote the stability of the divine government, while 
:cretly bending every effort to secure its overthrow. And 
ie very work which he was thus endeavoring to accom- 
lish, he charged upon the loyal angels. The same policy of 
eception has marked the history of the Romish Church, It 
ns professed to act as the vicegerent of Heaven, while 
:eking to exalt itself above God, and to change his law. 
Inder the rule of Rome, those who suffered death fur 
leir fidelity to the gospel were denounced as evil-doers; 
ley were declared to be in league with Satan; and every 
ossible means was employed to cover them with reproach, 
> cause them to appear, in the eyes of the people, and 
/en to themselves, as the vilest of criminals. So it will be 
aw. While Satan seeks to destroy those who honor God’s 
w he will cause them to be accused as law-breakers, as 

*1 Kings 18:17, 18. 
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men who are dishonoring God, and bringing judgments 
upon the world. 

God never forces the will or the conscience; but Satan s 
constant resort — to gain control of those whonv he cannot 
otherwise seduce — is compulsion by cruelty. Through fear 
or force he endeavors to rule the conscience, and to secure 
homage to himself. To accomplish this, he works through 
both religious and secular authorities, moving them to the 
enforcement of human laws in defiance of the law of God. 

Those who honor the Bible Sabbath will be denounced 
as enemies of law and order, as breaking down the moral 
restraints of society, causing anarchy and corruption, and 
calling down the judgments of God upon the earth. Their 
conscientious scruples will be pronounced obstinacy, stub- 
bornness, and contempt of authority. They will be accused 
of disaffection toward the government. Ministers who deny 
the obligation of the divine law will present from the pulpit 
the duty of yielding obedience to the civil authorities as 
ordained of God. In legislative halls and courts of justice, 
commandment-keepers will be misrepresented and con- 
demned. A false coloring will be given to their words; the 
worst construction will be put upon their motives. 

As the Protestant churches reject the clear, scriptural 
arguments in defense of God’s law, they will long to silence 
those whose faith they cannot overthrow by the Bible. 
Though they blind their own eyes to the fact, they are now 
adopting a course which will lead to the persecution of 
those who conscientiously refuse to do what the rest of the 
Christian world are doing, and acknowledge the claims of 
the papal Sabbath. 

The dignitaries of church and State will unite to bribe, 
persuade, or compel all classes to honor the Sunday. The 
lack of divine authority will be supplied by oppressive 
enactments. Political corruption is destroying love of jus- 
tice and regard for truth; and even in free America, rulers 
and legislators, in order to secure public favor, will yield to 
the popular demand for a law enforcing Sunday observ- 
ance Liberty of conscience, which has cost so great a 
sacrifice, will no longer be respected. In the soon-coming 
conflict we shall see exemplified the prophet’s words: “The 
aragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war 

ith the remnant of her seed, which keep the command- 
ments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ” 5 




THE SCRIPTURES A SAFEGUARD 

“To the lmv and to the testimony. If they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them.” 1 The people of God are directed to the Scriptures 
as their safeguard against the influence of false teachers 
and the delusive power of spirits of darkness. Satan em- 
ploys every possible device to prevent men from obtaining 
a knowledge of the Bible; for its plain utterances reveal his 
deceptions. At every revival of God’s work, the prince of 
evil is aroused to more intense activity; he is now putting 
forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle against Christ 
and his followers. The last great delusion is soon to open 
before us. Antichrist is to perform his marvelous works in 
our sight. So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true, 
that it will be impossible to distinguish between them 
except by the Holy Scriptures, By their testimony every 
statement and every miracle must be tested. 

Those who endeavor to obey all the commandments of 
God will be opposed and derided. They can stand only in 
God. In order to endure the trial before them, they must 
understand the will of God as revealed in his Word; they 
can honor him only as they have a right conception of his 
character, government, and purposes, and act in accord- 
\ ance with them. None but those who have fortified the 
i|?mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last 
K ‘ great conflict. To every soul will come the searching test. 
Shall I obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is even 
now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock of God's im- 
mutable Word? Are we prepared to stand firm in defense 
of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus? 

Before his crucifixion, the Saviour explained to his 
disciples that he was to be put to death, and to rise again 
from the tomb; and angels were present to impress his 
words on minds and hearts. But the disciples were looking 
for temporal deliverance from the Roman yoke, and they 
could not tolerate the thought that He in whom all their 
hopes centered should suffer an ignominious death. The. 
words which they needed to remember were banished from 
their minds; and when the time of trial came, it found 
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them unprepared. The death of Jesus as fully destroyed 
their hopes as if he had not forewarned them. So in the 
prophecies the future is opened before us as plainly as it 
was' opened to the disciples by the words of Christ. The 
events connected with the close of probation and the work 
of preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly pre- 
sented. But multitudes have no more understanding of 
these important truths than if they had never been re- 
vealed.. Satan watches to catch away every impression that 
would make them wise unto salvation, and the time of 
trouble will find them unready. 

When God sends to men warnings so important that 
they are represented as proclaimed by holy angels flying in 
the midst of heaven, he requires every person endowed 
with reasoning powers to heed the message. The fearful 
judgments denounced against the worship of the beast and 
his image, 2 should lead all to a diligent study of the 
prophecies to learn what the mark of the beast is, and how 
they are to avoid receiving it. But the masses of the people 
turn away their ears from hearing the truth, and are turned 
unto fables. The apostle Paul declared, looking down to the 
last days, “The time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine.”* That time has fully come. The multi- 
tudes do not want Bible truth, because it interferes with the 
desires of the sinful, world-loving heart; and Satan supplies 
the deceptions which they love. 

But God will have a people upon the earth to maintain 
the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of all 
doctrines, and the basis of all reforms. The opinions of 
learned men, the deductions of science, the creeds or 
decisions of ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and dis- 
cordant as are the churches which they represent, the 
voice of the majority, — not one or all of these should be 
regarded as evidence for or against any point of religious 
faith. Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we should 
demand a plain “Thus saith the Lord” in its support, 

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to 
man in the place of God. He leads the people to look to bish- 
ops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their guides, 
instead of searching the Scriptures to learn their duty for 
themselves. Then, by controlling the minds of these leaders, 
he can influence the multitudes according to his will. 

When Christ came to speak the words of life, the com- 
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Ste of faith which they hold too tot they were so 
instructed by their religious leaders. They pass by the 
Saviour’s teachings almost unnoticed, and place implicit 
confidence in the words of the ministers. But are ministers 
infallible'! How can we trust out souls to their guidance 
unless we know from God’s Word that they are light- 
bearers? A lack of moral courage to step aside from the 
beaten track of the world, leads many to follow in the steps 
of learned men; and by their reluctance to investigate for 
. themselves, they are becoming hopelessly fastened in the 
chains of error. They see that the truth for this time is 
plainly brought to view in the Bible, and they feel the 
power of the Holy Spirit attending its proclamation; yet 
they allow the opposition of the clergy to turn them from 
the light. Though reason and conscience are convinced, 
these deluded souls dare not think differently from the 
minister; and their individual judgment, their eternal inter- 
ests, are sacrificed to the unbelief, the pride and prejudice, 
of another; 

Many are the ways by which Satan works through 
human influence to bind his captives. He secures multi- 
tudes to himself by attaching them by the silken cords of 
affection to those who are enemies of the cross of Christ. 
Whatever this attachment may be, parental, filial, conjugal, 
or social, the effect is the same; the opposers of truth exert 
their power to control the conscience, and the souls held 
under their sway have not sufficient courage ,or independ- 
ence to obey their own convictions of duty. 

The truth and the glory of God are inseparable; it is 
impossible for us, with the Bible within our reach,. to 
honor God by erroneous opinions. Many claim that it 
matters not what one believes, if his life is only right 
But tho life is moulded by the faith. If light and truth are 
within our reach, and we neglect to improve the privilege 
ot hearing and seeing it, we virtually reject it; we are 
choosing darkness rather than light. 

is , a way that seem eth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death.” 1 Ignorance is no 
excuse for error or sin, when there is every opportunity to 

know the will of God. A man is travelincr 

Plata - 
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guideboard, and tabes whichever road seems to him to be 
right, he may be ever so sincere, but will in all probability 
find himself on the wrong road. ' 

God has given us his Word that we may become 
acquainted with its teachings, and know for ourselves what 
he requires of us. When the lawyer came to Jesus with the 
inquiry, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” the 
Saviour referred him to the Scriptures, saying, ‘What is 
written in the law? how readest thou?” Ignorance will not 
excuse young or old, or release them from the punishment 
due for the transgression of God’s law, because there is in 
their hands a faithful presentation of that law and of its 
principles and its claims. It is not enough to have good 
intentions; it is not enough to do what a man thinks is 
right, or what the minister tells him is right. His soul’s 
salvation is at stake, and he should search the Scriptures 
for himself. However strong may be his conviction, how- 
ever confident he may be that the minister knows what is 
truth, this is not his foundation. He has a chart pointing 
out every waymark on the heavenward journey, and he 
ought not to guess at anything. 

It is the first and highest duty of every rational being to 
learn from the Scriptures what is truth, and then to walk in 
the light, and encourage others to follow his example. We 
should day by day study the Bible diligently, weighing 
every thought, and comparing scripture with scripture. 
With divine help, we are to form our opinions for our- 
. selves, as we are to answer for ourselves before God. . 

' The truths most plainly revealed in the Bible have been 
involved in doubt and darkness by learned men, who, with 
a pretense of great wisdom, teach that the Scriptures have 
a mystical, a secret, spiritual meaning not apparent in the 
language employed. These men are false teachers. It was to 
such a class that Jesus declared, “Ye know not the Scrip- 
tures, neither the power of God,” 1 The language of the 
Bible should be explained according to its obvious mean- 
ing, unless a symbol or figure is employed. Christ has given 
the promise, “If any man will do His will, he shall know of 
the doctrine.”” If men would but take the Bible as if reads, 
if there were no false teachers to mislead and confuse their 
minds, a work would be accomplished that would make an- 
gels glad, and that would bring into the fold of Christ 
thousands upon thousands who are now wandering in error. 

*Prov. 16:25. “Mark 12:24. ‘John 7:17. 
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We should exert all the powers of the mind in the study 
of the Scriptures, and should task the understanding to 
comprehend, as far as mortals can, the deep things of God: 
yet we must not forget that the docility and submission of a 
child is the true spirit of the learner. Scriptural difficulties 
can never be mastered by the same methods that arc 
employed in grappling with philosophical problems. We 
should not engage in the study of the Bible with that 
If-reliance with which so many enter the domains of 
ience, but with a prayerful dependence upon God, and a 
ncere desire to learn his will. We must come with a 
umble and teachable spirit to obtain knowledge from the 
xcat I AM. Otherwise, evil angels will so blind our minds 
ind harden our hearts that we shall not be impressed by 
fee truth. 

Many a portion of Scripture which learned men pro- 


wince a mystery, or pass over as unimportant, is full of 
comfort and instruction to him who has been taught in the 
school of Christ. One reason why many theologians have 
M clearer understanding of God’s Word is, they close their 
•ves to truths which they do not wish to practice. An 
understanding of Bible truth depends not so much on the 
pwer of intellect brought to the search as on the single- 
nets of purpose, the earnest longing after righteousness. 

The Bible should never be studied without prayer. The 
. Holy Spirit alone can cause us to feel the importance of 
fi ' things easy to be understood, or prevent as from 
ting truths difficult of comprehension. It is the office 
javenly angels to prepare the heart to so comprehend 
,'s Word that we shall be charmed with its beauty, 
ionished by its warnings, or animated and strengthened 
its promises. Wc should make the psalmist s petition 
: own- “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
:-Jrous things out of thy law.’’ 1 Temptations often 
:sir irresistible because, through neglect of prayer and 
is study of the Bible, the tempted one cannot readily 
saber God’s promises and meet Satan with the Scrip- 
weapons. But angels are round about those whome 

to be taught in ^ ^"remembrance the 

^-■■itMcessitv. thev will bring to tn». _ _i u 
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Jesus promised his disciples, “The Comforter, the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my. name, he shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.’” But the teach- 
ings of Christ must previously have been stored in the 
mind, in order for the Spirit of God to bring them to our 
remembrance in the. time of peril. “Thy Word, have I hid in 
mine heart,” said David, “that I might not sin against 
thee.”” 

All who value their eternal interests should be on their 
guard against the inroads of skepticism. The very pillars of 
truth will be assailed. It is impossible to keep beyond the 
reach of the sarcasms and sophisms, the insidious and 
pestilent teachings, of modern infidelity. ' Satan adapts his 
temptations to all classes. He assails the illiterate with a jest 
or sneer, while he meets the educated with scientific 
objections and philosophical reasoning, alike calculated to 
excite distrust or contempt of the Scriptures. Even youth of 
little experience presume to insinuate doubts concerning 
the fundamental principles of Christianity. And this youth- 
ful infidelity, shallow as it is, has its influence. Many are 
thus led to jest at the faith of their fathers, and to do 
despite to the Spirit of grace.” Many a life that promised 
to be an honor to God and a blessing to the world, has 
been blighted by the foul breath of infidelity. All who trust 
to the boastful decisions of human reason, and imagine 
.that they can explain divine mysteries, and arrive at truth 
'.rihaided by the wisdom of God, are entangled in the snare 

,J .rx • 

We are living in the most solemn period of this world’s 
>ry. The destiny of earth’s teeming multitudes is about 
to be decided. Our own future well-being, and also the 
salvation of other souls, depends upon the course which we 
now pursue. We need to be guided by the Spirit of truth. 
Every follower of Christ should earnestly inquire, “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” We need to humble 
ourselves before the Lord, with fasting and prayer, and to 
meditate much upon his Word, especially upon the scenes 
of the Judgment. We should now seek a deep and living 
experience in the things of God. We have not a moment to 
lose. Events of vital importance are taking place around us; 
we are on Satan’s enchanted ground. Sleep not, sentinels of 


’John 14:26. 
“Heb. 10:29. 


”Ps. 119:11. 
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God; the foe is lurking near, ready at any moment, should 
you become lax and drowsy, to spring upon you and make 
you his prey. 

Many are deceived as to their true condition before 
God. They congratulate themselves upon the wrong acts 
which they do not commit, and forget to enumerate the 
good and noble deeds which God requires of them, but 
which they have neglected to perform. It is not enough that 
they are trees in the garden of God. They are to answer his 
expectation by bearing fruit. He holds them accountable 
for their failure to accomplish all the good which they 
could have done, through his grace strengthening them. In 
the books of Heaven they are registered as cumberers of 
the ground. Yet the case of even this class is not utterly 
hopeless. With those who have slighted God’s mercy and 
abused his grace, the heart of long-suffering love yet 
pleads. “Wherefore he saith, Awake, thou that steepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See 
then that ye walk circumspectly, ... redeeming the, time, 
because the days are evil.’” 5 

When the testing time shall come, those who have made 
God's Word their rule of life will be revealed. In summer 
there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and 
other trees; but when the blasts of winter come, the 
evergreens remain 'unchanged, while other trees are 
stripped of their foliage. So the false-hearted professor may 
not now be distinguished from the real Christian, but the 
time is just upon us when the difference will be apparent. 
Let opposition arise, let bigotry and intolerance again bear 
sway, let persecution be kindled, and the half-hearted and 
hypocritical will waver and yield the faith; but the true 
Christian will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his 
hope brighter, than in days of prosperity. 

Says the psalmist: “Thy testimonies are my meditation.” 
“Through the precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate 
every false way.”" 

“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom.” “He shall be as 
a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her 
roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but 
her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year 
ot drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.” 1 * 


"Eph. 5:14-16. 


“Ps. 119:99 



THE FINAL WARNING 

“I saw another angel come down .-from Heaven, hav- 
ing great power; and the earth was lightened with his 
glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, 
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the 
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and 
a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” “And I heard 
another voice from Heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues.” 1 

This scripture points forward to a time when the an- 
nouncement of the fall of Babylon, as made by the second 
angel 5 of Revelation 14, is to be repeated, with the 
-•^tional mention of the corruptions which have been 
ring the various organizations that constitute Babylon, 
e that message was first given, in the summer of 1844. 
errible condition of the religious world is here de- 
jed. With every rejection of truth, the minds of the 
>le will become darker, their hearts more stubborn, 

I they are entrenched in an infidel hardihood. In 
mce of the warnings which God has given, they will 
inue to trample upon one of the precepts of the 
ilogue, until they are led to persecute those who hold it 
ed. Christ is set at naught in the contempt placed upon 
Word and his people. As the teachings of Spiritualism 
accepted by the churches, the restraint imposed upon 
carnal heart is removed, and the profession of religion 
become a cloak to conceal the basest iniquity. A belief 
spiritual manifestations opens the door to seducing 
ts, and doctrines of devils, and thus the influence of 
angels will be felt in the churches, 
f Babylon, at the tifne brought to view in this proph- 
it is declared, “Her sins have reached unto heaven, 
God hath remembered her iniquities.” 5 She has filled 
he measure of her guilt, and destruction is about to fall 
i her. But God still has a people in Babylon; and 
re the visitation of his judgments, these faithful ones 
t be called out, that they “partake not of her sins, and 
ive not of her plagues.” Hence the movement symbol- 

J Rev. 18:1,2,4. *Rev. 14:8. *Rcv. 18:5. 
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ized by, the angel coming down from Heaven, lightening 
the earth with his glory, and crying mightily with a strong 
voice, announcing the sins of Babylon. In connection with 
his message the call is heard, “Come out of her, my 
people.” These announcements, uniting with the third an- 
gefs message, constitute the final warning to be given to 
the inhabitants of the earth. 

Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be brought. 
The powers of earth, uniting to war against the command- 
ments of God, will decree that all, “both small and great, 
rich and poor, free and bond,” 4 shall conform to the 
customs of the church by the observance of the false 
sabbath. All who refuse compliance will be visited with 
civil penalties, and it will finally be declared that they are 
deserving of death. On the other hand, the law of God 
enjoining the Creator’s rest-day demands obedience, and 
threatens wrath against all who transgress its precepts. 

With the issue thus clearly brought before him, whoever 
shall trample upon God’s law to obey a human enactment, 
receives the mark of the beast; he accepts the sign of 
allegiance to the power which he chooses to obey instead 
of God. The warning from Heaven is, “If any man worship 
the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his 
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation.” 5 

But not one is made to suffer the wrath of God until the 
truth has been brought home to his mind and conscience, 
and has been rejected. There are many who have never had 
an opportunity to hear the special truths for this time. The 
obligation of the fourth commandment has never been set 
before them in its true light. He who reads every heart, and 
tries every motive, will leave none who desire a knowledge 
of the truth, to be deceived as to the issues of the 
controversy. The decree is not to be urged upon the people 
blindly. Every one is to have sufficient light to make his 
decision intelligently. 

The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty; for it is the 
point of truth especially controverted. When the final test 
shafi be brought to bear upon men, then the line of 
distinction will be drawn between those who serve God and 
those who serve him not. While the observance of the false 
sabbath in compliance with the law of the State, contrary 
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to the fourth commandment, will be an avowal of alle- 
giance to a power that is in opposition to God, the keeping 
of the true Sabbath, in obedience to God’s law, is an 
evidence of loyalty to the Creator. While one class, by 
accepting the sign of submission, to earthly powers, receive 
the mark of the beast, the other, choosing the token of 
allegiance to divine authority, receive the seal of God. 

Heretofore those who presented the truths of the third 
angel’s message have often been regarded as mere alarm- 
ists. Their predictions that religious intolerance would 
gain control in the United States, that church and State 
would unite to persecute those who keep the command- 
ments of God, have been pronounced groundless and 
absurd. It has been confidently declared that this land 
could never become other than what it has been, the 
defender of religious freedom. But as the question of 
enforcing Sunday observance is widely agitated, the event 
so long doubted and disbelieved is seen to he approaching, 
and the third message will produce an effect which it could 
not have had before. 

In every generation God has sent his servants to rebuke 
sin, both in the world and in the church. But the people 
desire smooth things spoken to them, and the pure, un- 
varnished truth is not acceptable. Many reformers, in en- 
tering upon their work, determined to exercise great pru- 
dence in attacking the sins of the church and the nation. 
They hoped, by the example of a pure Christian life, to 
lead the people back to the doctrines of the Bible. But the 
Spirit of God came upon Elijah, moving him to rebuke 
the sins of a wicked king and an apostate people; they 
could not refrain from preaching the plain utterances 
of the Bible, — doctrines which they had been reluctant to 
present. They were impelled to zealously declare the truth, 
and the danger which threatened souls. The words which 
the Lord gave them they uttered, fearless of consequences, 
and the people were compelled to hear the warning. 

Thus the message of the third angel will be proclaimed. 
As the time comes for it to be given with greatest power, 
the Lord will work through humble instruments, leading 
the minds of those who consecrate themselves to his 
service. The laborers will be qualified rather by the unction 
of his Spirit titan by the training of literary' institutions. 
Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth 
with holy zeal, declaring the words which God gives them. 
The sins of Babylon will be laid open. The fearful results 
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of enforcing the observances of the church by civil author- 
ity the inroads of Spiritualism, the stealthy but rapid 
progress of the papal poweT,— all will be unmasked. By 
these solemn warnings the people will be stirred. Thou- 
sands upon thousands will listen who have never heard 
words like these. In amazement they hear the testimony 
that Babylon is the church, fallen because of her errors and 
sins, because of her rejection of the truth sent to her from 
Heaven. As the people go to their former teachers with the 
eager inquiry, Are these things so? the ministers present 
fables, prophesy smooth things, to soothe their fears, and 
quiet the awakened conscience. But since many refuse to 
be satisfied with the mere authority of men, and demand 
a plain “Thus saith the Lord,” the popular ministry, like 
the Pharisees of old, filled with anger as their authority is 
questioned, will denounce the message as of Satan, and stir 
up the sin-loving multitudes to revile and persecute those 
who proclaim it. 

As the controversy extends into new fields, and the 
minds of the people are called to God’s down-trodden law, 
Satan is astir. The power attending the message will only 
madden those who oppose it The clergy will put forth 
almost superhuman efforts to shut away the light, lest it 
should shine upon their flocks. By every means at their 
command they will endeavor to suppress the discussion of 
these vital questions. The church appeals to the strong arm 
of civil power, and in this work, papists and Protestants 
unite. As the movement for Sunday enforcement becomes 
more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against 
commandment-keepers. They will be threatened with fines 
and imprisonment, and some will' be offered positions of 
influence, and other rewards and advantages, as induce- 
ments to renounce their faith. But their steadfast answer is. 
Show us from the Word of God our error,” — the same 
plea that was made by Luther under similar circumstances, 
those who are arraigned before the courts make a strong 
vindication^ of the truth, and some who hear them are led 
o take their stand to keep all the commandments of God. 
hus light will be brought before thousands who otherwise 
would know nothing of these truths. 

Conscientious obedience to the Word of God will be 
treated as rebellion. Blinded by Satan, the parent will 
xercise harshness and severity toward the believing child: 
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are threatened with destruction. The enthusiasm which 
animated them is gone; yet they cannot turn back. Then, 
feeling their utter helplessness, they flee to the Mighty One 
for strength. They remember that the words which they 
have spoken were not theirs, but His who bade them give 
the warning. God put the truth into their hearts, and they 
could not forbear to proclaim it. 

The same trials have been experienced by men of God in 
ages past. Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, Tyndale, Baxter, Wesley, 
urged that all doctrines he brought to the test of the Bible, 
and declared that they would renounce everything which it 
condemned. Against these men, persecution raged with 
relentless fury; yet they ceased not to declare the truth. 
Different periods in the history of the church have each 
been marked by the development of some special truth, 
adapted to the necessities of God’s people at that time. 
Every new truth has made its way against hatred and 
opposition; those who were blessed with its light were 
tempted and tried. The Lord gives a special truth for the 
people in an emergency. Who dare refuse to publish it? He 
commands his servants to present the last invitation of 
mercy to the world. They cannot remain silent, except at 
the peril of their souls. Christ’s ambassadors have nothing 
to do with consequences. They must perform their duty, 
and leave results with God. 

As the opposition rises to a fiercer height, the servants of 
God are again perplexed; for it seems to them that they 
have brought the crisis. But conscience and the Word of 
God assure them that their course is right; and although 
the trials continue, they are strengthened to bear them. The 
contest grows closer and sharper, but their faith and 
courage rise with the emergency. Their testimonies, “We 
dare not tamper with God’s Word, dividing his holy law, 
calling one portion essential and another non-essential, to 
gain the favor of the world. The Lord whom we serve is 
able to deliver us. Christ has conquered the powers of 
earth; and shall we he afraid of a world already con- 
quered?” 

Persecution in its varied forms is the development of a 
principle which will exist as long as Satan exists, and 
hnstianity has vital power. No man can serve God 
Without enlisting against himself the opposition of the hosts 
of darkness. Evil angels will assail him, alarmed that his 

liuiuence f n tr i n cr i v? *1 
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rebuked by his example, will unite with them in seeking to 
separate him from God by alluring temptations. When, 
these do not succeed, then a compelling power is employed 
to force the conscience. 

But so long as Jesus remains man’s intercessor in the 
sanctuary above, the restraining influence of the Holy 
Spirit is felt by rulers and people. It still controls, to some 
extent, the laws of the land. Were it not for these laws, the 
condition of the world would be much worse than it now 
is. While many of our rulers are active agents of Satan, 
God also has his agents among the leading men of the 
nation. The enemy moves upon his servants to propose 
measures that would greatly impede the work of God - , but 
statesmen who fear the Lord are influenced by holy angels 
to oppose such propositions with unanswerable arguments. 
Thus a few men will hold in check a powerful current of 
evil. The opposition of the enemies of truth will be re- 
strained that the third angel’s message may do its work. 
When the final warning shall be given, it will arrest the 
attention of these leading men through whom the Lord is 
now working, and some of them will accept it, and will 
stand with the people of God through the time of trouble. 

The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third 
angel’s message is to lighten the whole earth with his glory. 
A work of world-wide extent and unwonted power is here 
foretold. The Advent movement of 1 840-44 was a glorious 
manifestation of the power of God; the first angel’s mes- 
sage was carried to every missionary station in the worid, 
> t and in some countries there was the greatest religious in- 
f terest which has been witnessed in any land since the 
' ■ Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these are to be 
far exceeded by the mighty movement under the last 
warning of the third angel. 

The work will be similar to that of the day of Pentecost. 
As the “former rain” was given, in the outpouring of the 
■ Holy Sprit at the opening of the gospel, to cause the 
upspringing of the precious seed, so the “latter rain” will be 
given at its close, for the ripening of the harvest. "Then 
sliail we know, if we follow on to know the Lord; his going 
forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto 
us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth.’” “Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in 
the Lord your God; for he hath given you the former rain 
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moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the 
rain, the former rain, and the latter rain.” 8 “In the last 
days, saith God, I wili pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh.” “And it shall come topass, that whosoever shall call 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 1 ' The great work 
of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the 
power of God than marked its opening. The prophecies 
which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at 
the opening of the gospel, are again to be fulfilled in the 
latter rain at its close. Here are “the times of refreshing” to 
which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said, 
“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out [in the investigative Judgment], when the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord; and he shall send Jesus.” 10 

Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining 
with holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to 
proclaim the message from Heaven. By thousands of 
voices, all over the . earth, the warning will be given. 
Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs 
and wonders will follow the believers. Satan also works, 
with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven 
in the sight of.mfcn. 11 Thus the inhabitants of the earth 
will be brought to take their stand. 

The message will be carried not so much by argument as 
by the deep conviction of the Spirit of God, The argu- 
ments have been presented. The seed has been sown, and 
now it will spring up and bear fruit. The publications dis- 
tributed by missionary workers have exerted their influ- 
ence, yet many whose minds were impressed have been 
prevented from fully comprehending the truth or from 
yielding obedience. Now the rays of light penetrate every- 
where, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest 
children of God sever the bands which have held them. 
Family connections, church relations, are powerless to 
stay them now. Truth is more precious than all besides. 
Notwithstanding the agencies combined against the truth, 
a large number take their stand upon the Lord’s side. 
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“THE TIME OF TROUBLE” 

“At that time shall Michael stand up, the great 
prince which standeth for the children of thy people; and 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nafion even to that same time; and at that 
time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be 
found written in the book.”’ 

When the third angel’s message closes, mercy no longer 
pleads for the guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people of 
God have accomplished their work. They have received 
“the latter rain,” “the refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord,” and they are prepared for the trying hour before 
them. Angels are hastening to and fro in Heaven. An angel 
returning from the earth announces that his work is done; 
the final test has been brought upon the world, and all who 
have proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have 
received “the seal of the living God.” Then Jesus ceases his 
intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts his hands, and 
with a loud voice says, “It is done;” and all the angelic host 
lay off their crowns as he makes the solemn announce- 
ment: “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is 
righteous, let him be righteous still; and be that is holy, let 
him be holy still.” 5 Every case has been decided for life or 
death. Christ has made the atonement for his people, and 
blotted out their sins. The number of his subjects is made 
up; “the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven,” is about to be given to 
the heirs of salvation, and Jesus is to reign as King of 
kings, and Lord of lords. 

When he leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the 
, inhabitants of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous 
must live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. 
The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, 
-and Satan has entire control of the finally impenitent 
God’s long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected his 
mercy, despised his love, and trampled upon his law. 
The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; 
the Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last 

J Dan. 12:1. s Rev. 22:11. ' 
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withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace., they have no 
protection from the wicked one. Satan will tnen plunge the 
inhabitants of the earth into one great final trouble. As the 
angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce winds of 
human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. 
The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible 
than that which came upon Jerusalem of old. 

A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyp- 
tians, and filled the land with mourning. When David, 
offended against God by numbering the people, one angel 
caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was 
punished. The same destructive power exercised by holy 
angels when god . commands, will be exercised by mil 
angels when he permits. There are forces now ready, and 
only waiting" the divine permission, to spread desolation 
everywhere. ■ 

Those who honor the law of God have been accused of 
bringing judgments upon the world, and they, will be 
regarded as the cause of the fearful convulsions of nature 
and the strife and bloodshed among men that are filling the 
earth with woe. The power attending the last warning has 
enraged the wicked; their anger is kindled against all who 
ave received the message, and Satan will excite to still 
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to the popular demand, will make them objects of universal 
execration. It will be urged that the few who stand in 
opposition to an institution of the church and a law of the 
State, ought not to be tolerated; that it is better for them to 
suffer„than for whole nations to be thrown into confusion 
and lawlessness. The same argument eighteen hundred 
years ago was brought against Christ by the “rulers of the 
people.” “It is expedient for us,” said the wily Caiaphas, 
“that one man should die for the people, and that the 
whole nation perish not.’” This argument will appear 
conclusive; and a decree will finally be issued against those 
who hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, 
denouncing them as deserving of the severest punishment, 
and giving the people liberty, after a certain time, to put 
them to death. Romanism in the Old World, and apostate 
rotestantism in the New, will pursue a similar course 
ward those who honor all the divine precepts. 

The people of God will then be plunged into those 
enes of affliction and distress described by the prophet as 
ie time of Jacob’s trouble. “Thus saith the Lord: We have 
eard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace." “All 
ices are turned into paleness. Alas! for that day is great, 

> that none is like it; it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; 
at he shall be saved out of it.”' 

Jacob’s night of anguish, when he wrestled in prayer for 
eliverance from the hand of Esau, 1 represents the experi- 
ace of God’s people in the time of trouble. Because of 
ie deception practiced to secure his father’s blessing, 
itended fo Esau, Jacob had fled for his life, alarmed by' 
is brother’s deadly threats. After remaining for many 
ears an exile, he had set out, at God’s command, to return 
ith his wives and children, his flocks and herds, to his 
stive country. On reaching the borders of the land, he was 
lied with terror by the tidings of Esau’s approach at the 
ead of a band of warriors, doubtless, seemed about to fall 
-Iplcss victims of violence and slaughter. And to the 
.lrden of anxiety and fear was added the crushing weight 
■ self-reproach; for it was his own sin that had brought his 
ingcr. His only hope was in the mercy of God; his only 
Tense must be prayer. Yet he leaves nothing undone on 
s own part to atone for the wrong to his brother, and to 
'ert the threatened danger. So should the followers of 
hrist, as they approach the time of trouble, make every 

'/John 11:50. ‘Jer. 30:5-7. 'Gen. 32:24-30. 
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3 £-' 

ihrcatens liberty of conscience. . 

^Having sent his family away, that they may not witaw 

distress Jacob remains alone to intercede with God. He 
confesses his sin, and gratefully acknowledges the mercy of 
God toward him, while with deep humihation he pleads the 
covenant made with his fathers, and the promises to 
himself in the nieht vision at Bethel and in the land of his 
exile The crisis in his life has come; everything is at stake 
In the darkness and solitude he continues praying and 
humbling himself before God. Suddenly a hand is laid 
upon his shoulder. He thinks that an enemy is seeking his 
life, and with all the energy of despair he wrestles with his 
assailant. As the day begins to break, the stranger puts 
forth his superhuman power; at his touch the strong man 
seems paralyzed, and he falls, a helpless, weeping sup- 
pliant, upon the neck of his mysterious antagonist, Jacob 
knows now that it is the Angel of the covenant with whom 
he has been in conflict. Though disabled, and suffering the 
keenest pain, he does not relinquish his purpose. Long has 
he endured perplexity, remorse, and trouble for his sin; 
now he must have the assurance that it is pardoned. The 
divine visitant seems about to depart; but Jacob clings to 
him, pleading for a blessing. The Angel urges, “Let me go; 
for the day breaketh;” but the patriarch exclaims, “I will - 
not let thee go, except thou bless me.” What confidence, 
what firmness and perserverance, are here displayed! Had 
this been a boastful, presumptuous claim, Jacob would 
have been instantly destroyed; but his was the assurance of 
one who confesses his weakness and unworthiness, yet 
trusts the mercy of a covenant-keeping God. 

“He had power over the Angel, and prevailed’* 
Through humiliation, repentance, and self-surrender this 
smful, erring mortal prevailed with the Majesty of Heaven. 

rL had jTf Ws trembIiD g upon the promises of 
God, and the heart of Infinite Love could not turn away 
dm sinners plea. As an evidence of his triumph, and an 
encouragement to others to imitate his Ka mni s l- 
™ one rvhieh « 

one that commemorated his victorv AnH T ’ 
Jacob bad prevailed with God ™ an asswatfeeft.. “ 



524 • The Great Controversy 

would prevail with men. He no longer feared to encounter 
his brother’s anger; for the Lord was his defense. 

Satan had accused Jacob before the angels of God, 
claiming the right to destroy him because of his sin; he had 
moved upon Esau to march against him; and during the 
patriarch’s long night of restling, Satan endeavored to force 
upon him a sense of his guilt, in order to discourage him, 
and break his hold upon God. Jacob was driven almost to 
despair; but he knew that without help from Heaven he 
must perish. He had sincerely repented of his great sin, and 
he appealed to the mercy of God. He would not be turned 
from his purpose, but held’ fast the Angel, and urged his 
petition with earnest, agonizing cries, until he prevailed. 

As Satan influenced Esau to march against Jacob, so he 
will stir up the wicked to destroy God’s people in the time 
of trouble. And as he accused Jacob, he will urge his 
accusations against the people of God. He numbers the 
world as his subjects; but the little company who keep the 
commandments of God are resisting his supremacy. If he 
could blot them from the earth, his triumph would be 
complete. He sees that holy angels are guarding them, and 
he infers that their sins have been pardoned; but he does 
not know that their cases have been decided in the sanc- 
tuary above. He has an accurate knowledge of the sins 
which he has tempted them to commit, and he presents 
these before God in the most exaggerated light, represent- 
y -, ing his people to be just as deserving as himself of 
’exclusion from the favor of God. He declares that the Lord 
•' •• cannot in justice forgive their sins, and yet destroy him and 
his angels. He claims them as his prey, and demands that 
they be given into his hands to destroy. 

As Satan accuses the people of God on account of their 
sins, the Lord pe 

Their confidence m vjoq, rneir xaiui ana nrmness, wm ut 
severely tested. As they review the past, their hopes sink; 
for in their whole lives they can see little good. They are 
fully conscious of their weakness and unworthiness. Satan 
endeavors to terrify them with the thought that their cases 
are hopeless, that the stain of their defilement will never be 
washed away. He hopes to so destroy their faith that they 
will yield to his temptations, and turn from their allegiance 
to God. 

Though God’s people will be surrounded by enemies 
who are bent upon their destruction, yet the anguish which 
they suffer is not a dread of persecution for the truth’s 
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: ~ sake; they fear that every sin has not been repented. of, and 
i that through some fault in themselves they ..shall fail to 
■ realize the fulfillment of the Saviour’s promise, “I will keep 
s' thee from the hour of temptation which shall come upon 
; ' all the world.’" If they could have the assurance of 
pardon, they would not shrink from torture or death; but 
should they prove unworthy, and lose their lives because of 
their own defects of character, then God’s holy name 
would be reproached. 

On ever}' hand they hear the plottings of treason, and 
sec the active working of rebellion; and there is aroused 
within them an intense desire, an earnest yearning of soul, 
that this great apostasy may be terminated, and the wicked- 
ness of the wicked may come to an end. But while they 
plead with God to stay the work of rebellion, it is with a 
keen sense of self-reproach that they themselves have no 
more power to resist and urge back the mighty tide of evil 
They feel that had they always employed all their ability in 
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tunate praj'er. All who will lay hold of God’s promises, as 
he did, and be as earnest and persevering as he was, will 
succeed as he succeeded. Those who are unwilling to deny 
self, to agonize before God, to pray long and earnestly for 

Mrtepttt/V mill nUtnlrt 14- A. J L .... 


self, to agonize before God, to pray long and earnestly for 
his blessing, will not obtain it. Wrestling with God — how 
few know what it is! How few have ever had their souls 
drawn out after God with intensity of desire until every 
power is on the stretch. When waves of despair which no 
language can express sweep over the suppliant, how few 
:Iing with unyielding faith to the promises of God. 

Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the 
greatest danger of falling under the power of Satanic 
{elusions and the decree to compel the conscience And 
wen if they endure the test, they will be plunged into 
ieeper distress and anguish in the time of trouble, because ' 
hey have never made it a habit to trust in God. The 
cssons of faith which they have neglected, they will be 
orced to learn under a terrible pressure of discourage- 

,, W l Sh ° U!d T V acc * uaint ourselves with God by provine 

ndL^wtSould 600 ^ Prayer that is earQ est 
f- *a„ neglecT co^union P w^h (3od S dee 
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most vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of tb 
ordeal. In that time of trial, every soul must stand fc 
himself before God. Though Noah, Daniel, and Job wet 
in the land, “as I live, saith the Lord God, they sha 
deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but delivt 
their own souls by their righteousness.”” 

Now, while our great High Priest is making the atom 
meat for us, we should seek to become perfect in Chris 
Not even by a thought could our Saviour be brought t 
yield to the power of temptation. Satan finds in huma 
hearts some point where he can gain a foot-hold; som 
sinful desire is cherished, by means of which his tempt; 
tions assert their power. But Christ declared of. himsel 
“The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing i 
me.”” Satan could find nothing in the Son of God tli: 
would enable him to gain the victory. He had kept h 
Father’s commandments, and there' was no sin in him th: 
Satan could use to his advantage. This is the condition i 
which those must be found who shall stand in the time c 
trouble. 

It is in this life that we are to separate sin from u 
through faith in the atoning blood of Christ. Our. preciot 
Saviour invites us to join ourselves to him, to unite oi 
weakness to his strength, our ignorance to his wisdom, oi 
unworthiness to his merits. God’s providence is the schoi 
in which we are to learn the meekness and lowliness c 
Jesus. The Lord is ever setting before us, not the way y> 
would choose, which seems easier and pleasanter to us, b\ 
the true aims of life. It rests with us to co-operate with th 
agencies which Heaven employs, in the work of conforn 
ing our characters to the divine model. None can neglci 
or defer this work but at the most fearful peril to the 
souls. 

The apostle John in vision heard a loud voice in Heave 
exclaiming, “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of th 
sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having gre; 
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a sho 
time.”” Fearful are the scenes which call forth thi 
exclamation from the heavenly voice. The wrath of Sata 
increases as his time grows short, and his work of dece 
and destruction will reach its culmination in the time a 
trouble. 

”Eze. 14:20. "John 14:30. ”Rev. 12:12. 
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Fearful sights of a supernatural character will soon be 
revealed in the heavens, in token of the power of miracle- 
working demons. The spirits of devils will go forth to the 
Vines of the earth and to the whole world, to fasten them 
in deception, and urge them on to unite with Satan in his 
last struggle against the government of Heaven. By these 
nrencies, rulers and subjects will be alike deceived. Persons 
will arise pretending to be Christ himself, and claiming the 
title and worship which belong to the world’s Redeemer. 
They will perform wonderful miracles of healing, and will 
profess to have revelations from Heaven contradicting the 
testimony of the Scriptures. 

As- the crowning act in the great drama of deception, 
Satan himself will personate Christ. The church has long 
professed to look to the Saviour’s advent as the consumma- 
tion of her hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it 
appear that Christ has come. In different parts of the earth, 
Satan will manifest himself among men as a majestic being 
of dazzling brightness, resembling the description of the 
Son of God given by John in the Revelation." The glory 
that surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal 
eyes have yet beheld. The shout of triumph rings out upon 
the air, “Christ has come! Christ has come!” The people 
prostrate themselves in adoration before him, while he lifts 
up his hands, and pronounces a blessing upon them, as 
Christ blessed his disciples when he was upon the earth. 
His voice is soft ana subdued, yet full of melody. In gentle, 
compassionate tones he presents some of the same gra- 
cious, heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals 
the diseases of the people, and them in his assumed 
character of Christ, he claims to hare changed the Sabbath 


to Sunday, and commands an to hah 
has blessed. He declares that these ~ 
holy the seventh day are hlasrheurhtz 
to listen to his angels sent to them 
This is the strong, almost overmaster: 
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Bible declares that God’s unmingled wrath shall be poured 
out. 

And, furthermore, Satan is not permitted to counterfeit 
the manner of Christ’s advent. The Saviour has warned his 
people against deception upon this point, and has clearly 
foretold the manner of his second coming. “There shall 
arise false christs, and false prophets, and shall show great 
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect. . . . Wherefore if they shall say 
unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, 
he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the 
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”” 
This coming, there is no possibility of counterfeiting. It will 
be universally known — witnessed by the whole world. 

Only those who have been diligent students of the 
Scriptures, and who have received the love of the truth, 
will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the 
world captive. By the Bible testimony these will deteefthe 
deceiver in his disguise. To all, the testing time will come. 
By the sifting of temptation, the genuine Christian will be 
revealed. Are the people of God now so firmly established 
upon his Word that they would not yield to the evidence of 
their senses? Would they, in such a crisis, cling to the 
, Bible, and the Bible only? Satan will, if possible, prevent 
them from obtaining a preparation to stand in that day. He 
'twill so arrange affairs as to hedge up their way, entangle 
them with earthly treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, 
wearisome burden, that their hearts may be overcharged 
with the cares of this life, and the day of trial may come 
upon them as a thief. 

As the decree issued by the various rulers of Christen- 
dom against commandment-keepers shall withdraw the 
protection of government, and abandon them to those who 
desire their destruction, the people of God will flee from 
the cities and villages, and associate together in companies, 
dwelling in the most desolate and solitary places. Many will 
find refuge in the strongholds of the mountains. Like the 
Christians of the Piedmont valleys, they will make the high 
places of the earth their sanctuaries, and will thank God 
for the “munitions of rocks.”” But many of all nations, 
and all classes, high and low, rich and poor, black and 


“Matt. 24:24-27, 3 1 ; 25 : 3 1 ; Rev. 1:7; 1 Thess. 4 : 1 6, 17. 
“Isa. 33:16. 



~y-=. ~r eg cast into tie most unjust a- d ctud bondage* 
Tee reicTgc ci Gee pass weary days, bound in chains, shut 
fa *rr arisen bars, sentenced to be slain, some apparently 
hf: b'ce of starvation in dark and loathsome dungeons. 
Ne r~ ~~ r ear is open to hear their moans: no human 
hard Li ready to lend them help. 

WEI the Lord forget his people in this trying hour? Did 
he forget faithful Noah when judgments were visited upon 
the antediluvian world? Did he forget Lot when the fire 
came down from Heaven to consume the cities of the 
plain? Did he forget Joseph surrounded by idolaters in 
Egypt? Did he forget Elijah when the oath of Jezebel 
threatened him with the fate of the prophets of Baal? Did 
he forget Jeremiah in the dark and dismal pit of his 
prison-house? Did he forget the three worthies in the fiery 
furnace? or Daniel in the den of lions? 

“Zion said, Jehovah hath forsaken me, and my Lord 
hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, "they may forget, yet will I not forget thee, 
Sehold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands. The Lord of hosts has said, “He that touchetb 
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wicked.” 3 The Lord is “merciful and gracious, long-suf- 
fering, and abundant in goodness and truth,” “forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin.” Yet he will “by no 
means clear the guilty.” “The Lord is slow to anger, and 
great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked.”” By 
terrible things in righteousness he will vindicate the author- 
ity of his downtrodden law. The severity of the retribution 
awaiting the transgressor may be judged by the Lord’s 
reluctance to execute justice. The nation with which he 
bears long, and which he will not smite until it has filled up 
the measure of its iniquity in God’s account, will finally 
drink the cup of wrath unmixed with mercy. 

When Christ ceases his intercession in the sanctuary', the 
unmingled wrath threatened against those who worship the 
beast and his image and receive his mark,” will be poured 
out. The plagues upon Egypt when God was about to 
deliver Israel, were similar in character to those more 
terrible and extensive judgments which are to fall upon the 
world just before the final deliverance of God’s people. 
Says the Revelator, in describing these terrific^ scourges, 
“There fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men 
which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which 
worshiped his image.” The sea “became as the blood of a 
dead man, and every living soul died in the sea.” And “the 
\ rivers and fountains of waters became blood.” 3 Terrible as 
these inflictions are, God’s justice stands fully vindicated. 
The angel of God declares, “Thou art righteous, O Lord, 
. . . because thou has judged thus. For they have shed the 
blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them 
blood to drink; for they are worthy.” 3 By condemning the 
people of God to death they have as truly incurred the 
guilt of their blood, as if it had been shed by their hands. 
In like manner Christ declared the Jews of his time guilty 
of all the blood of holy men which had been shed since the 
days of Abel; for they possessed the same spirit, and were 
seeking to do the same work, with these murderers of the 
prophets. 

In the plague that follows, power is given to the. sun “to 
scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great 
heat.” 3 The prophets thus describe the condition of the 
earth at this fearful time: “The land moumeth; . . . be- 
cause the harvest of the field is perished.” “All the trees 


^Eze. 33:11. ' 
^Rev. 14:9, 10. 
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shall they that fear him “rejoice in the Lord,” and joy in 
the God of their salvation.” 

“The Lord is thy keeper; the Lord is thy shade upon thy 
right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the 
moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; 
he shall preserve thy soul” “He shall deliver thee from the 
snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He 
shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt 
thou trust; his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou 
salt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow 
that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 
A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy 
right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine 
eyes shalt thdu behold and see the reward of the wicked. 
Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, 
even the Most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil 
befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwell- 
ing.”” 

Yet to human sight it will appear that the people of God 
must soon seal their testimony with their blood, as did the 
martyrs before them. They themselves begin to fear that 
the Lord has left them to fall by the hand of their enemies. 
It is a time of fearful agony. Day and night they cry unto 
:God for deliverance. The wicked exult, and the jeering cry 
/heard, “Where now is your faith? Why does not God 
'• iver you out of our hads if you are indeed his people?’ 
t the waiting ones remember Jesus dying upon Calvary’s 
ross, and the chief priests and rulers shouting in mockery, 
.‘He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the 
"ngof Israel, let him now come down from the cross, 
, nd we will believe him.”” Like Jacob, all are wrestling 
‘with God. Their countenances express their internal strug- 
gle. Paleness sits upon every face. Yet they cease not their 
earnest intercession. 

Could men see with heavenly vision, they would behold 
companies of angels that excel in strength stationed about 
those who have kept the word of Christ’s patience. With 
sympathizing tenderness, angels have witnessed their dis- 
tress, and have heard their prayers. They are waiting the 
word of their Commander to snatch them from their peril. 
But they must wait yet a little longer. The people of God 

”Hab. 3:17, 18. K Ps. 121:5-7; 91:3-10. 

’’Matt. 27:42. 
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must drink of the cup, and be baptized with the baptism. 
The very delay, so painful to them, is the best answer to 
their petitions. As they endeavor to wait trustingly for the 
Lord to work, they are led to exercise faith, hope, and 
patience, which have been too little exercised during their 
religious experience. Yet for the elect’s sake, the time of 
trouble will be shortened. “Shall not God avenge his own 
elect, which cry day and night unto him? ... I tell you that 
he will avenge them speedily." 53 The end will come more 
quickly than men expect. The wheat will be gathered and 
bound in sheaves for the garner of God; the tares will be 
bound as fagots for the fires of destruction. 

The heavenly sentinels, faithful to their trust, continue 
their watch. Though a general decree has fixed the time 
when commandment-keepers may be put to death, their 
enemies will in some cases anticipate the decree, and, be- 
fore the time specified, will endeavor to take their lives. 
But none can pass the mighty guardians stationed about 
every faithful soul. Some are assailed in their flight from 
the cities and villages; but the swords raised against them 
break and fall as powerless as a straw. Others are de~ 

. fended by angels in the form of men of war. 

In all ages, God has wrought through holy angels for 
the succor and deliverance of his people. Celestial beings 
have taken an active part in the affairs of men. They 
have appeared clothed in garments that shone as the 
lightning; they have come as men, in the garb of way- 
farers. Angels have appeared in human form to men of 
God. They have rested, as if weary, under the oaks at noon. 
They have accepted the hospitalities of human homes. They 
have, with their own hands, kindled the fires of the altar. 
They have opened prison doors, and set free the servants 
of the Lord. Clothed with the panoply of Heaven, they 
came to roll away the stone from the Saviour's • tomb. 

In the form of men, angels are often in the assemblies of 
the righteous, and they visit the assemblies of the wicked, 
as they went to Sodom, to make a record of their deeds, to 
determine whether they have passed the boundary of God’s 
forbearance. The Lord delights in mercy; and for the sake 
of a few who really serve him, he restrains calamities, and 
prolongs the tranquillity of multitudes. Little do sinners 
against God realize that they are indebted for their own 
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shall they that fear him “rejoice in the Lord,” and joy in 
the God of their salvation. 17 

“The Lord is thy keeper; the Lord is thy shade upon thy 
right band. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the 
moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; 
he shall preserve thy soul” “He shall deliver thee from the 
snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He 
shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt 
thou trust; his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou 
salt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow 
that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 
A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy 
right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine 
eyes shalt thOu behold and see the reward of the wicked. 
Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, 
even the Most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil 
befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwell- 
ing.” 75 

Yet to human sight it will appear that the people of God 
must soon seal their testimony with their blood, as did the 
martyrs before them. They themselves begin to fear that 
the Lord has left them to fall by the hand of their enemies. 
It is a time of fearful agony. Day and night they cry unto 
God for deliverance. The wicked exult, and the jeering cry 
is heard, “Where now is your faith? Why does not God 
^■deliver you out of our hads if you are indeed his people?’ 
V9ut the waiting ones remember Jesus dying upon Calvary’s 
v ss, and the chief priests and rulers shouting in mockery, 
e saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the 
Xing of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, 
and we will believe him.”' J Like Jacob, all are wrestling 
with God. Their countenances express their internal strug- 
gle. Paleness sits upon every face. Yet they cease not their 
earnest intercession. 

Could men see with heavenly vision, they would behold 
companies of angels that excel in strength stationed about 
those who have kept the word of Christ’s patience. With 
sympathizing tenderness, angels have witnessed their dis- 
tress, and have heard their prayers. They are waiting the 
word of their Commander to snatch them from their peril. 
But they must wait yet a little longer. The people of God 


"Hah. 3:17, 18. 
“Matt. 27:42. 
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:s to the faithful few whom they delight to ridicule and 
>ress. 

rhough the rulers of this world know it not, yet often in 
ir councils angels have been spokesmen. Human eyes 
>c looked upon them; human ears have listened to their 
ieals; human lips have opposed their suggestions and 
iculed their cousels; human hands have met them with 
ult and abuse. In the council hall and the court of 
tice, these heavenly messengers have shown an intimate 
juaintance with human history; they have proved them- 
/es better able to plead the cause of the oppressed than 
re their ablest and most eloquent defenders. They have 
leated purposes and arrested evils that would have great- 
retarded the work of God, and would have caused great 
fering to his people. In the hour of peril and distress, 
e angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that 
ir him, and delivereth them.”" 

With earnest longing, God’s people await the tokens of 
:ir coming King. As the watchmen are accosted, “What 
the night?” the answer is given unfalteringly, “ ‘The 
iming cometh, and also the night.” 1 Light is gleaming 
on the clouds above the mountain tops. Soon there will . 
a revealing of His glory. The Sun of Righteousness is 
out to shine forth. The morning and the night are both 
hand, — the opening of endless day to the righteous, the 
tling down of eternal night to the wicked.” 

As the wrestling ones urge their petitions before God, 

; veil separating them from the unseen seems almost 
thdrawn. The heavens glow with the dawning of eternal 
y, and, like the melody of angel songs, the words fall 
ion the ear, “Stand fast to your allegiance. Help is 
ming.” Christ, the almighty victor, holds out to his weary 
idiers a crown of immortal glory; and his voice comes 
>m the gates ajar: “Lo, I am with' you. Be not afraid. I 
1 acquainted with all your sorrows; I have borne your 
efs. You are not warring against untried enemies. I have 
light the battle in your behalf, and in my name you are 
>re than conquerors.” 

The precious Saviour will send help just when we need 
The way to Heaven is consecrated by his foot-prints, 
ery thorn that wounds our feet has wounded his. Every 
>ss that we are called to bear, he has borne before us. 
ic Lord permits conflicts, to prepare the soul for pear 

"Isa. 21:11,1”. v" 


"Ps. 34:7. 
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The time of trouble is a fearful ordeal for God’s people; 


a tvuuui — — — - * 

but it is the time for every true believer to look up, and 
hv faith he may see the bow of promise encircling km. 
'“The redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with 


; l C.UCUUV.U wi. ***** — - — ,* • 

singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be u P on th ^ 


head; they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and 
mourning shall flee away. I, even I, am he that comfort eth 
you; who art thou, that thou shouldst be afraid of a man 
that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made 
as grass; and forgettest the Lord thy Maker; ... and hast 
feared continually every day because of the fury of the 
oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and where is the 
fury of the oppressor? The captive exile hasteneth that he 
may be loosed, and that he should not die in the pit, nor 
that his bread should fail. But I am the Lord thy God, that 
divided the sea, whose waves roared. The Lord of hosts in 
his name. And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I 
have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand.” 

‘‘Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, 
but not with wine: Thus saith thy Lord Jehovah, and thy 
God that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I have 
taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the 
dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it 
again. But I will put it into the band of them that afflict 
thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may 
go over; and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, and as 
the street, to them that went over.”” • 

The eye of God, looking down the ages, was fixed upon 
the crisis which his people are to meet, when earthly 
powers shall be arrayed against them. Like the captive 
exile, they will be in fear of death by starvation or by 
violence. But the Holy One who divided the Red Sea 
before Israel, will manifest his mighty power and turn theii 
captivity. They shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in 
that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, 
as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.” 51 If the 
blood of Christ’s faithful witnesses were shed at tins time 
it wou not, like the blood of the martyrs, be as seed sowr 
o yield a harvest for God. Their fidelity would not be £ 
testimony to convince others of the truth; for the obdurate 

na b . a< ? k the waves of mercy until they retun 

" h -™° re - If righteous were now left to fall a prey tc 
their enemies, it would be a triumph for the urinJ nl 
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darkness. Says the psalmist, “In the time of trouble he shall 
hide me in his pavilion; in the secret of his tabernacle shall 
he hide me.” 53 Christ has spoken: “Come, my people, 
enter thou into thy chambers,' and shut thy doors about 
thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the 
indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord cometh out 
of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity.” 33 Glorious will be the deliverance of those who 
have patiently waited for his coming, and whose names are 
written in the book of life. 



Chapter 40 


GOD’S PEOPLE DELIVERED 


k z r?ri h "o“f ' 5 

be, in different lands a simultaneous monacal t for the^ 

destruction. As the time appointed m * e de « ee dra 
near the people will conspire to root out the hated sect. 
It will be determined to strike in one night a decisive 
blow, which shall utterly silence the voice of dissent and 

T The people of God— some in prison cells, some hidden 
in solitary retreats in the forests and the mountains—still 
plead for divine protection, while in every quarter com- 
panies of armed men, urged on by hosts of evil angels, are 
preparing for the work of death. It is now, in the hour of 
utmost extremity, that the God of Israel will interpose for 


the deliverance of his chosen. Saith the Lord: “Ye shall 
have a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity is kept; 
and gladness of heart, as when one goeth ... to come into 
the mountain of Jehovah, to the Mighty One of Israel And 
the Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and 
shall show the lighting down of his arm, with the indigna- 
tion of his anger, and with the Dame of a devouring Die, 
with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones.’’ 1 - 
With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation, 
throngs of evil men are about to rush upon their prey, 
when lo, a dense blackness, deeper than the darkness of the 
night, falls upon the earth. Then a rainbow, shining with 
the glory from the throne of God, spans the heavens, and 
seems to encircle each praying company. The angry multi- 
tudes are suddenly arrested. Their mocking cries die away. 
The objects of their murderous rage are forgotten. With 
fearful forebodings they gaze upon the symbol of God’s 
covenant, and long to be shielded from its overpowering 


By the people of God a voice, clear and melodious is 
heard, saying, “Look up,” and, lifting their eyes to the 
Heavens they behold the bow of promise. The black anarv 
clouds that covered the firmament are parted and like 
Stephen they look up steadfastly into Heaven, and see the 
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glory of God, and the Son of man seated upon his throne. 
In his divine form they discern the marks of his humilia- 
on; and from his lips they hear the rquest, presented 
efore his Father and the holy angels, “I will that they 
Iso, whom thou hast given me, he with me where I am.’” 
.gain a voice, musical and triumphant, is heard, saying, 
They come! they come! holy, harmless, and undefited. 
"hey have kept the word of my patience; they shall walk 
mong the angels;” and the pale, quivering lips of those 
rtio have held fast their faith, utter a shout of victory. 

It is at midnight that God manifests his power for the 
ieliverance of his people. The sun appears, shining in its 
trength. Signs and wonders follow in quick succession. 
Tie wicked look with terror and amazement upon the 
cene, while the righteous behold with solemn joy the 
okens of their deliverance. Everything in nature seems 
umed out of its course. The streams cease to flow. Dark, 
leavy clouds come up, and clash against each other. In the 
didst of the angry heavens is one clear space of indescriba- 
>le glory, whence comes the voice of God like the sound of 
nany waters, saying, “It is done.”* 

That voice shakes the heavens and the earth. There is a 
nighty earthquake, “such as was not since men were upon 
he earth, so mighty an earthquake and so great.”’ The. 
irmament appears to open and shut. The glory from the 
hrone of God seems flashing through. The mountains 
hake like a reed in the wind, and ragged rocks are 
mattered on every side. There is a roar as of a coming 
empest. The sea is lashed into fury. There is heard the 
hriek of the hurricane, like the voice of demons upon a 
nission of destruction. The whole earth heaves and, swells 
ike the waves of the sea. Its surface is breaking up. Its 
very foundations seem to be giving way. Mountain chains 
are sinking. Inhabited islands disappear. The seaports that 
have become like Sodom for wickedness, are swallowed up 
by the angry waters. Babylon the Great hath come in 
remembrance before God, “to give unto her the cup of the 
wine of the fierceness of his wrath.” 4 Great hailstones, 
every one “about the weight of a talent,” are doing their 
work of destruction. The proudest cities of the earth are 
laid low. The lordly palaces, upon which the world’s great 
men have lavished their wealth in order to glorify tbem- 

’John 17:24. ’Rev. 16:17, 18. ‘Rev. 16:19,21. 



God's People Delivered « 541 

selves, are crumbling to ruin before their eyes. Prison walls 
sre rent asunder, and God’s, people, who have been held, m 
bondage for their faith, are set free. 

Graves are opened, and “many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth” “awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.”" All who have 
died in the faith of the third angel’s message come forth 
from the tomb glorified, to hear God’s covenant of peace 
with those who have kept his law. “They also which 
pierced Him,’” those that mocked and derided Christ’s 
dying agonies, and the most violent opposers of his truth 
and his people, are raised to behold him in lus glory, and 
to see the honor placed upon the loyal and obedient. 

Thick clouds still cover the sky; yet the sun now and 
then breaks through, appearing like the avenging eye of 
Jehovah. Fierce lightnings leap from the heavens, envelop- 
ing the earth in a sheet of flame. Above the terrific roar of 
thunder, voices, mysterious and awful, declare the doom of 
the wicked. The words spoken are not comprehended by 
all: but they are distinctly understood by the false teach- 
ers. Those who a little before were so Teckless, so 
boastful and defiant, so exultant in their cruelty to God’s 
commandment-keeping people, are now overwhelmed with 
consternation, and shuddering in fear. Their wails are 
heard above the sound of the elements. Demons acknowl- 
edge the divinity of Christ, and tremble before his power, 
tvhilc men are supplicating for mercy, and groveling in 
ibject terror. 


Said the prophets of old as they beheld in. holy vision the 
lay of God: “Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand; 
t shall come as a destruction from the Almighty.” 1 “Enter 
nto the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the 
.ord, and for the glory of his majesty. The lofty looks of 
tan shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be 
owed down; and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that 
a>. For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every 
ae that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is 
bed up; and tie shall be brought low.” “In that day a man 
i all cast the idols of his silver, and the idols of his gold, 
”, made cac h one for himself to worship, to the 

the b . at f; t0 go into the clefts of the rocks; 
id into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord] 
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and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake 
terribly the earth.”’ 

Through a rift in the clouds, there beams a star whost 
brilliancy is increased fourfold in contrast with the dark 
ness. It speaks hope and joy to the faithful, but severity 
and wrath to the transgressors of God’s law. Those wbc 
have sacrificed ail for Christ are now secure, hidden as ir 
the secret of the Lord’s pavilion. They have been tested 
and before the world and the despisers of truth they have 
evinced their fidelity to Him who died for them. A 
marvelous change has come over those who have held fas 
their integrity in the very face of death. They have beer 
suddenly delivered from the dark and terrible tyranny o: 
men transformed to demons. Their faces, so lately pale 
anxious, and haggard, are now aglow with wonder, faith 
and love. Their voices rise in triumphant song: “God is oui 
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. There 
fore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, anc 
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea 
though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though thi 
mountains shake with the swelling thereof.” 8 

While these words of holy trust ascend to God, the 
clouds sweep back, and the starry heavens are seen, un 
speakably glorious in contrast with the black and angrj 
firmament on either side. The glory of the celestial citj 
streams from the gates ajar. Then there appears against the 
,sky a hand holding two tables of stone folded together 

ays the prophet, “The heavens shall declare His righteous 
ness; for God is judge himself.’” 8 That holy law, God’: 
righteousness, that amid thunder and flame was proclaimed 
from Sinai as the guide of life, is now revealed to men a; 
the rule of judgment. The hand opens the tables, and then 
arc seen the precepts of the decalogue, traced as with a per 
of fire. The words are so plain that all can.Tead them 
Memory is aroused, the darkness of superstition and heresy 
is swept from every mind, and ' God’s ten words, brief 
comprehensive, and authoritative, are presented to the viev 
of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

It is impossible to describe the horror and despair o: 
those who have trampled upon God’s holy requirements 
The Lord gave them his law; they might have comparer 
their characters with it, and learned their defects whil< 


"Isa. 2:10-12, 20. 21 (margin). 
8 Ps. 46:1-3. 
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there was yet opportunity for repentance and reform, but 
n order to secure the favor of the world; they set aside its 
precepts and taught others to transgress They have e* 
L ,La to comoel God’s people to profane his Sabbath. 


deavored to compel God’s people to profane his . Sabbath 
Now they are condemned by that law whi J 


Now they are conaemueu uy w. — ~ ~ - 

despised. With awful distinctness they see that they are 
without excuse. They chose whom they would serve and 
worship. “Then shall ye return, and discern between the 
righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God 


and him that serveth him not.' 


The enemies of God’s law, from the ministers down to 


ihe enemies oi uuub ww, uym -- 

the least among them, have a new conception of truth and 
duty. Too late they see that the Sabbath of the fourth 
commandment is the seal of the living God. Too late they 
see the true nature of their spurious sabbath, and the sandy 
foundation upon which they have been building. They find 
that they have been fighting against God. Religious 
teachers have led souls to perdition while professing to 
guide them to the gates of Paradise. Not until the day of 
final accounts will it be known how great is the responsi- 
bility of men in holy office, and how terrible are the re- 
sults of their unfaithfulness. Only in eternity can we rightly 
estimate the loss of a single soul. Fearful will be the doom 
of him to whom God shall say, Depart, thou wicked 
servant. 

The voice of God is heard from Heaven, declaring the 
day and hour of Jesus’ coming, and delivering the everlast- 
ing covenant to his people. Like peals of loudest thunder, 
his words roll through the earth. The Israel of God 
stand listening, with their eyes fixed upward. Their coun- 
tenances are lighted up with his glory, and shine as did the 
face of Moses when he came down from Sinai. The wicked 
cannot look upon them. And when the blessing is pro- 
nounced on those who have honored God by keeping bis 
Sabbath holy, there is a mighty shout of victory. 

Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about 
halt the size of a man’s hand. It is the cloud which 
surrounds the Saviour, and which seems in the distance to 
be shrouded m darkness. The people of God know this to 
be the sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence they gaze 
upon it as it draws nearer the earth, becoming lighter and 
n ore g onous, until it is a great white olnnrl itc ~ 
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covenant. Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror. Not 
now a “man of sorrows,” to drink the bitter cup of shame 
and woe, he comes, victor in Heaven and earth, to judge 
the living and the dead. “Faithful and True,” “in righteous- 
ness he doth judge and make war.” And “the armies in 
Heaven follow him.”" With anthems of celestial’ melody 
the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered throng, attend him on 
his way. The firmament seems filled with radiant forms, — 
“ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands." No human pen can portray the scene, nor mortal 
mind is adequate to conceive its splendor. “His glory 
covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. 
And his brightness was as the light.”" As the living cloud 
comes still nearer, every eye beholds the Prince of life. No 
crown of thorns now mars that sacred head, but a diadem 
of glory rests on his holy brow. His countenance outshines 
the dazzling brightness of the noonday sun. “And he hath 
on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of 
kings, and Lord of lords.” 1 ' 

Before his presence, “all faces are turned into paleness;” 
upon the rejecters of God’s mercy falls the terror of eternal 
despair. “The heart melteth, and the knees smite together,” 
“and the faces of them ail gather blackness."" The 
righteous cry with trembling, “Who shall be able to stand?” 
The angels’ song is hushed, and there is a period of awful 
silence. Then the voice of Jesus is heard, saying, “My grace 
\ is sufficient for you.” The faces of the righteous arc lighted 
tip, and joy fills every heart. And the angels strike a note 
igher, and sing again, as they draw still nearer to the 
earth. 

The King of kings descends upon the cloud, wrapped in 
flaming fire. The heavens are rolled together as a scroll, 
the earth trembles before him, and every mountain and 
island is moved out of its place. “Our God shall come, and 
shall not keep silence; a fire shall devour before him, and it 
shall be very tempestous round about him. He shall call to 
the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may 
judge his people.”” 

“And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the 
rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and 
every bondman, and every freeman, hid themselves in the 
dens and in the rocks of the mountains; and said to the 

"Rev. 19:11, 14. ”Heb. 3:3, 4. “Rev. 19:16. 

“Jcr. 30:6; Nah. 2:10. ”Ps. 50:3, 4. 
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mountains and rocks. Fall on us. and hide us from the face 
of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb; for the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?” 3 

The derisive jests have ceased. Lying lips axe hushed into 
silence. The clash of arms, the tumult of battle, “with 
confused noise, and garments rolled in blood,” 13 is stilled. 
Naught now is heard but the voice of prayer and the sound 
of weeping and lamentation. The cry bursts forth from lips 
so lately scoffing, “The great day of His wrath is come; 
and who shall be able to stand?” The wicked pray to be 
buried beneath the rocks of the mountains, rather than 
meet the face of Him whom they have despised and 
rejected. 

That voice which penetrates the ear of the dead, they 
know. How often have its plaintive, tender tones called 
them to repentance. How often has it been heard in the 
touching entreaties of a friend, a brother, a Redeemer. To 
the rejecters of his grace, no other could be so full of 
condemnation, so burdened with denunciation, as that 
voice which has so long pleaded, “Turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways; for why will ye die?” 13 Oh that it were to 
them the voice of a stranger! Says Jesus: “I have called, 
and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded. But ye have set at naught all my cousel, and 
would none of my reproof.” 3 That voice awakens mem- 
ories which they would fain blot out, — warnings de- 
spised, invitations refused, privileges slighted. 

There are those who mocked Christ in his humiliation 
With thrilling power come to their minds the Sufferers 
words, when, adjured by the high priest, he solemnly 
declared, 1 Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sittinc on 
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven/ n Now they behold Mm in Ms glory* and thtT sre 
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mockery. The men who smote and spit upon the Prince of 
life, now turn from his piercing gaze, and seek: to flee from 
the overpowering glory of his presence. Those who drove 
the nails through his hands and feet, the soldier who 
pierced his side, behold these marks with terror and re- 
morse. 

With awful distinctness do priests and rulers recall the 
events of Calvary. With shuddering horror they remembei 
how, wagging their heads in Satanic exultation, they ex- 
claimed, “He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be 
the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, 
and we will believe him. He trusted in God; let him delivei 
him now, if he will have him.”~ 

Vividly they recall the Saviour’s parable of the husband- 
men who refused to render to their lord the fruit of the 
vineyard, who abused his servants and slew his son. They 
remember, too, the sentence which they themselves pro- 
nounced: The lord of the vineyard will miserably destroy 
those wicked men. In the sin and punishment of those 
unfaithful men, the priests and elders see their own course 
and their own just doom. And now there rises a cry ol 
mortal agony. Louder than the shout, “Crucify him! cru- 
cify him!” which rang through the streets of Jerusalem, 
swells the awful, despairing wail, “He is the Son of God! 
He is the true Messiah!" They seek to flee from the 
presence of the King of kings. In the deep caverns of the 
earth, rent asunder by the warring of the elements, they 
vainly attempt to hide. 

In the lives of all who reject truth, there are moments 
when conscience awakens, when memory represents the 
torturing recollection of a life of hypocrisy, and the soul is 
harassed with vain regrets. But what are these comparec 
with the remorse of that day when “fear cometh a: 
desolation,” when “destruction cometh as a whirlwind!”' 
Those who would have destroyed Christ and his faithful 
people, now witness the glory which rests upon them. In 
the midst of their terror they hear the voices of the saint* 
in joyful strains exclaiming, “Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, and he will save us.” : ‘ 

Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash of lightning, an(3 
the roar of thunder, the voice of the Son of God calls fort! 
the sleeping saints. He looks upon the graves of the 
righteous, then raising his hands to heaven he cries 


*Matt- 27:42,43. 


ts Prov. 1:27. 


51 Isa. 25:9. 
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“Awake, awake, awake, ye that sleep in the dust, ntul 
arise!” Throughout the length and breadth of the earth, 
the dead shall hear that voice; and they that hear shall live. 
And the whole earth shall ring with the tread of the 
exceeding great army of every nation, kindred, tongue, and 
people. From the prison-house of death they come, clothed 
with immortal glory, crying, “O death, where is thy sting? 
0 grave, where is thy victory?”" And the living righteous 
and the risen saints unite their voices in a long, glad shout 
of victory. 

All come forth from their graves the same in stature as 
when they entered the tomb. Adam, who stands among the 
risen throng, is of lofty height and majestic form, in stature 
but little below the Son of God. He presents a marked 
contrast to the people of later generations; in thb on a 
respect is shown the great degeneracy of the race. But all 
arise with the freshness and vigor of eternal youth. In the 
beeinning, man was crea.e*._ t — » b 2 .eres^ o_ God. not only 
in" character, but in form and feature. Sir defaced and 
almost obliterated the civine image: but Christ came to 
restore that which had been lest, me wm charge our vfie 
bodies, and fashion them like unto bis motions body. The 
mortal, corruptible form, devoid of comeliness. or.ee pol- 
luted with sin, becomes perfect, bearerd. and immovta'. 
All blemishes and deformities are Mr m me grave. To- 
stored to the tree of life in the Icng-'csr doer., me re- 
deemed will “grow up” 3 to the foil snrrre or the race ir. 
its primeval glory. The last lingering traces or the corse of 
sin will be removed, and Christ's faithful ones will appear 
“in the beauty of the Lord our Gc cr” in mine and sod 
and fcedy reflecting the perfect image of their Lore. Oh. 
wonderful redemption! long talked of. ieng hoped for. 
contemplated with eager anticipation, but never folly mt- 
cerstcod. 


Tne Iiving.righteous are changed “in a moment, in the 
twinkling cf an eye.” At the voice of Gcc they were 
defined: new they are made immortal, and with the risen 


saints are caught up to meet their Lord in the air. Angels 
“gather together the elect from the four winds, frem one 
ere cf heaven to the other.” Little children are borne by 
he'.y angels to their mothers’ arms. Friends long separated 
by ceam are united, nevermore to part, and with songs of 
gotten attend together to the city of God. 




God's People Delivered • '549 


children whom thou hast given me. Those that thou 
Svest me I have kept Oh, the wonders of redeeming 
love! the rapture of that hour when the infinite Father, 
looking upon the ransomed, shall behold his image, sin’s 
discord banished, its blight removed, and the human once 
more in harmony with the divine! 


With unutterable love, Jesus welcomes his faithful ones 
to the “joy of their Lord.” The Saviour’s joy is in seeing, in 
the kingdom of glory, the souls that have been saved by his 
agony and humiliation. And the redeemed will be sharers 
in this joy, as they behold, among the blessed, those who 
have been won to Christ through their prayers, their labors, 
and loving sacrifice. As they gather about, the great white 
throne, gladness unspeakable will fill their hearts, when 
they behold those whom they have won for Christ, and see 
that one has gained others, and these still others, all 
brought into the haven of rest, there to lay their crowns at 
Jesus’ feet, and praise him through' the endless cycles of 
eternity. 


As the ransomed ones are welcomed to the city of God, 
there rings out upon the air an exultant cry of adoration. 
The two Adams are about to meet. The Son of God is 
standing with outstretched arms to receive the father of our 
race, — the being whom he created, who sinned against his 
Maker, and for whose sin the marks of the crucifixion are 
borne upon the Saviour’s form. As Adam discerns the 
prints of the cruel nails, he does not fall upon the bosom of 
his Lord, but in humiliation casts himself at his feet, 
crying, “Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain!” 
Tenderly the Saviour lifts him up, and bids him look once 
more upon the Eden home from which he has so long been 
exiled. 


After his expulsion from Eden, Adam’s life on earth was 
filled with sorrow. Every dying leaf, every victim of 
sacrifice, every blight upon the fair face of nature, every 
stain upon man’s purity, was a fresh reminder of his sin. 
Terrible was the agony of remorse as he beheld iniquity 
abounding, and, in answer to his warnings, met the re- 
proaches cast upon himself as the cause of sin. With 
patient humility he bore, for nearly a thousand years, the 
penalty of transgression. Faithfully did he repent of his sin, 
and trust in the merits of the promised Saviour, and he 
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work of the atonement, Adam is re-instated in his first 
dominion. 

Transported with joy, he beholds the trees that were 
once his delight, — the very trees whose fruit he himself had 
gathered in the days of his innocence and joy. He sees the 
vines that his own hands trained, the very flowers that he 
- once loved to care for. His mind grasps the reality of the 
scene; he comprehends that this is indeed Eden restored, 
more lovely now than when he was banished from it. The 
Saviour leads him to the tree of life, and plucks the 
glorious fruit, and bids him eat. He looks about him, 
and beholds a multitude of his family redeemed, stand- 
ing in the Paradise of God. Then he casts his glittering 
crown at the feet of Jesus, and, falling upon his breast, 
embraces the Redeemer. He touches the golden harp, and 
the vaults of Heaven echo the triumphant song, “Worthy, 
worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and lives 
again!” The family of Adam take up the strain, and cast 
their crowns at the Saviour’s feet as they bow before him 
in adoration. 

This reunion is witnessed by the angels who wept at the 
fall of Adam, and rejoiced when Jesus, after his resurrec- 
tion, ascended to Heaven, having opened the grave for all 
who should believe on his name. Now they behold the 
vwork of redemption accomplished, and they unite their 
" -a in the song of praise. 

Ipon the crystal sea before the throne, that sea of glass 

it were mingled with fire, — so resplendent is it with the 
Jory of God, — are gathered the company that have 
“gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and 
over his mark, and over the number of his name.”* 1 With 
the Lamb upon Mount Zion, “having the harps of God,” 
they stand, the hundred and forty and four thousand that 
were redeemed from among men; and there is heard, as the 
sound of many waters, and as the sound of a great thunder, 
"die voice of harpers harping with their harps.”" And 
they sing “a new song” before the throne, a song which no 
man can learn save the hundred and forty and four 
thousand. It is the song of Moses and the Lamb, — a song 
of deliverance. None but the hundred and forty-four thou- 
sand can learn that song; for it is the song of their 
experience, — an experience such as no other company have 
ever had. “These are they which follow the Lamb whither- 


"Rev. 15:2. 


"Rev. 14:1-5; 15:3; 7:14-17. 
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soever he goeth.” These, having been translated frornth 
earth, from among the living, are counted as the. firs 
fruits unto God and to the Lamb.” “These are they whic 
came out of great tribulation;” 51 they have passed throug 
the time of trouble such as never was since there was 
nation; they have endured the anguish of the time ( 
Jacob’s trouble; they have stood without an intercessc 
through the final outpouring of God’s judgments. But the 
have been delivered, for they have “washed their robe 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” “In the 
mouth was found no guile; for they are without faul! 
before God. “Therefore are they before the throne of Got 


and serve him day and night in his temple; and he th; 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.”" The 
have seen the earth wasted with famine and pestilence, tl 
sun having power to scorch men with great heat, and the 
themselves have endured suffering, hunger, and thirst. Bi 
“they shall hunger no more; neither thirst any mor 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat; for tl 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed ther 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters; ar 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”" 

In all ages the Saviour’s chosen have been educated ar 
disciplined in the school of trial. They walked in narro 
paths on earth; they were purified in the furnace < 
affliction. For Jesus’ sake they endured opposition, ha 
red, calumny. They followed him through conflicts sor 
they endured self-denial and experienced bitter disappoir 
ments. By their own painful experience they earned the e\ 
of sin, its power, its guilt, its woe; and they look upon 
with abhorrence. A sense of the infinite sacrifice made f< 
its cure, humbles them in their, own sight, and fills the 
hearts with gratitude and praise which those who ha 1 
never fallen cannot appreciate. They love much, becau 
they have been forgiven much. Having been partakers < 
Christ’s sufferings, they are fitted to be partakers with hi 
of his glory. 


The heirs of God have come from garrets, from hovel 
from dungeons, from scaffolds, from mountains, fro: 
deserts, from the caves of the earth, from the caverns < 
the sea. On earth (hey were “destitute, afflicted, to 
merited.” Millions went down to the grave loaded wil 
infamy, because they steadfastly refused to yield to tl 
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soever he gocth.” These, having been translated from the 
earth, from among the living, arc counted as “the first- 
fruits unto God and to the Lamb.” "These are they which 
came out of great tribulation;”* 1 they have passed through 
the time of trouble such as never was since there was a 
nation; they have endured the anguish of the time of 
Jacob’s trouble; they have stood without an intercessor 
through the final outpouring of God’s judgments. But they 
have been delivered, for they have “washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." "In their 
mouth was found no guile; for they are without fault" 
before God. “Therefore arc they before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in his temple; and he that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them."* 1 They 
have seen the earth wasted with famine and pestilence, the 
sun having power to scorch men with great heat, and they 
themselves have endured suffering, hunger, and thirst. But 
“they shall hunger no more; neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat; for the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 51 

In all ages the Saviour’s chosen have been educated and 
disciplined in the school of trial. They walked in narrow 
paths on earth; they were purified in the furnace of 
affliction. For Jesus’ sake they endured opposition, hat- 
red, calumny. They followed him through conflicts sore; 
they endured self-denial and experienced bitter disappoint- 
ments. By their own painful experience they earned the evil 
of sin, its power, its guilt, its woe; and they look upon it 
with abhorrence. A sense of the infinite sacrifice made for 
its cure, humbles them in their, own sight, and fills their 
hearts with gratitude and praise which those who have 
never fallen cannot appreciate. They love much, because 
they have been forgiven much. Having been partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings, they are fitted to be partakers with him 
of his glory. 

The heirs of God have come from garrets, from hovels, 
from dungeons, from scaffolds, from mountains, from 
deserts, from the caves of the earth, from the caverns of 
the sea. On earth they were “destitute, afflicted tor- 
mented.” Millions went down to the grave loaded ^f± 
infamy, because they steadfastly refused to yield to ±e 
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deceptive claims of Satan. By human tribunals they were 
adjudged the vilest of criminals. But now “God is judge 
himself.” 15 Now the decisions of earth are reversed. “The 
rebuke of his people , shall he take away.”" “They shall 
call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the Lord.” 
He hath appointed “to give unto them beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness.” 51 They are no longer feeble, afflicted, 
scattered, and oppressed. Henceforth they are to be ever 
with the Lord. They stand before the throne clad in richer 
robes than the most honored of the earth have ever worn. 
They are crowned with diadems more glorious than were 
ever placed upon the brow of earthly monarchs. The days 
of pain and weeping are forever ended. The King of glory 
has wiped the tears from all faces; every cause of grief has 
been removed. Amid the waving of palm-branches they 
pour forth a song of praise, clear, sweet, and harmonious; 
every voice takes up the strain, until the anthem swells 
through the vaults of Heaven, “Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.” And 
all the inhabitants of Heaven respond in the ascription, 
“Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanks- 
giving, and honor, and power, and might, be unto our 
jd forever and ever.”" 

In this life we can only begin to understand the wonder- 
1 theme of redemption. With our finite comprehension 
: may consider most earnestly the shame and the glory, 
e life and the death, the justice and the mercy, that meet 
the cross; yet with the utmost stretch of our mental 
iwers we fail to grasp its full significance. The length and 
e breadth, the depth and the height of redeeming love arc . 
t dimly comprehended. The plan of redemption will not 
: fully understood, even when the ransomed see as they 
e seen and know as they are known; but through the 
:rnal ages, new truth will continually unfold to the 
radering and delighted mind. Though the griefs and 
ins and temptations of earth arc ended, and the cause 
moved, the people of God will ever had a distinct, 
telligent knowledge of what their salvation has cost. 

The cross of Christ will be the science and the song of 
s redeemed through all eternity. In Christ glorifed they 
U behold Christ crucified. Never will it be forgotten that 


?Ps. 50:6. 

“Isa. 62:12; 61:3. 


"Isa. 25:8. 
“Rev. 7:10, 12. 
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f Jen mL; that he bore the guilt and shame of sm, and the 
hidine of his Father’s face, till the woes of a lost world 
broke his heart, and crushed out his life on Calvary’s cross. 
That the Maker of all worlds, the Arbiter of all destinies, 
should lay aside his glory, and humiliate himself from love 
to man, will ever excite the wonder and adoration - of the 
universe. As the nations of the saved look upon their 
■Redeemer, and behold the eternal glory of the Father 
shining in his countenance; as they behold his throne, 
which is from everlasting to everlasting, and know that his _ 
kingdom is to have no end, they break forth in rapturous 
song, “Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and 
hath redeemed us to God by his own most precious 
blood!" 

The mystery of the cross explains all other mysteries. In 
the light that streams from Calvary, the attributes of God 
which had filled us with fear and awe appear beautiful and 
attractive. Mercy, tenderness, and parental love are seen to 
blend with holiness, justice, and power. While we behold 
the majesty of his throne, high and lifted up, we see his 
character in its gracious manifestations, and comprehend, 
as never before, the significance of that endearing title, our 
Father. 

It will be seen that He who is infinite in wisdom could 
devise no plan for our salvation except the sacrifice of his 
Son. The compensation for this sacrifice is the joy of 
peopling the earth with ransomed beings, holy, happy, and 
immortal The result of the Saviour’s conflict with the 
powers of darkness is joy to the redeemed, redounding to 
die glory of God, throughout eternity. And such is the 
J ° f , th p, s ° u! , that tbe Fathe r is satisfied with the price 
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riches and enjoyments, and have not sought to become rich 
toward God. The result is, their lives are a fa, J ure » 
pleasure are now turned to gall, their treasure to corrupr 
(ion.' The gain of a life-time is swept away in a moment 
The rich bemoan the destruction of their grand houses,, the 
scattering of their gold and silver. But their lamentations 
are silenced by the fear that they themselves are to pensh 

with their idols. . 

The wicked are filled with regret, not because of their, 
sinful neglect of God and their fellow-men, but because 
God has conquered. They lament that the result is what it 
is; but they do not repent of their wickedness. They would 
leave no means untried to conquer if they could. 

The world see the very class whom they have mocked 
and derided, and desired to exterminate, pass unharmed 
through pestilence, tempest, and earthquake. He who is to 
the transgressors of his law a devouring fire, is to his 
people a safe pavilion. 

The minister who has sacrificed truth to gain the favor 
of men, now discerns the character and influence of his 
teachings. It is apparent that an omniscient eye was follow- 
ing him as he stood in the desk, as he walked the streets, as 
he mingled with men in the various scenes of life. Every 
emotion of the soul, every line written, every word uttered, 
every act that led men to rest in a refuge of falsehood, has 
been scattering seed; and now, in the wretched, lost souls 
around him he beholds the harvest. 

Saith the Lord: "They have healed the hurt of the 
daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when 
there is no peace.” "With lies ye have made the heart of 
the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and 
strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not 
return from his wicked way, by promising him life.’” 

“Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the 
sheep of my pasture! . . . Behold, I will visit upon you the 
evil of your doings.” “Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and 
wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock; 
tor your days for slaughter and your dispersions are 
accomplished; ... and the shepherds shall have no way to 
tlcc, nor the principal of the flock to escape.”’ 

Ministers and people see that they have not sustained the 
nglu relation to God. They see that they have rebelled 
against the Author of all just and righteoL law! S e se > 

1J cr. 8:11; Eze. 13:22. ‘Jcr. 23:1, 2; 25:34, 35 (margin). 
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e command is given: "Slay utterly old and young, both 
rids, and little children, and women; but come not near 
y man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my 
nctuary.”* Says the prophet, “They began at the ancient 
cn which were before the house.” 5 The work of destruc- 
>n begins among those who have professed to be the 
iritual guardians of the people. The false watchmen are 
e first to fall. There are none to pity or to spare. Men, 
amen, maidens, and little children perish together. 

“The Lord comcth out of his place to punish the 
habitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth also 
all disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her 
lin."'' And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord 
ill smite all the people that have fought against Jerusa- 
m: Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon 
eir feet, and their eyes shall consume away in -their 
outh. And it shall come to pass in that day that a great 
mult from the Lord shall be among them; and they shall 
y hold every one on the hand of his neighbor, and his 
ind shall, rise up against the hand of his neighbor.’" In 
c mad strife of their own fierce passions, and by the 
vful outpouring of God’s unmingled wrath, fall the 
icked inhabitants of the earth, — priests, rulers, and peo- 
c, rich and poor, high and low. “And the slain of the 
ord shall be at that day from one end of the earth even 
ato the other end of the earth; they shall not be lamented, 
either gathered, nor buried.’" 

At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted from the 
ice of the whole earth, — consumed with the spirit of his 
outh, and destroyed by the brightness of his glory. Christ 
kes his people to the city of God, and the earth is 
nptied of its inhabitants. “Behold, the Lord maketh the 
irth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside 
awn, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.” “The 
tnd shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled; for the 
ord hath spoked this word.” “Because they have trans- 
ressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the ever- 
ting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the 
arth, and they that dwell therein are desolate; therefore 
ic inhabitants of the earth arc burned.”’ 

The whole earth appear like a desolate wilderness. The 
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Desolation of the Earth 
the command is given: “Slay utterly old and young, bo .th 


maids, and little children, and women; but come not n 
any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my 
sanctuary.”' Says the prophet, “They began at the ancient 
men which were before the house.” 5 The work of destruc- 
tion begins among those who have professed to be the 
spiritual guardians of the people. The false watchmen are 
the first to fall. There are none to pity or to spare. Men, 
women, maidens, and little children perish together. 

“The Lord cometh out of his place to punish the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth also 
shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her 
slain.” 5 And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord ,, 
will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusa- 
lem: Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon 
their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in, their 
mouth. And it shall come to pass in that day that a great 
tumult from the Lord shall be among them; and they shall 
lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbor, and his 
hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbor.”' In 
the mad strife of their own fierce passions, and by the 
awful outpouring of God’s unmingled wrath, fall the 
wicked inhabitants of the earth, — priests, rulers, and peo- 
ple, rich and poor, high and low. “And the slain of the 
Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth even 
unto the other end of the earth; they shall not be lamented, 
neither gathered, nor buried.” 5 

At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted from the 
face of the whole earth, — consumed with the spirit of his 
mouth, and destroyed by the brightness of his glory. Christ 
takes his people to the city of God, and the earth is 
emptied of its inhabitants. “Behold, the Lord maketh the 
earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside 
down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.” “The 
land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled; for the 
Lord hath spoked this word.” “Because they have trans- 
gressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the ever- 
lasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the 

thcy * hat dwe,! therein are desolate; therefore 
the inhabitants of the earth are burned.” 1 ’ 

The whole earth appear like a desolate wilderness. The 


'Jer. 25:31. 
'Isa. 26:21. 
‘Jer. 25:33. 
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ruins of cities and villages destroyed by the earthquake, 
uprooted trees, ragged rocks thrown out by the sea or torn 
out of the earth itself, are scattered over its surface, while 
vast caverns mark the spot where the mountains have been 
rent from their foundations. 

Now the event takes place, foreshadowed in the last 
solemn service of the day of atonement. When the minis- 
tration in the holy of holies had been completed, and the 
sins of Israel had been removed from the sanctuary by 
virtue of the blood of the sin-offering, then the scape-goat 
was presented alive before the Lord; and in presence of the 
congregation the high priest confessed over him all the 
iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgres- 
sions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the 
goat.” 15 In like manner, when the work of atonement in 
the heavenly sanctuary has been completed, then in the 
presence of God and heavenly angels, and the host of the 
redeemed, the sins of God’s people will be placed upon 
Satan; he will be declared guilty of all the evil which he has 
caused them to commit. And as the scape-goat was sent 
away into a land not inhabited, so Satan will be banished 
to the desolate earth, an uninhabited and dreary wilder- 
ness. 

The Revelator foretells the banishment of Satan, and the 
condition of chaos and desolation to which the earth is to 
be reduced; and he declares that this condition will exist 
for a thousand years. After presenting the scenes of the 
j Lord's second coming and the destruction of the wicked, 
the prophecy continues: “I saw an angel come down from 
Heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great 
Chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old 
serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, and bound him a 
thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and 
shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should 
deceive the nations no more, dll the thousand years should 
be fulfilled; and after that he must be loosed a little 
season.”" 

That the expression, “bottomless pit,” represents the 
earth in a state of confusion and darkness, is evident from 
other scriptures. Concerning the condition of the earth “in 
the beginning,” the Bible record says that it “was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 


"Lev. 16:21. 


"Rev. 20:1-3. 
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deep.”" Prophecy teaches that it wS be fcro'd^it back, 
partially, at least, to this condition. Loobmgto^i to & 
great day of God, the prophet Jeremiah caches. IbenJa 
the earth, and, lo, it was without term, ana . 0 ^, *nd tn- 
heavens, and they had no iighL I beheld Ue mmvteuss, 
and, lo, they trembled, and all the trills moved lightly. I 
beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the biros of the 
heavens were fled. 1 beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was 
a wilderness and all the cities thereof were broken 
down."' 1 

- Here is to be the home of Satan with his evil angels for a 
thousand years. Limited to the earth, he will not have 
access to other worlds, to tempt and annoy those who have 
never fallen. It is in this sense that he is bound; there are 


none remaining, upon whom he can exercise his power. He 
is wholly cut off from the work of deception and ruin 
which for so many centuries has been his sole delight. 

The prophet Isaiah, looking forward to the time of 
Satan’s overthrow, exclaims: “How art thou fallen from 
Heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how are thou cast 
down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations.” 
“Thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into Heaven, I 
will exalt my throne above the stars of God.” “I will be 
like the Most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to 
hell, to the sides of the pit They that see thee shall 
narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this 
the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake 
kingdoms; that made the world as a wilderness, and de- 
stroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his 
prisoners ?"" 


For six thousand years, Satan’s work of rebellion has 
made the earth to tremble.” He has "made the world as a 
wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof." And “he 
opened not the house of his prisoners.” For six thousand 
yean his prison-house has received God’s people, and he 
would have held them captive forever, but Christ has 
broken his bonds, and set the prisoners free. 

Jj cn tke ? icked are n °w Placed beyond the power c? 

With h “ CVil an S els he remains to reau^ 
tfu effect of the curse which sin has broueht. “Tb= kir^ - 
the nations, even all of them, lie in glory 1 ; everv cos ^ ^ 


^f: n - l; 2 ’ the word here translated “css-" 
l t tn Rev \ 2 °:l-3 is rendered “bottom^ 


"Jcr. 4:23-27. 
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own house [the grave]. But thou .art cast out of thy gr 
like an abominable branch. . . . Thou shalt not be joii 
with them in burial, because thou hast destroyed thy la 
and slain thy people.” 55 

For a thousand years, Satan will wander to and frc 
the desolate earth, to behold the results of his rebel] 
against the law of God. During this time his sufferings 
intense. Since his fall, his life of unceasing activity 
banished reflection; but he is now 'deprived of his pov 
and left to contemplate the part which he has acted si 
first he rebelled against the government of Heaven, anc 
look forward with trembling and terror to the dreat 
future, when he must suffer for all the evil that be 
done, and be punished for the sins that he has caused tc 
committed. 

To God’s people, the captivity of Satan will bi 
gladness and rejoicing. Says the prophet: “It shall come 
pass in the day that the Lord shall give thee rest from 
sorrow, and from thy trouble, and from the hard sen 
wherein thou wast made to serve, that thou shalt take 
his proverb against the king of Babylon [here represi 
ng Satan], and say. How hath the oppressor ceased! . 
rhe Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, the see) 
af the rulers; that smote the peoples in wrath with a c 
:inua! stroke, that ruled the nations in anger, with a ) 
:ecution that none restrained.”” 

During the thousand years between the first and 
econd resurrection, the Judgment of the wicked ta 
rlace. The apostle Paul points to this Judgment as an ev 
hat follows the second advent. “Judge nothing before 
time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to li 
the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest 
:ounsels of the hearts.”" Daniel declares that when 
Ancient of days came, “Judgment was given to the sa: 
if the Most High.” 15 At this time the righteous reign 
tings and priests unto God. John in the Revelation says 
saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 1 
jiven unto them.” "They shall be priests of God and 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”” I 
it this time that, as foretold by Paul, “the saint shall ju 
he world.”’ 5 In union with Christ they judge the wick 

• ’Tsa. 14:18-20. "Isa. 14:3-6, Revised Version. 

"I Cor. 4:5. "Dan. 7:22. 

"Rev. 20:4, 6; 1 Cor. 6:2, 3. 
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ijectcd; but as the wicked dead are raised, and he sees the 
st multitudes upon his side, 'his hopes revive, and he 
tcrmincs not to yield the great controversy. He will 
arshal all the armies of the lost under his banner, and 
rough them endeavor to excute his plans. The wicked are 
.tan’s captives. In rejecting Christ they have accepted the 
le of the rebel leader. They are ready to receive his 
ggestions and to do his bidding. Yet, true to his early 
aims to be the Prince who is the rightful owner of the 
arid, and whose inheritance has ,b,een unlawfully wrested 
om him. He represents himself to his deluded subjects as 
redeemer, assuring them that his power has brought them 
rth from their graves', and that he is about to rescue them 
om the most cruel tyranny. The presence of Christ 
iving been removed, Satan works wonders to support his 
aims. He makes the weak strong, and inspires all with his 
vn spirit and energy. He proposes to lead them against 
ie camp of the saints, and to take possession of the city of 
od. With fiendish exultation he point to the unnumbered 
illions who have been raised from the dead, and declares 
lat as their leader he is well able to overthrow the city, 
id regain his throne and his kingdom. 

In that vast throng are multitudes of the long-lived Tace 
lat existed before the flood; men of lofty stature and pant 
itellect, who, yielding to the control of fallen angels, 
evoted all their skill and knowledge to the exaltation of 
icmselves; men whose wonderful works of art led the 
orld to idolize their genius, but whose cruelty and evil 
iventions, defiling the earth and defacing the image of 
bd, caused him to blot them from the face of bis 
:cation. There are kings and generals who conquered 
ations, valiant men who never lost a battle, proud, ambi- 
ous warriors whose approach made kingdoms tremble. In 
aath these experienced no change. As they come up from 
ie grave, they resume the current of their thoughts just 
here it ceased. They are actuated by the same desire to 
anquer that ruled them when they fell. 

Satan consults with his angels, and then with these kings 
ad conquerors and mighty men. They look upon the 
rength and numbers on their side, and declare that the 
rmy within the city is small in comparison with theirs, and 
tat it. can be overcome. They lay their plans to take 
ossession of the riches and glory of the New Jerusalem, 
ill immediately begin to prepare for battle. Skillful arti- 
ins construct implements of war. Military' leaders, famed 


564 ® The Great Controversy 

for their success, marshal the throngs of warlike men ini 
companies and divisions. 

At last the order to advance is given, and the countle; 
host moves on, — an army such as was never summonc 
by earthly conquerors, such as the combined forces of r 
ages since war began on earth could never equal. Satan, tl 
mightiest of warriors, leads the van, and his angels uni 
their forces for this final struggle. Kings and warriors a 
in his train, and the multitudes follow in vast companic 
each under its appointed leader. With military precisio: 
the serried ranks advance over the earth’s broken ar 
uneven surface to the city of God. By command of Jesu 
the gates of the New Jerusalem are closed, and the armii 
of Satan surround the city, and make ready for the onset. 

Now Christ again appears to the view of his enemie 
Far above the city, upon a foundation of burnished gold, 
a throne, high and lifted up. Upon this throne sits the Sc 
of God, and around him are the subjects of his kingdor 
The power and majesty of Christ no language can describ 
no pen portray. The glory of the Eternal Father is ei 
shrouding his Son. The brightness of bis presence fills tl 
city of God, and flows out beyond the gates, flooding tl 
whole earth with its radiance. 

Nearest the throne are those who were once zealous I 
the cause of Satan, but who, plucked as brands from t! 
burning, have followed their Saviour with deep, intern 
devotion. Next are those who perfected Christian cha 
acters in the midst of falsehood and infidelity, those wt 
honored the law of God when the Christian world declare 
it void, and the millions, of all ages, who were martyre 
for their faith. And beyond is the “great multitude, whic 
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, ar 
people, and tongues,” “before the throne, and before tl 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in the 
hands.” 2 Their warfare is ended, their victory won. Hit 
have run the race and reached the prize. The palm branc 
in their hands is a symbol of their triumph, the white rot 
an emblem of the spotless righteousness of Christ whic 
now is theirs. 

The redeemed raise a song of praise that echoes an 
re-echoes through the vaults of heaven, “Salvation to 01 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
And angel and seraph unite their voices in adoration. / 


‘Rev. 7:9. 
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ihc redeemed have beheld the power and malignity of 
Satan, they have seen, as never before, that no power but 
that of Christ could have made them conquerors. In all 
(hat shining throng there are none to ascribe salvation to 
themselves, as if they had prevailed by their own power 
and goodness. Nothing is said of what they have done or 
suffered; but the burden of every song, the key-note of 
every anthem, is, Salvation to our God, and unto the 
Lamb. 

In the presence of the assembled inhabitants of earth 
and Heaven the final coronation of the Son of God takes 
place. And now, invested with supreme majesty and power, 
the King of kings pronounces sentence uupon the rebels 
against his government, and executes justice upon those 
who have transgressed his law and oppressed his people. 
Says the prophet of God: “I saw a great white throne, and 
Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened; and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life; and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books, according to 
their works.” 5 

As soon as the books of record are opened, and the eyes 
of Jesus looks upon the wicked, they are conscious of every 
;in which they have ever committed. They see just where 
their feet diverged from the path of purity and holiness, 
iust how far pride and rebellion have carried them in the 
violation of the law of God. The seductive temptations 
which they encouraged by indulgence in sin, the blessings 
oerverted, the messengers of God despised, the warnings 
rejected, the waves of mercy beaten back by the stubborn, 
tnrepentant heart, — all appear as if written in letters of 
are. 

. Above the throne is revealed the cross; and like a 
panoramic view appear the scenes of Adam’s temptation 
ind fall, and the successive steps in the great plan of 
redemption. The Saviour’s lowly birth; his early life of 
simplicity and obedience; his baptism in Jordan; the fast 
md temptation in the wilderness; his public ministry, 
-infolding to men Heaven’s most precious blessings; the 
Jays crowded with deeds of love and mercy, the nights of 
prayer and watching in the solitude of the mountains; the 

'Rev. 20:11, 12. 
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lent of his machinations against the government of God. 
He is the object of universal abhorrence. 

Satan sees that his voluntary rebellion has unfitted him 
for Heaven. He has trained his powers to war against God, 
the purity, peace, and harmony of Heaven would be to him 
supreme torture. His accusations against the mercy ana 
justice of God are now silenced. The reproach which he 
has endeavored to cast upon Jehovah rests wholly upon 
himself. And no Satan bows down, and confesses the 
justice of his sentence. 

“Who shall not fear thee, 0 Lord, and glorify thy name? 
for thou 'only art holy: for all nations shall come and 
worship before thee; for thy judgments are made mani- 
fest.” 5 Every question of truth and error in the long-stand- 
ing controversy has now been made plain. The results of 
rebellion, the fruits of setting aside the divine statutes, have 
been laid open to the view of all created intelligences. The 
working out of Satan’s rule in contrast with the govern- 
ment of God, has been presented to the whole universe. 
Satan’s own works have condemned him. God’s wisdom, 
his justice, and his goodness stand fully vindicated. It is 
seen that all his dealings in the great controversy have been 
conducted with respect to the eternal good of his people, 
md the good of all the worlds that he has created. “All thy 
vorks shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall bless 
hee.’” The history of sin will stand to all eternity as a 
ritness that with the existence of God’s law is bound up 
re happiness of all the beings he has created. With all the 
acts of the great controversy in view, the whole universe, 
oth loyal and rebellious, with one accord declare, “Just 
nd true are thy ways, thou King of saints.” 

Before the universe has been clearly presented the great 
;crifice made by the Father and the Son in man’s behalf, 
he hour has come when Christ occupies his rightful 
isition, and is glorified above principalities and powers 
'devery name that is named. It was for the joy that was 
t before him, — that he might bring many sons unto glory, 
■that he endured the cross and despised the shame. And 
conceivably great as was the sorrow and the shame, yet 
=ater is the joy and the glory. He looks upon the re- 
emed renewed in his own image, every heart bearing 

; ,?5 fect ™ p [ es . s of the d ‘ v ine, every face reflecting 
- likeness of their King. He beholds in them the result 

‘Rev. 15:4. 


e Ps. 145:10. 
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of the travail of his soul, and he is satisfied. Then, in a 
voice that reaches the assembled multitudes of the right- 
eous and the wicked, he declares, “Behold the purchase of 
my blood! For these I suffered; for these I died; that they 
might dwell in my presence throughout eternal ages.” And 
the song of praise ascends from the white-robed ones about 
the throne, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
and glory, and blessing.’” 

Notwithstanding that Satan has been constrained to 
acknowledge God’s justice, and to bow to the supremacy of 
Christ, his character remains unchanged. The spirit of 
rebellion, like a might torrent, again bursts forth. Filled 
with frenzy, he determines not to yield the great contro- 
versy. The time has come for a last desperate struggle 
against the King of Heaven. He rushes into die midst of his 
subjects, and endeavors to inspire them with his own fury, 
and arouse them to instant battle. But of all the countless 
millions whom he has allured into rebellion, there are none 
now to acknowledge his supremacy. His power is at an 
end. The wicked are filled with the same hatred of God 
that inspires Satan; but they see that their case is hopeless, 
that they cannot prevail against Jehovah. Their rage is 
kindled against Satan and those who have been his agents 
in deception, and with the fury of demons they turn upon 
them. 

Saith the Lord: “Because thou hast set thine heart as the 
heart of God; behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon 
thee, the terrible of the nations; and they shall draw their 
swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall de- 
file thy brightness. They shall bring thee down to the pit.” 
“I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst 
of the stones of fire. ... I will cast thee to the ground. 
I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.” 
“I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight 
of all them that behold thee. . . . Thou shalt be a terror, 
and never shalt thou be any more.” 5 

“Every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and 
garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and 
fuel of fire.” “The indignation of the Lord is upon all 
nations, and his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly 
destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter.” 


T Rcv. 5:12. 


*Eze. 28:6-8, 16-19. 
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“Upon the wicked he shall rain quick burning coals, fire 
and brimstone, and a horrible tempest: this shall be the 
portion of their cup.’” Fire comes down from God out of 
Heaven. The earth is broken up. The weapons concealed in 
its depths arc drawn forth. Devouring flames burst from 
every yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire. The day 
has come that shall burn as an oven. The elements melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are 
therein are burned up” The earth’s surface seems one 
molten mass, — a vast, seething lake of fire. It is the time of 
the judgment and perdition of ungodly men, — “the day of 
the Lord’s vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the 
controversy of Zion.” 1 ' 

The wicked receive their recompense in the earth.” They 
“shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall bum them 
up, saith the Lord of hosts.”” Some are destroyed as in a 
moment, while others suffer many days. All are punished 
'according to their deeds.” The sins of the righteous having 
been transferred to Satan, he is made to suffer not only for 
iris own rebellion, but for all the sins which he has caused 
3od’s people to commit. His punishment is to be far 
treater than that of those whom he has deceived. After all 
aave perished who fell by his deceptions, he is still to live 
and suffer on. In the cleansing flames the wicked are at 
ast destroyed, root and branch, — Satan the root, his fol- 
owers the branches. The full penalty of the law has been 
/isited; the demands of justice have been met; and Heaven 
md earth, beholding, declare the righteousness of Jehovah. 

Satan’s work of ruin is forever ended. For six thousand 
rears he has wrought his will, filling the earth with woe, 
md causing grief throughout the universe. The whole 
:reation has groaned and travailed together in pain. Now 
3od's creatures are forever delivered from his presence 
ind temptations. “The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet; 
hey [the righteous] break forth into singing.”” And a 
;hout of praise and triumph ascends from the whole loyal 
miverse. “Tire voice of a great multitude,” “as the voice of 
nany waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,” is 
leard, saying, “Alleluia; for the Lord God omnipotent 
eigneth.” 

While the earth was wrapped in the fire of destruction, 

r lsa. 9:5; 34:2; Ps. 11:6 (margin). 

"Mai. 4:1; 2 Pet. 3:10. “Isa. 34 : 8 ; Prov. U;3l. 

"Mai. 4:1. "Isa- 14:7. 
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the righteous abode safely in the holy city. Upon those f 
had part in the first resurrection, the second death has 
power. 11 While God is to the wicked a consuming Tire, 
is to his people both a sun and a shield.” 

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the f 
heaven and the first earth were passed away,”" The i 
that consumes the wicked purifies the earth. Every tr 
of the curse is swept away. No eternally burning hell ' 
keep before the ransomed die fearful consequences of sir 
One reminder alone remains: our Redeemer will e 
bear the marks of his crucifixion. Upon his wounded he 
upon his side, his hands and feet, are the only traces of 
cruel work that sin has wrought. Says the prophet, beh< 
ing Christ in his glory, “He had bright beams coming 
of his side; and there was the hiding of his power.”” T 
pierced side whence flowed the crimson stream that rec 
ciled man to God, — there is the Saviour’s glory, there 11 
hiding of his power.” “Mighty to save,” through 
sacrifice of redemption, he was therefore strong to exec 
justice upon them that despised God’s mercy. And 
tokens of his humiliation are his highest honor; through 
eternal ages the wounds of Calvary will show forth 
praise, and declare his power. 

“0 Tow'er of the flock, the stronghold of the d aught ei 
Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominior 
The time has come, to which holy men have looked v 
longing since the flaming sword barred the first pair fr 
Eden, — the time for “the redemption of the purcha 
possession.”” The earth originally given to man as 
kingdom, betrayed by him into the hands of Satan, and 
long held by the mighty foe, has been brought back by 
great plan of redemption. All that was lost by sin has b 
restored. “Thus saith the Lord . . . that formed the e: 
and made it; he hath established it, he created it not 
vain, he formed it to be inhabited."” God’s origi 
purpose in the creation of the earth is fulfilled as it is m 
the eternal abode of the redeemed. “The righteous si 
inherit the land, and dwell therein forever.” 1 ' 

_ A fear of making the future inheritance seem too ny 
rial has lead many to spiritualize away the very tri 
which lead us to look upon it as our home. Christ assu 

“Rev. 20:6; Ps, 84: 1 1. . “Rev. 21:1.' 

”Hab. 3:4 (margin). ”Micah 4:8; Eph. 1:14. 

”Isa. 45:18. ”Ps. 37:29. 
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disciples that he went to prepare mansions for them in 
Father’s house. Those who accept the teachings of 
d's Word will not be wholly ignorant concerning the 
.vcnly abode. And yet, “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,- 
iher have entered into the heart of man, the things 
ich God hath prepared for them that love him.’"" Hu- 
ll language is inadequate to describe the reward of the 
itcous. It will be known only to those who behold it. No 
te mind can comprehend the glory of the Paradise of 
d. 

n the Bible the inheritance of the saved is called a 
in try/’ There the heavenly Shepherd leads his flock to 
ntains of living waters. The tree of life yields its fruit 
ry month, and the leaves of the tree are for the service 
the nations. There are ever-flowing streams, clear as 
stal, and beside them waving trees cast their shadows 
>n the paths prepare for the ransomed of the Lord. 
;re the -widespreading plains swell into hills of beauty, 

[ the mountains of God rear their lofty summits. On 
se peaceful plains, beside those living streams, God’s 
pie, so long pilgrims and wanderers, shall find a home. 
My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in 
i dwellings, and in quiet resting-places.” “Violence shall 
more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction 
hin thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, 
l thy gates Praise.” “They shall build bouses, and inhabit 
m; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of 
m. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall 
plant, and another eat: . . . mine elect shall long enjoy 
work of their hands.’" 1 

[here, “the wilderness and the solitary place shall be 
d for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as 
rose.” “Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, 

I instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree.’" 3 
re wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 

II lie down with the kid; . . . and a little child shall lead 
m.” “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
untain,”" saith the Lord. 

Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of Heaven. There 
l be no more tears, no funeral trains, no badges of 
luming. “There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 

=T Cor. 2:9. "Heb. 11:14-16. 

^Tsa. 32:18; 60:18; 65:21, 22. "Isa. 35:1; 55:13. 

"Isa. 11:6, 9; 33:24; 62:3; 65:19. 
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earth,”” — these help to constitute the happiness of the re- 
deemed. 

There, immortal minds will contemplate with never-fail- 
ing delight the wonders of creative power, the mysteries of 
redeeming love. There is no cruel, deceiving foe to tempt 
to forgetfulness of God. Every faculty will be developed, 
even' capacity increased. The acquirement of knowledge 
will not weary the mind or exhaust the energies. There the 
grandest enterprises may be carried fonvard, the loftiest 
aspirations reached, the highest ambitions realized; and 
still there will arise new heights to surmount, new won- 
ders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh objects 
to call forth the powers of mind and soul and body. 

All tbe treasures of the universe will be open to the 
study of God’s redeemed. Unfettered by mortality, they 
wing their tireless flight to worlds afar, — worlds that 
thrilled with sorrow at the spectacle of human woe, and 
rang with songs of gladness at the tidings of a ransomed 
soul. With unutterable delight the children of earth enter 
into the joy and the wisdom of unfallen beings. They share 
the treasures of knowledge and understanding gained 
through ages upon ages in contemplation of God’s handi- 
work. With undimmed vision they gaze upon the glory of 
creation, — suns and stars and systems, all in their ap- 
pointed order circling the throne of Deity. Upon all things, 
from the least to the greatest, the Creator’s name is written, 
and in all arc the riches of his power displayed. 

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer 
and still more glorious revelations of God and of Christ. 
As knowledge is progressive, so will love, reverence, and 
happiness increase. The more men learn of God, the 
greater will be their admiration of his character. As Jesus 
opens before them the riches of redemption, and the 
amazing achievements in the great controversy with Satan, 
the hearts of the ransomed thrill with more fervent devo- 
tion, and with more rapturous joy they sweep the harps of 
gold; and ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands 
of thousands of voices unite to swell the mighty chorus 
of praise. 

“And every creature which is in Heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sen, and 
all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, 


’’Eph. 3:15. 





